1 28 



ae 8ger 

'gainst 


King, Queen to visit Denmark in April 

AMMAN (Pfetraj — His Majesty King Hussein and 
Her Majesty Queen Noor will pay a state visit to Den- 
mark between April 27 and 29, according to a Royal 
Court statement Saturday. The statement said that 
upon the invitation of Queen Margaret n of Denmark 
and her husband Prince Henrik. Their Majesties King 
Hussein and Queen Noor will pay a state visit to Den- 
mark on April 27 through to April 29. During the visit, 
which will take place within the framework of Jor- 
danian-Danish friendly relations. King Hussein will 
hold talks with Queen Margaret and a number of 
senior Danish officials aimed at bolstering bilateral 
relations. 
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Government pledges to keep certain sectors 

f L ‘ n .^nce 

^2$ off-limits as it forges ahead with privatisation 


Paiiiamenfs ordinary session closes 

.AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hussein issued a 
Royal Decree on Saturday dissolving Parliament's four- 
month ordinary session, effective as of last night The 13th 
Parliament was inaugurated on Nov. 29, 1997. Parliamen- 
tary sources expea an extraordinary session to be held in the 
summer, in which rase, another Royal Decree will be issued 
convening Parliament In an extraordinary session, only 
items specified on the session's agenda, before its opening, 
are discussed. 
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By Tareq Ayyoob 

Special to the Jordan Times 
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AMMAN — The govern- 
ment, seeking to ease 
deputies’ fears that its privati- 
sation plan could lead to for- 
eign domination of the econo- 
my. pledged on Saturday to 
keep certain sectors “off-lim- 
its" to foreign investors. 

Deputy Prime Minister 
JawadAnani also said the gov- 
ernment would introduce tight 
checks to safeguard the con- 
troversial process, seen by 
many lawmakers as asset- 
stripping ar the behest of the 
International Monetary Fund 
and the World Bank, supervis- 
ing Jordan’s economic 
reforms since 1989. 

Dl Anani, speaking after a 
two-day Lower House debate 
cm the privatisation plan, saida 
proposed state fond to receive 
the multi-million dollar pro- 
ceeds from selling government 
equities wiD.be used to finance 
new investments in infrastruc- 
ture and social development 
projects. • 

“The government will keep 
its investment programmes cm 
health, education and social 
development sectors,” Dr. 
Anani said. j - 

“However, tite^|cnainnent 
will allow ^titepoi^^sector tp 
invest in the. teieaxntXBiitii^- 
tions, energy, 

and agriaift nn^rtfift mfinsfe - 
toJdthedqxaies. 

Hie also told partiamentari- 
ans, who were discussing the 
House’s finance and economic' 
committee's recommendar 
lions, that the government will 
submit a draft law r to the 
Lower House that would pre- 
venr monopoly and regulate 
competition between local and 
foreign investors. 

The committee’s recom- 
mendations, though not bindr- 
ing. are expected to weigh 
heavily on decisions over 


major sell-offs expected later 
this year. 

Some have voiced fears that 
the 1994 Jofdanian-Isradi 
peace treaty opens the door to 
an influx of Israeli capital into 
Jordan’s fledgling industrial 
sectors, resulting in Israeli eco- 
nomic domination in the 
Kingdom. 

Dt Anani said that foe pro- 
posed law will be a ^safeguard 
that win ensure just competi- 
tion, prevent monopoly and 
protea citizens’ rights.” 

Deputies were alarmed by 
the government’s intention to 
sefl 40 per cent of its equities 
in the Jordan Telecommunica- 
tions Corporation (JTC) to for- 
eign strategic partners. 

The deal, along with foe pro- 
posed sale of 33 pea* cent of 
stakes in the Jordan Cement 
Factories Company (JCFQ to 
a foreign strategic investor; has 
been criticised by mainstream 
Jordanians as well as the oppo- 
sition. 

The g ove rnm ent will soon 
make a decision on bods by 
Britain’s Cable and Wireless 
He and U.S.-based Southern 
Bell Corporation who pro- 
posed to buy 40 per cent of the 
government’s stakes in JTC. 

The deputy pome minister 
emphasis ed that although 
JTC’s strategic partner will 
bold a majority in the compa- 
ny’s executive council, “the 
government wjQI btw: the final 
word in the dsdadfrmaking 
of the JTC” 

According to Dr. Anani. the 
strategic partner would bold 
four seals in the seven-man 
executive cotmril but only 
three on the company’s seven- 
member board of directors. 

‘Therefore the executive 
criuncQ will not be able to pass 
resolutions without the autho- 
risation of the board of direc- 
tors,” Dt Anani said. 

Dr. Anani said that the gov- 
ernment will “soon” appoint a 
financial advisor to help sell 33 



Opposition lawmaker Bassazn Haddadin, right, argues 
with his distant cousin. Water Minister Munther Had- 
dadin, on the sidelines of a parliamentary debate in 
Amman on a government privatisation plan Saturday 
(Photo by Yousef 'Allan) 


per cent of JCFC to a strategic 
partner He added that another 
16 per cent will be sold in the 
Amman Financ ial Market or 
to Jordanian expatriates. 

The official dismissed fears 
that the privatisation process 
will “throw employees” out of 
their jobs and said that previ- 
ous experiments have shown 
that no-one has been dis- 
missed as a result of such 
takeovers. 

The official, who supervises 
the privatisation policy in the 
country, said the government 
will allow the private sector to 
“tun” the water administration 
in die Greater Amman Munic- 
ipality whereas “a firm that 
will win the tender will main- 
tain and levy the revenues.” 

“But die ownership of the 
water resources and its net- 
works will remain under the 
grip of the government," the 
deputy prime minister said. 

He also said that the govern- 
ment would establish a 
“national firm wife a national 
capital” to attract a strategic 
partner to run the Deessi pro- 
ject, which wiD transfer mil- 


lions of cubic metres of water 
from southern Jordan to differ- 
ent parts of the country. 

He added that the govern- 
ment will go ahead in its liqui- 
dation of ‘loss-making firms.” 
He added that different com- 
mittees were appointed to 
Sfted up this process. 

Dr. Anani said that the Jor- 
dan Timber Industry and 
Main Spa are among the 
“loss-making firms” which 
will be liquidated soon. 

Regarding the privatisation 
of die Kingdom's flag carrier; 
Royal Jordanian (RJ), the min- 
ister said that die government 
will invite 20 international 
financial institutions and 
another 20 legal entities next 
week to help restructure RJ. 
which strains under more than 
JD450 million debt. 

He stressed thai the govern- 
ment will maintain its grip on 
die mining industry in the 
country, which includes the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines 
Company (JPMC) and the 
Arab Potash Company (APC). 

Dc Anani sad that the gov- 
ernment will help in establish- 


ing “off-shoot" firms of these 
companies to help increase 
production, offer more jobs 
and enhance the balance of 
payment. 

The deputy prime ministers’ 
speech to the deputies fol- 
lowed harsh criticism by the 
lawmakers during the two-day 
debate over the government’s 
privatisation schemes. 

Deputy Nazeeh Amarin told 
the House on Saturday that it 
was difficult to move ahead 
with the privatisation process 
without an “umbrella" that 
would protect the citizens 
from the monopoly of foreign 
investors. 

Dr. Amarin. a deputy from 
Karak, accused the govern- 
ment of selling off its equities 
in some public holding firms 
to a “certain number of peo- 
ple” in the country. 

He also warned that selling 
government stakes to foreign 
investors will “place the 
national economy under the 
control of foreign firms 
“which will endanger our 
political and economic deci- 
sions and our sovereignty’.” 

Dr Amarin Named the gov- 
ernment for failing to punish 
“those responsible for the loss- 
es the public firms have 
incurred throughout the past 
years.” 

Deputy Abdullah Akaileh 
said that the cost of services 
extended by the targeted firms 
will increase as a result of its 
privatisation policy'. 

Dr. Akaileh, a deputy- from 
Tafileh, also expressed his 
concern over a “possible 
expulsion of employees when 
foreign investors buy equities 
in some of the public sector 
firms.” 

Lawmaker Luifi Banthouti 
urged the government to 
reduce the percentage that it 
intends to sell to strategic part- 
ners in die JTC from 40 per 
cent, down to 25 per cent. 
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S3 Ross shuttles between Netanyahu and 
Arafat to win approval of new U.S. plan 

Six, including PLO leaders, shot with Israeli rubber bullets 


' ‘ -j : - Combined agency dispatches 
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U.S. ENVOY Dennis Ross met 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu for the 
second time in two days late 
Saturday in an effort to reach 
agreement on an Israeli pull- 
back from the Wes Bank. 

Mr. Ross and Mr Netanyahu 
again held their talks at the 
prime minister’s residence in 
Jerusalem. 

Before file two men met, six 
Pal estinians, including Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Executive Committee member 
Taysir Khaled and another high 
official in the PLO were 
wounded inAsira Al Qibiliya, 
West Bank, when Israeli sol- 
diers opened fire wife rubber- 
coated bullets at demonstrators 
protesting a settler land seizure 
outside Nablus. 

The confrontation occurred as 
about 400 men, women and 
. - \T‘ ... children mached to a hill near 

y ; • • • J‘ j - the tyfest Bank town of Nablus. 

The protesters ranted pfec- 
- ' * 1 ' 4 aids reading: “Stop building set- 

dements,” and “Leave our 
" - ‘ land.” Some shouted, “Allahu 

' * ; !»* AkUnf of God is great. 

• ' v ,rtf r ' A contingent of about 50 

jr.’ ^ Israeli soldias was waiting fear 
\\i ! ' matciws on the disputed 
-j , pa?' hUL and an Israeli arm y com- 
■ L ’‘”. r . niander -asked them to turn 

f^ksaymgitwtsacJQsedrml- 
■-J-.N itaiyarea. . 

r ' When the protesters refused 
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... \\ gas. The wounded PLO feadsV 
, .. J- L'; Mr. Khaled and Abdul Rahim 


MaUouh, are both members of 
the FLO's executive committee, 
its highest ’ deciacawnaking 
body. 

Mt Khaled was shot behind 
tile and officials at Rafidia 
Hospital said he was in stable 
condition. Me MaUouh. hit in 
the shoulder; was treated and 
released. 

Four others were shot and 
injured, including Iyad Safacfi, 
an official of the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) 
responsible for national institu- 
tions in Nablus. Mr Safadi suf- 
fered a fractured jaw. 

Mr Khaled and Mr. MaUouh 
are members the Democratic 
Trout for the Liberation of 
Palestine (DFLP) and the Popu- 
lar Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (PFLP), respectively. 

However Me Ross continued 
his quest to find an acceptable 
fo rmula for both sides on an 
Israeli pullback, heading to 
para City for late night talks 
with Paksoman President Yass- 
er Arafat, 'whom he also met 
Friday ni ght in the West Bank 
town of Ramallah. 

Mr Ross said that he was pre- 
senting to both leaders the 
“refined” U.S. proposal for foe 
long-promised troop withdraw- 
al 

“I will listen to both sides’ 
reaction to our ideas aodpass on 
my report to President pill] 
CUntO O, who wifi make a final 
decision.” Me Ross said. 

Mr Netanyahu opposes foe 
U-S. plan, which foe media say 
calls for an Israeli withdrawal 
fiomJ3.1 per cent of foe West 
Barter 


The PNA already partially or 
totally controls 27 per cent of 
the West BanL 

Tbe Israeli prime minister 
said foe pullback should be less 
than 10 per cent and has posed 
a number of conditions. 

However the PNA called on 
the United States to reject Israeli 
counterproposals. 

“Any hesitancy by foe wodd 
to face down Israeli attempts to 
evade its commitments wifi 
state a blow to foe peace 
process,” Mr Arafat's cabinet 
and foe PLO leadership said in a 
statement issued overnight. 

Mr Netanyahu says foe scope 
of foe U.S. plan is too large and 
has risked a dash with Israel's 
closest aOy in a bid to dissuade 
Washington from publicly 
announcing its own plan. 

Mr. Netanyahu ami Mr Ross 
met for four hours Friday but 
foiled to reach a compromise 
between foe U.S. and Israeli 
plans for foe pullback, sources 
close to the prime minister told 
Israel Radio. 

Under Mr. Netanyahu's offer, 
Israel would conduct a smaller 
withdrawal from around nine 
per cent of the West Bank but 
would improve foe “quality" of 
the handover by giving land 
which wall link areas already 
under fhlestinian control rather 
than giving them isolated pock- 
ets. 

But President Arafat has 
rejected foal idea, saying he 
wanted “both quality and quan- 
tity,” and be repeated demands 
Saturday that Israel “accurately 
implement" self-rule accords 
which call for three separate 


withdrawals by mid- 1998. 

The Palestinian leadership, 
meeting in Ramallah Friday, 
said foe three-part withdrawal 
'Is the heart of foe entire peace 
process. The occupation must 
be removed from our lands 
because peace under occupa- 
tion is not peace." 

Palestinian officials have said 
they expect the three with- 
drawals to give them control 
ova some 90 per cent of the 
West Bank. 

The U.S. proposal of a 13.1 
per cent withdrawal falls far 
short of this, but the Palestinians 
have gjyen tacit backing to foe 
plan by demanding that Wash- 
ington unveil it and force Israel 
to go through with foe pullback. 

Under die US. deal Israel 
would conduct the 13.1 percent 
withdrawal over three months 
in tandem with Palestinian 
moves to step up a crackdown 
agnns anti-Israeli activists. 

Me Netanyahu has demanded 
foai foe Palestinians agree to 
delay foe further stages of with- 
drawal due tuer this year, a con- 
dition which the Palestinians 
have rejected. 

Meanwhile, Me Ross is to 
meet Sunday with Israeli 
Defence Minister Yitzhak 
' Mordechai to discuss security 
areangements, Mr. Mordechai 
sted as he ended a viat to Wash- 
ington. 

The US. envoy is scheduled 
to travel to Cairo Monday for 
talks with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak on foe new 
US. proposals for an Israeli 
retreat. 


PNA police 
raid seven 
Hamas bomb 
factories 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(R) — Palestinian police 
last week uncovered seven 
large explosives factories in 
Gaza belonging to Hamas, a 
senior security official said 
on Saturday. 

The official said about 10 
Hamas activists were arrest- 
ed during the police raids 
on the factories — the 
largest discovered so far. 

"Police and preventive 
security found more than 
100 hand grenades, missiles 
for use against armoured 
cars and large quantities of 
explosives in the seven fac- 
tories,” the security official 
said. ' 

He said the police were 
still investigating. 

In January Palestinian 
security uncovered a bomb 
factory in the West Bank 
city of Nablus which con- 
tained hundreds of kilos of 
explosives. 

A Palestinian military 
court sentenced two Hamas 
members in January to 15 
years of hard labour for 
preparing explosives used 
in the July and September 
Jerusalem suicide bomb- 
ings which killed 21 
Israelis. 

Following the bombings, 
the Palestinian National 
Authority (PNAJ came 
under pressure from Israel 
and the United States to 
crack down on Hamas. 

Palestinian security have 
arrested scores of Hamas 
activists and restricted their 
activity in self-ruled areas. 


Crown Prince calls on Arab envoys 
to U.N. to coordinate positions 


AMMAN U.T.j — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san on Saturday ended a work- 
ing visit to New York during 
which he met with ambas- 
sadors of Arab and Islamic 
countries to foe U.N. 

Prince Hassan also delivered 
a lecture at a youth centre, 
stressing that aspired peace 
should be comprehensive, 
must guarantee the rights of all 
parties and ensure security for 
the people of the Middle East 
region. 

The Crown Prince urged the 
ambassadors to coordinate 
their countries ' stands for serv- 
ing Arab and Islamic causes. 

He emphasised that U.N. 


Security Council resolutions 
on the Middle East should be 
addressed with equal criteria. 

Prince Hassan said Jordan 
will continue to strive towards 
achieving a comprehensive 
peace based on legitimacy 
which guarantees everybody’s 
human rights. 

He stressed thar all people in 
the region have foe right to 
enjoy security and voiced sup- 
port for the Palestinian people 
to regain their rights. 

He added foaf peace should 
yield dividends and improve 
foe living conditions of all peo- 
ple in foe region, noting that 
regional cooperation was 
needed in order to rehabilitate 


the economies of the different 

countries. 

Prince Hassan. who also dis- 
cussed the situation in Iraq, 
said the Middle East cannot 
continue to five through con- 
stant crisis. 

During his visit to foe Jor- 
danian U-N. mission, he 
briefed the officials on foe out- 
come of UN. Secretary Gen- 
eral Kofi Annan’s visit to the 
Kingdom and discussed with 
them preparations for the UN. 
celebrations of foe 50th 
anniversary of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 

Attending the lecture were 
representatives of a number of 
American organisations. 


British PM expected in Jordan April 19 


By Tareq Ayyoub 

Special to the Jordan Tones 

AMMAN — British Prime 
Minister Tony Blair is expect- 
ed to visit Jordan next month 
during a regional tour foal will 
take him to several Middle 
Eastern countries. Jordanian 
and British sources said Satur- 
day. 

A Foreign Ministry' official 
said that Mr. Blair’s visit will 
take place on April 19. but an 
official at the British embassy 
said that the date has not beat 
decided yec 

“He is expected to visit this 
pan of foe world but the date 


of his visit has not been fixed,” 
the British embassy' official, 
who asked not to be named, 
told the Jordan Times. 

He said that Mr. Blair, 
whose country holds the rotat- 
ing presidency' of the Euro- 
pean Union (EU), will visit 
several countries in the region, 
which might include Joidan. 
Syria. Lebanon, Israel and the 
Palestinian self-rule territories. 

The Foreign Ministry offi- 
cial said that the British pre- 
mier will meet during his “sev- 
eral-hours” trip to Jordan with 
His Majesty King Hussein. 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
and Prime Minister Abdul 


Salam Majalil- ■ * • 

During his first tour of the 
region. Me Blair is expected to 
bdd talks with leaders on 
developments regarding' the 
stalled peace process and the 
situation in Iraq. 

On March 17, British For- 
eign Secretary' Robin Cook, 
who was accompanied by EU 
special envoy to foe Middle 
East Miguel Maratinos. visit- 
ed Jordan during his tour of the 
region and held talks with 
Crown Prince Hassan. 

King Hussein met with Me 
C ook in London on Feb. 10 to 
discuss foe latest crisis 
between Iraq and the UN. 


U.N. inspectors, diplomats head 
north towards Saddam’s hometown 


BAGHDAD (AFP) — UN. 
weapons inspectors and diplo- 
mats headed north towards 
Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein’s hometown of Tikrit on 
Saturday on foe third day of 
inspections of Iraqi presiden- 
tial sites. 

“1 am going to the north but 1 
don’t know exactly where.” 
said Portugal's Antonio Mon- 
teiro. a spokesman for foe 20 
diplomats accompanying 
inspectors on foe visits as a 
means of addressing Iraq's 
concerns about its sovereignty. 

But other diplomats said foe 
inspection teams would stay 
force days in the north and visit 
all three presidential sites in foe 
region — in Tikrit. nearby 
Jabal MakhuL and in foe sec- 
ond city of Mosul. 

Tikrit is foe well-guarded 
hometown of foe Iraqi presi- 
dent and his family who head 
foe country’s key security and 
intelligence agencies. 

Mr. Momeiro said all 20 of 
foe diplomats would be joining 
inspectors for the visits in the 
north. 

He insisted that foe first two 
days of inspections under the 
Feb. 23 accord which opened 
up eight Iraqi presidential sites 
to U.N. weapons inspectors 
had gone “smoothly.” 

'They went smoothly. 1 think 
that we had some minor prob- 
lems as is normal hut we could 
solve them on the ground.” he 
said. 

In thetr first inspections 
Thursday and Friday, U.N. 
teams and diplomats visited 
the capital’s sprawling Rad- 
waniya palace complex, 15 
kilometres wesr of foe citv cen- 


tre. 

“Everything... went smooth- 
ly. Even when we had different 
points of view, we were able to 
talk and that’s why things were 
solved through dialogue." Mr. 
Momeiro said. 

He said discussions had 
interrupted inspections “for a 
very brief period.” 

"There were differences of 
point of view. We are learning, 
starting tliis exercise, and it’s 
normal," he said. 

Mr. Montiero said Iraqi 
Deputy Prime Minister Tareq 
Aziz, who attended Friday’s 
inspections, liad helped solve 
some of foe problems on foe 
ground. 

"Mr Aziz was on foe spot,” 
he said. “He was able to col- 
laborate in solving these prob- 
lems.” 

But he added that, although 
he had not been there himself 
at foe time, he did not think the 
Iraqi official had come to solve 
a particular problem. 

“My impression... was that 
Mr. Aziz did not come express- 
ly for these problems.” he said. 

Mr. Aziz headed Iraq’s talks 
with foe United Nations about 
weapons inspections and 
signed the agreement with 
UN. chief Kofi Annan which 
ended last month’s crisis over 
access to the eight presidential 
sites. 

Mr. Monteiro said Iraqi Oil 
Minister General Amer 
Mohammad Rashid had 
auended both days of inspec- 
tions. Mr. Rashid held talks 
with Richard Butler, chairman 
of foe UN. Special Commis- 
sion (UNSCOM) on disarma- 
ment, during his visit here ear- 


lier this week. 

“They talked and they solved 
the problems" with foe head of 
foe Special Grc>up charged 
with the inspections, Sri 
Lankan arms expert Jayantha 
Dhanapala, he said. 

He said the presence of the 
diplomatic observers had been 
“useful.” “The [Special] Group 
is working as a group,” he 
added. 

U.N. weapons inspectors 
have completed their "base- 
line” inspections at the Rad- 
waniya complex, Mr. Dhana- 
pala said late Friday. 

“The purpose for which 
[weapons inspectors] wanted 
to go in as far as the initial visit 
was concerned was achieved,” 
he told reporters after complet- 
ing foe second day of the 
inspections. 

‘They were able to gather 
the baseline data they needed 
and they were able to fulfil 
their functions. 

"If foere were any problems, 
they were resolved successful- 
ly,” he said. 

The initial visits of the eight 
sites are expected to take 
“approximately two weeks," 
Mr. Dhanapala said as he head- 
ed out to lead them Friday 
morning. 

"These are initial visits and 
there would be subsequent vis- 
its envisaged in foe memoran- 
dum of understanding” he 
said. 

Sanctions imposed on Iraq 
for its 1990 invasion of Kuwait 
cannot be lifted until 
LJNSCOM certifies that its 
weapons of mass destruction 
and long-range missiles have 
been destroyed. 


Sudan’s parliament approves new constitution 


KHARTOUM (API — 
Sudan’s parliament on Sat- 
urday approved a draft con- 
stitution that maintains a 
ban on political parties and 
keeps in place rule by 
Islamic law'. 

All 29S members of the 
National Assembly who 
were present voted to 
endorse the draft constitu- 
tion. which states that 
Islamic law will remain the 
source of all legislation in 
Sudan. 

The remaining 102 mem- 
bers of the assembly were 


absent from the meeting. 
Many deputies from the 
south, which is largely pop- 
ulated by Christians and 
animists. have demanded 
that Islamic law should only 
apply in the north, which is 
overwhelmingly Muslim. 

There was no immediate 
breakdown on which mem- 
bers voted for the draft. The 
draft now faces a national 
referendum and must later 
be approved by President 
Lieutenant General Omar 
Bashir, who has ruled the 
African country by decree 


since seizins power in 
1989. 

Gen. Bashir, who has said 
he is trying to move the 
country from emergency 
rule to constitutional rule, 
proposed the draft to parlia- 
ment last month. 

The draft constitution also 
maintains a nine-year ban 
on political parties. 
Sudanese opposition groups 
have rejected the draft con- 
stitution and have vowed to 
continue their fight to over- 
throw the regime. 
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2 Home & Middle East News 


Hizbollah denies promising halt to 
guerrilla activities to Israeli MK 


BEIRUT (AFP) — The 
Hizbollah movement denied 
on Saturday a claim by an 
Israeli MK that the group had 
promised to hall its guerrilla 
war If Israel withdraws from 
south Lebanon. 

“Hizbollah did not entrust 
anyone to relay any message 
to the Israeli enemy and what 
it openly declares is the same 
as its leadership discusses in 
private meetings with various 
political and diplomatic offi- 
cials." the group said in a 
statement. 

“The issue of continuing or 
halting the operations of the 
Islamic Resistance [Hizbol- 
lah ‘s military arm] after the 


Israeli forces are driven away 
from south Lebanon will 
remain a hidden matier in the 
hands of the Islamic Resis- 
tance," it said. 

“It is a strong card in 
favour of the Lebanese, who 
are constantly threatened by 
the Israeli enemy*' the 
Hizbollah statement added. 

Hizbollah also said, how- 
ever. that “in case the occu- 
pation forces withdrew, it 
[Hizbollah] will not be a 
security alternative in place 
of the Lebanese authorities in 
the liberated regions" 

A parliament deputy from 
Israel’s opposition Labour 
P art}' said Saturday that he 


had received indirect assur- 
ances from Hizbollah that it 
would stop its guerrilla war if 
Israel withdrew from south 
Lebanon. 

“Hizbollah assures [us] 
that if the Lebanese army 
takes control of south 
Lebanon up to the border 
[with Israel], it will halt all its 
activities in this zone." Yossi 
Beilin, a leading proponent 
of a troop withdrawal, said. 

Mr. Beilin told Israel tele- 
vision that Hizbollah had 
passed on the message 
through a third party. 

Hizbollah has waged a 
guerrilla war in a bid to eject 
Israel from the S50 square 


kilometres which it occupies 
along the border to prevent 
cross-border attacks by anti- 
Israeli guerrillas. 

Israeli Prime Minister 
Benjamin Netanyahu has 
said recently that he is ready 
to withdraw Israeli troops 
from southern Lebanon in 
exchange for guarantees by 
Beirut "that it" will provide 
security in the area. 

Both Beirut and Damas- 
cus. which has 35.000 troops 
in Lebanon and is the main 
powerbroker in the country. 
have rejected the offer, 
demanding an immediate 
and unconditional Israeli 
pullout. 
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Damascus, Tehran spurn Israeli 
south Lebanon withdrawal offer 


DAMASCUS (AFP) — 
Iranian Foreign Minister 
Kamal Kharazi met with 
Syrian President Hafez 
Assad here Saturday and 
dismissed an Israeli offer 
to withdraw from south- 
ern Lebanon. 

Presidential spokesman 
Gebran Kourieh said Syri- 
an Foreign Minister 


draw its troops from 
southern Lebanon a 
“trick.” 

“We agree about south 
Lebanon." he said. “The 
question of an Israeli 
retreat from southern 
Lebanon is nothing but a 
trick trying to distract 
attention from [the Israeli] 
failure in the region." 

Iran is the chief finan- 
cial and military backer of 
the Shiite Muslim Hizbol- 
lah guerrilla group bat- 
tling Israeli troops in 
southern Lebanon while 
Syria is the main power- 
broker in the country with 
35.000 troops deployed 
there. 

Mr. Kharazi ’s visit 
comes a week after U.N. 
chief Kofi Annan held 
talks here with Syrian 


Farouk Sharaa attended 
the meeting between Mr. 
Assad and Mr. Kharazi. 
who arrived here on Sat- 
urday for a two-day visit. 

Details about their dis- 
cussions were not imme- 
diately available. 

Speaking earlier Satur- 
day following a meeting 
with Mr. Sharaa. Mr. 
Kharazi said that Iran and 
Syria both consider the 
offer bv Israel to with- 


leaders about the Israeli 
proposal to withdraw its 
troops from the buffer 
zone set up in southern 
Lebanon. 

Israel has offered to 
conduct a pullout in 
exchange for security 
guarantees from Beirut, 
but the offer has been 
rejected by both Lebanon 
and Syria. 

Asked by reporters what 
impact any warming in 
Irunian-U.S. relations 
would have on Hizbollah. 
Mr. Kharazi said there 
was no improvement in 
the two countries' ties. 

“There is no normalisa- 
tion of relations between 
Iran and the United States, 
but there continues to be 
an aggressive U.S. policy 
against Iran.” he said. 


First group 
of Iraqi 
pilgrims 
arrives at 
Saudi border 


PALESTINIANS PLANT TREES ON CONFISCATED LAND: An elderly Palestin- 
ian carries olive trees on Saturday to plant them in Shukreieh Abdul Hadi s confis- 
cated land in the West Bank village oFNabi Samuel. About 150 Palest ini a n s protest- 
ed Israel's orders to confiscate Ms. Abdul Hadl's land to build a new Jewish settle- 
ment which would be linked to Giv'on Hadassa settlement (background). The 
protest came while U.S. peace envoy Dennis Ross shuttled between PLO and Israeli 
leaders to revive peace talks deadkidked over settlement building (Reuters photo) 


Vatican wants to establish 
diplomatic relations with Yemen 

f™ A w^lo _ «iIbn“ S h Egyptian FM to visit Vatican next week 


SANAA (AFP)— The Vat- 
ican wants to establish 
diplomatic relations with 
Yemen, the official Yemeni 
news agency quoted the 
Vatican's top diplomat. 
French Archbishop Jean- 
Louis Tauran. as saying 
Saturday. 

SABA quoted Archbish- 
op Tauran as mentioning 
the “desire of the Vatican to 
establish diplomatic rela- 
tions with Yemen" during a 
meeting with Yemeni Presi- 
dent AJi Abdullah Saleh. 

The agency added that 
“many questions of com- 
mon interest were exam- 
ined during the meeting." 

It reported that Archbish- 
op Tauran had also met 
with Yemeni Foreign Min- 
ister Abdul Karim A! Iriani. 

Archbishop Tauran 
arrived here Friday on an 
official visit to this Muslim 
country, where several 
thousand Roman Catholic 


CAIRO (AFP) — Egyptian Foreign Minister Amr Musa 
is to visit the Vatican on April 2 and 3 and meet with Pope 
John Paul II, an Egyptian official announced Saturday. 

Mr. Musa will discuss with the Pope “the peace process \ 
in the Near Easr in the light of the historic position of the j 
Vatican toward the process, and especially the question of i 
Jerusalem.” assistant foreign minister for European ! 
affairs. Fatin' A1 Shazli. told reporters. j 

During the visit, Mr. Musa will also meer with Italian | 
officials on strengthening bilateral relations. Mr. Shazli j 
said. ; 


foreigners reside. 

The Vatican had 
announced previously that 
Archbishop Tauran would 
discuss with Yemeni offi- 
cials bilateral relations and 
the possibility of building a 
Catholic centre in Sanaa, 
where there are no Christ- 
ian places of worship. 

Some 3,000 Catholics, all 
of them foreigners, live in 
Yemen. The communitv 


has four priests and 26 
nuns, according to the Vati- 
can. 

Archbishop Tauran is 
accompanied by the apos- 
tolic nuncio of Lebanon 
and Kuwait, the apostolic 
delegate for the Arabian 
peninsula and the nuncia- 
ture's advisor. 

The Vatican's foreign 
minister paid a visit to Jor- 
dan Thursdav. 


ARAR (.AFP) — The first 
group of Iraqi pilgrims mak- 
ing the Hajj has arrived at the 
Saudi-lraq border in the north 
of the kingdom, the official 
Saudi news agency' SPA 
reported Saturday. 

The some 1.000 pilgrims 
arriving at the border post of 
Arar left Baghdad by bus on 
Thursday. 

According to Iraqi authori- 
ties. two other groups of pil- 
grims left from Baghdad on 
Friday and Saturday to also 
take part in the annual pil- 
grimage to the holy shrines of 
Mecca and Medina, expected 
to reach a climax on April 7. 

Iraqi officials say a total of 
3.000 Iraqi pilgrims are due 
to attend this year's pilgrim- 
age. 

In previous years, Iraq has 
sent 1.000 pil^i/ns even 
though the Saudi authorities^ 
quota for Iraqi pilgrims is 
22 , 000 , or one pilgrim for 
every 1.000 Iraqi citizens. 

Earlier this month. Iraq 
refused a L'.N. offer to let 
thousands of Iraqis make this 
year's pilgrimage because of 
a dispute over financing. 

The U.N. Sanctions Com- 
mittee had proposed that the 
cost of the pilgrimage. $44 
million, be financed by with- 
drawing money from a 
blocked account managed by 
the United Nations and by 
sales of Iraqi oiL 

The committee proposed 
that money would be made 
available for the pilgrims' 
expanses through Jordanian 
banks. 

However. Baghdad 
demanded that the funds be 
deposited in its central bank, 
which would not be allowed 
under U_V Security Council 
Resolution 956. the oil-for- 
food accord. 


Algerian opposition party 
wants end to state of emergency 


ALGIERS ( AP) — An Alger- 
ian opposition party has 
called for an end to a six-year 
state of emergency, saying 
civilians should not continue 
to suffer the effects of a crack- 
down on an Islamist insur- 
gency. a newspaper reported 
Saturday. 

The From for Socialist 
Forces (FFS) also called for 
an independent inquiry into 
the violence that has plagued 
this North African nation 
since the military-backed 


government cancelled 1992 
elections the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front was tipped to win. 

“We've asked for the state 
of emergency to be lifted 
since we believe terrorism 
can be beaten without having 
to restrict civil liberties." 
Abdesselam Ali Rachedi. the 
FFS’ parliamentary bloc 
leader, was quoted as saying 
by the independent newspa- 
per AJ Watan. 

“It's time to restore individ- 
ual and collective liberty, and 


to give Algerians their dignity 
back,” he added. 

Algiers has been under a 
state of emergency since 
1991 The measure gives 
police greater power to detain 
suspects, and bans public or 
political rallies unless they are 
approved by the government. 

The FFS also wants an 
inquiry, headed by the United 
Nations or an international 
body, into the frequent mas- 
sacres of civilians. Al Waran 
reported. 


Infants hacked to death in Algerian massacre 


ALGIERS (.AFP) — Women and young chil- 
dren were hacked to death with axes and knives 
during Thursday night’s massacre of 47 people 
in the Djelfa region of Algeria a doctor told the 
independent Af Warn newspaper; -• 

In an attack of "Indescribable violence," an 
armed group butchered 32 children, the 
youngest a six-month-old baby, eight women 
and an old man of 70 living in the town of Oued 
Bouaicha. some 250 kilometres south of 
Algiers, Al Watan said Saturday. 

Other victims included four teenagers and a 
20 -year-old man found decapitated with his 
hands lied behind his back by barbed wire. 

A government account of the massacre 
released Fridav night had said 27 children were 
killed 

One doctor told the new spaper. “How can 
they cut small children up into pieces and hang 
them on poles? They went at the babies like 


ferocious beasts." 

Doctors called to the scene had been trauma- 
tised by what they found the newspaper said 
The anackers also burned houses and kid- 
napped four'wbmen and one man. - 

The atrocity was part of the heaviest blood- 
shed seen in Algeria since a series of massacres 
that bloodied the lasting month of Ramadan, 
mainly in January. 

On the same night, another 1 1 civilians were 
killed in Youb. in the Saida region 350 kilome- 
tres south of the capitaL Al Watan said armed 
men arrived on a tractor towing a trailer and 
proceeded to slit the throats of five women, two 
children aged six and seven, and three men. 

The killings of 13 Islamists and one member 
of the security forces in incidents elsewhere 
took the total to 72 killings in two days. 

The Armed Islamic Group (GLA) is routinely 
blamed for most of the atrocities. 


CAIRO (AFP) — Sudanese 
President Omar Al Bashir 
will visit Cairo in April to 
cement warming relations 
between Egypt and Sudan, 
Sudanese Foreign Minis ter 
Mustafa Osman Ismail said 
in remarks published Satur- 
day. 

The Egyptian weekly 
AJchbar Al Yom quoted Me 
Ismail as saying “the 
Egyptian and Sudanese for- 
eign ministers have agreed 
that the visit of General 
Bashir will crown the work 
of the joint committees 
charged with bridging the 
differences which have 
affected the historic rela- 
tions between the two 
countries" 

Mr. Ismail added that 
Sudanese Interior Minister 
Abdul Rami Mohammad 
Hussein will also visit 
Cairo in April to meet his 
Egyptian counterpart Habib 
Al Adli “on the results the 
woiie of the joint security 
committee" 

He said the meetings 
would aim at “cutting 
through all the questions 
still undecided between the 
Egyptian and Sudanese 
interior ministries.” 

Mr. Ismail, who arrived 
here Monday, has met with 
Egypt's President Hosni 
Mubarak, Prime Minister 
Kamal Al Ganzuri, and For- 
eign Minister Amr Musa. 

The Sudanese official 
also said that four econom- 
ic accords aimed at 
strengthening trade and 
encouraging investments 
will soon be signed 
between Cairo and Khar- 
toum. 

Relations between Egypt 
and Sudan soured after 
Gen. Bashir's Islamist gov- 
ernment came to power in a 
coup in 1989 and worsened 
in 1995 when Egypt 
accused Sudan of involve- 
ment in a bid by Islamists 
to kill Mr. Mubarak during 
a visit to Ethiopia. 

But ties have improved 
since the end of last year, 
bringing a halt to Cairo's 
periodic accusations that 
the Islamist-led govern- 
ment in Khartoum supports 
Egyptian Islamists. 
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Iraqi justice minister arrives in UAE for talks 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — Iraqi Justice 
Minister Shebib Luzon Al Malaki unwed 
Saturday for meetings with United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) officials on the situation 
in Iraq, the official news agency- W.AM 
report ed. 

Mr. Malaki arrived from Muscat, where 
he held talks with Oman's Sultan Qaboos. 

The Omani leader called on Baghdad to 


continue its cooperation with U.N. arms 
inspectors to obtain a lifting ofU.N. sanc- 
tions on Iraq. 

Both the UAE and Oman have repeat- 
edly called for lifting the sanctions placed 
on Iraq foliowine its invasion of Kuwait 
in 1990. 

The two countries also pressed the 
international community to use diplomat- 


ic means to defuse the recent U.N.-Iiaq 
crisis over opening all suspected Iraqi ^ m a 
weapons sites to arms inspectors. 

Relations between the UAE and Iraq 
have been frozen since the 1991 Gulf wan u 
when an international coalition pushed fj/f jfjf < 
Iraqi forces out of Kuwait v 

Oman is the only Arab Gulf state to- 
maintain relations with Baghdad. 
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Teh T7JUJJ-J9 
PROGRAMME TWO 
16:10 Cairo m — The Pink Panther 
16:20 Cannon — Pumpkin 
Parch 

16:30 French Programmes 

18:00 - Skippv 

1 S JO ..Drama — The Bontenrwn 

19:00 Le Journal 

19:15 Documentary Magazine — 
Le Tour De France 

19:30 .News Headlines 

19:35 .America's Funniest People 
20: 00 Documentary — The Peo- 
ple and Places of Africa 
2fe30 The Ultimate Guide to 
Motherhood (PL I » 

21:10 Renegade 

22:00 News in English 

22:30 Drama — North and South 
23:59 Comedy — The Upper Hand 
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4622366 

Anglican Church Tel. 
46248 53/462-4S 1 1 . 

SL Afrem Syrian Orthodox 
Church Tel. 77(751. 

Amman International Church 
Tel. S65S97 

German-speaking Evangelical 
Congregation Tel. 568RJ04 
The Evangelical Local Church 
in Amman Tel. 81 1295 


cloudy with a chance of occasional 
tain, and winds westerly moderate 
lit active. In Aqaba. skies will be 
partly cloudy with a chance of 
occasional shower., winds norther- 
ly moderate, and seas calm. 


IRBID: 

Dr. Ahmad Qann _.2$14$4 

Al Quds pharmacy ( — i 

ZARQA: 

Dr. RatibAtaOab <*>4424 

Xtaiifeh pharmacy 9X54 1 7 


Queen Alia Inti. Airport -..44-53200 


HOSPITALS 


Mia/Mox. temp. 

Amman. - IHW15 

Aqaba LV23 

Deserts - 04/17 


EMERGENCIES 


Church of Jesus Christ of Latter Jordan Valley 12/22 

Dav Saints TeL 4654932 


OOOO EndoFT.X. 

PRAYER TIMES 

W:06 


05:24 ... 


11:40 


15:11 

17:56 

„.Mayhreb 

19:14 



CHURCHES 


St. John the Baptist at De la 
Salle College TeL 566 1 757 
Church of the Annunciation TeL 

4637440 

Grade Orthodox Church TeL 
4623541 

Church of Presentation, Swei- 
6 eh TeL 5920146 

The Uniat e Catholic Church 
TeL 4624757 

The English-Language Catholic 
Parish TeL 4614190 
Evangelical Free Church TeL 

892679 

The Baptist Church TeL 

4628052 

The Armenian Catholic Church 
771331 


Yesterday's high temperatures: 
Amman IS. Aqaba 26 Humidity 
readings: Amman 67 per cent. 
Aqaba 72 percent. 


USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


NIGHT DUTY 


St Mary of Nazareth Church 
Swdfieh. Tel. 5920740 
Assemblies of God Church TeL 
4632785 

St Joseph Church TeL 4624590 
Terra Sancta Church Tel. 


WEATHER 


Bulletin supplied by the Depart- 
ment af Meteorology 
Relative cold weather conditions 
will prevail, skies cloudy to partly 


AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dr. Sa’idTawfiq 7SS285 

Dr. NidalAlDahleh ,*27195 

Dr. AfifShukri .JS9S863 

Finis phamwey 566(9(2 

Ferdows pharmacy ,778336 

A! Asema pharmacy 4637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 4623672 

A( Salam pharmacy .4636730 

Yacoub pharmacy _4644945 

Shmdsani pharmacy >....4637660 
Najib pharmacy 847632 


Fe«>3 Control Centre 463"! i 1 

CM Drfenre Dqwtmere 
_3Hi!!ll 

Civil Defence Immediate Rescue 

4630341 

Ci-.jl Defence Emergence 199 

Rescr Pro: 191462! 1 1 J. 4637777 

Fire Erigade 4617101 

Biood Bank. 775121 

Highway Police.- 843402 

Traffic Police 896390 

Public Security Dept 4630321 

Hotel Complaints...- .5605800 

Price Complaints .5661 176 

v*cet & Sew ena Canpfcans _S?7467 
Amman Municipalitx Complaints 

■■■■■ 7S71J1 

Telephone Information i directory 

assistance i 

Overseas Calls -.010230 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repair* - 4623101 

Abdaii Tel. Repairs .5661 101 

Jordan Television 7731 1 1 

Radio Jordan 7741 1 1 

Water Authority .5680 J 00 

J. Heoricity Authority SI 56 15 

Eectric Power Co— -....4636381 
RJ Flight Liftrmaticm....44~532l<) 


AMMAN: 

The .Arab Centre for Heart and Special 
Swgaj 5921199 

TheLslaratc.AWli 5666131/7 

Huwcin McdicaJ Centre Tri. S36RJ3. 
856856 

Luzmila 4630195 

Khalidi M atemi ty 46442S 1 /6 

Akileh Maternity .4642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 4642362 

Malta*. J. .Amman 4636140 

Palestine. Shmcivuii ....5607071 

ShmeLsani Hospital 5669131 

University Hospital S45S45 

Al-Muasher Hospital 5667227/9 

Al-Ahli. Abdali 5664KW6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777JOJ/3 

Al. Bashir. 775111/26 

Army. Msrka 8916J t /15 

Queen Alia Hospital 5602240/50 
Amal Hospital 5674155 


--- <02)275555 

Greek Catholic Hospital 

<02)272275 

Ibn Al Nafees Hospital 
(02)247 10U 


AQABA: 

Princes. Hay a Hospital 


(03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 
QUEEN ALLA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


18:10 -Athens (RJ) 

18:15 Pairs. Milan (RJ) 

18:20 -Madrid, Geneva (RJ) 

19:40 Rome (RJ) 

20:10 — — Frankfurt (RJj 

22:15 Vienna. Aqaba (RJ) 

23:00 London, Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

23:59 Cairo (RJ) 

01:00 — Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

06KW Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Other Flights 


77m.\ information is supplied ly 
Rnya! Jordanian [RJ] injbnnarion 
department at the Queen Alia 
InierruiUimal Airport Tel. {41} 
552ML5. w here a should always be 
venf 

ied. Information m oilier flights car. 
fa' supplied on phone (44) (5270ft) 


— Rome (AZ) 

Sanaa iTY) 

Bahrain (GF) 

.Moscow (SIT) 

■ — Doha (QR) 

Jeddah (SV) 

Tel Aviv (LY) 

Cairo (MS) 


11:15 — .Tunis, Casablanca (RJ) -j .. 

11^0 Rome (RJJ ‘ . 

11^0 . Amseidam, New York (RJ) ^ 

12^0 London (RI) “ , m ^ ' ' j ( j- K . ^ 

12:20 Athens (RJ) ; ^ -‘r 

20ri)0 Jeddah (add) tRfi ; ; 

20riH) New Delhi (RJ) £ , , 

20:10 Cairo (RJ)^ 

20:20 Jeddah (RJ). j ^ 

20:40 ,-.-.-JDamascus(RJ)^^W ^ ” 

21:00 — Abu Dhabi Dubai .. 

2 2-AS Bangkok (W)| ^ m ihj [j. ’ 

22:40 Sanaa (R^S ^ V<,ji 

00^ ...Kuala Lumpur, Jakarta (RD I '.. ' 1 ^ 

01=00 Jeddah (add)(RJ)| I n „.. , , 

13:00 Jeddah (add) (Wf /M-r p .'' ■ 


r >r iL 


■ST ! v 




Other Flights .- ' n w,: ' : . 

03HW Athens (0 A)|^!sL i ' 1,11 

04 J0 ....... Rome (AZ) S ^V. . Jl1 t ... 


23:10 -Istanbul (TK) 


.ARRIVALS 


Z.ARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital 

109)983523 

Zarqa National Hospital 

— - (09(900560 

Ibn Sina HospiuU <09 1955732 

Al Hikma Modem Hospital 
.(09)990990 


IRBID: 

Princess 


Hospital 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 

08:00 Jeddah (RJ) 

08:45 Lamoca(RJ) 

O^OO .....Bombay (RJ) 

09:05 Dhahran. Riyadh (RJ) 

09:40 . Jeddah. Aqaba (add) (RJ) 

09-JO Dubai. AbuDhabi (RJi 

10:40 . — Beirut (RJ) 

16:00 Brussels (RJ) 

16:45 ..New York. Amsterdam (RJ) 

I^^O London (RJ) 

18--00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) 


Royal Wmgs (RW) 

— Aqaba (RW) 

09:05 — Amman (QALAhRW) 
09:50 Amman (Marfa Airport) (RW) 

17:20 .Tel Avjv (RW) 

18 JO Amman (QAIA) (RW) 

2? -Aqaba (RW) 

Amman (Marfa Aiiportl (RW) 


M :20 Rome(AZ)i^? fjj ..^ 

06:40 Beirut, London fBA) 1 

07:50 — Jjoakm (BA) | . . 

31:00 Sanaa (IY)|: 

13:15 — _JDoba fGE=)| . 

i4so 

1«:«0 ' 

W:15 jKUahlSVtjj: 

21^0 _._TelAviv(LYf| v 

21^40 .OwolMS)| Hif*- 


KX, *lhl 


departures 


Royal Wings (RW) 

06:45 Amman (Marlca Airport) 
08:15 Aqaba (R^j 


. i!r- 


«00 “ZZBmssels (RJ) Jordanian (RJ) Flights Amman (QAIA) .... 

:45 ...New York. Amsterdam (RJ) -Beirut (RJ) 30:45 Amman (Marka Airport) \ .. 

r ^0 London (RJ) 71™ -Aqaba. London (add) (RJ) 17^5 Tel Aviv WA v". " ? , 

'=00 Jeddah (add) (RJ) ~~Aqata.Vinnea(RJ) 2030 ... Aimnan (QAIA) v: 

!<U5 -Fri rnkfanflU) 2150 _Aqaba^ J, Jfs "‘V 
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Home News 


Cabinet 

appoints 

Turkmenistan 

representative 


AMMAN (Petra) — The 
Cabinet Saturday appoint- 
ed Mousa Breizat, Jordan’s 
ambassador to Turkey, as 
non-ambassador plenipo- 
tentiary in Turkmenistan. 

At a meeting chaired by 
Acting Prime Minister 
Abdallah Ensour, the Cab- 
inet formed a delegation, 
led by Minister of Industry, 
Trade and Supply Hani 
Mulki. to attend the World 
Trade Organisation (WTO) 
ministerial conference, due 
in Geneva from May IS to 
20 . 

The conference coin- 
cides with the 50th 
anniversary of the General 
Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT). 

The Cabinet approved a 
protocol on health cooper- 
ation between Jordan and 
Libya that was signed in 
Amman earlier this month, 
and endorsed the minutes 
of the joint Jordanian- 
Libyan meeting, which 
prepared for the higher 
joint meeting next month. 

The Cabinet approved of 
Jordan’s participation in an 
environmental conference 
to be held in New Delhi 
early next month. 

A delegation was given 
permission to attend a 
meeting in Morocco on 
June 23 on customs and 
facilitating customs proce- 
dures in the Arab World. 

The Cabinet approved 
the formation of a delega- 
tion to attend the seventh 
Arab conference on traffic, 
to be held in Tunis on May 
4. 

The first secretary at the 
Jordanian embassy in Paris 
was authorised to sign a 
fourth agreement to 
reschedule Jordan’s debts 
to France. ■ 
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Ports corporation director criticises 
continued presence of inspection teams 
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REGENT MEETS WITH FIELD MARSHAL' HRH Prince Mohammad, the 
Regent, Saturday meets with the chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Field Mar- 
shal Abdul Hafez Mira’i Kaabneh, and discusses issues of common concern to the 
Armed Forces (Jordan Armed Forces photo) 

Human rights group urges government 
to address poverty, unemployment 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Jor- 
dan Society for Human Rights 
(JSHR) has urged the govern- 
ment to give due attention to 
the questions of poverty and 
unemployment, saying that 
these foment the despair and 
frustration that lead to crimes. 

In a statement issued Satur- 
day. JSHR said that according 
to recent statistics from the 
Centre for Strategic Studies at 
the University of Jordan, 
poverty affects one-third of 
the Kingdom 's population and 
the unemployment rate now 
stands at more than 25 per 
cent. 

While prices are skyrocket- 
ing, wages and salaries are 
increasing at a very slow rate, 
thus aggravating die situation, 
especially for the limited 
income groups, said the state- 
ment 

As a result of poverty and 
unemployment the majority 
of youths have lost confidence 


in the country’s future and do 
not see a solution in the com- 
ing years, according to the 
statement which cited tire 
recent report of a man killing 
his entire family because of 
his frustration stemming from 
providing for them. 

While praising the govern- 
ment for recently opening a 
centre at the Public Security 
Department to offer help to 
the most vulnerable sectors of 
society — battered wives and 
sexually and physically 
abused women and children 
— the statement called on the 
government to address the 
causes of such crimes. 

The Family Protection Unit, 
officially inaugurated by 
HRH Crown Prince Hassan 
last month, is staffed by police 
officers specialised in the 
fields of sociology, psycholo- 
gy and law, and investigates 
and deals with crimes com- 
mitted within the family, such 


as rape, incest, physical abuse 
and threats as well as forcing 
women to engage in immoral 
acts. 

JSHR called on the govern- 
ment to re-examine its present 
policies and ensure that the 
rights of citizens are protect- 
ed. in accordance with article 
23 of the Jordanian constitu- 
tion. 

It urged the government to 
guarantee people's economic 
and social rights, without 
which, the statement said, the 
country is bound to witness 
further acts of violence, rob- 
beries, embezzlement and 
murders, among other crimes 
that have been on the increase 
in recent years. 

The statement also urged 
the government to speed up 
the introduction of the draft 
law on children's rights, 
which was drawn up by a 
national task force on children 
several months ago. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
director general of the Jordan 
Ports Corporation (JPC) Sat- 
urday criticised the contin- 
ued presence of the Lloyds' 
inspection team at Aqaba, 
saying that Aqaba port pays 
$190,000 per month to the 
British firm to search goods 
destined for Jordan and Iraq. 

Speaking at a press confer- 
ence in Aqaba, JPC chief 
Mohammad Dalabih said the 
losses make Jordan's port 
less competitive and 

Small 
explosion 
hits school, 
none injured 

AMMAN (J.T.) — An 
explosive device went off 
Saturday morning at the 
entrance of a school located 
near the Seventh Circle, 
causing damage to win- 
dows and doors but no 
injuries, a spokesperson for 
the Public Security Depart- 
ment said. 

The source told the Jor- 
dan News Agency. Petra, 
that the explosion took : 
place at 1:30 a.m. Saturday I 
morning in front of the I 
Modem American School, 
which is owned by a Jor- 
danian citizen. 

The director of the school, 
Tayseer Zamel, was quoted 
by Reuters as saying: “We 
received a phone call that 
there was a loud noise in the 
school. The police investi- 
gated the incident and it 
seems there was some kind 
of an explosion outside the 
school building, which 
damaged a few windows.” 


Market refonqs in . developing countries hurting women — professor 


. j.\l %BM-la?aaMaiigo ; 

Special to the Jordan Tones. '. 

AMMAN — Market reforms imple- 
mented in many countries as part of 
the increasingly global economy 
have harmed women, who remain the 
labour market’s most vulnerable sec- 
tor. according to a university profes- 
sor. 

In Latin America, Africa and parts 
of the Middle East, women workers, 
who often accept lower wages than 
men. have become the cheapest pro- 
ducers under globalisation, added 
Haleh Afsbar, political scientist at the 
University of York in England. 

In a recent lecture at the British 
Council, she said the femirrisation of 
the labour market has become a pre- 
dominant characteristic of the work- 
force in a global market 


Shetdesorib^ it-as. mainly a'pgrj.-, 
time; almost entirely insecure work- 
force largely made up of often very 
young women. 

"The global market demands a 
flexible workforce,” she said. There- 
fore, men who expect to have full 
time and secure jobs are not ideal 
members of such a workforce, she 
told the Jordan Times after the lec- 
ture, which covered the effects of 
globalisation and structural adjust- 
ment cm women. 

In electronics and in most 
international agricultural projects, 
women have become the obvious 
workers. 

"The flexibility of the female work- 
ing force has made them a target by 
producers as the best land of workers 
to have,” said Dr. Afshar. "When sea- 
sonal or part-time work is completed. 


women can go,- hopje ; and , not; have 
any impact on the unemployment fig- 
ures” 

In general, women worldwide are 
less paid than men. 

“Often women are paid less than 
half [as much as] men. and ai best 
two-thirds as much as men," added 
Dr. Afshar. an author of two books on 
this topic. 

She said all factors indicated that 
women work much harder than men, 
concentrate more, and are more like- 
ly to stay on with the job. 

She said economic reform plans 
presented by the World Bank and the 
International Monetary Fund (IMF) 
have harmed women. 

Dl Afshar explained that these 
institutions have put certain demands 
on Third World countries who are 
recipients of aid. 


.„i^! ;jUi)derdeyelbped- countries have, 
to adjust their economies from the 
non-tradable to the tradable.” said Dr. 
Afshar. 

She explained that the difficulty 
with this is that non-tradables include 
services provided by the govern- 
ments such as health, education, and 
social welfare. 

According to Dr. Afshar, these ser- 
vices are not only used by women, 
but are also staffed by them. 

“Retraction in the welfare, health, 
and educational sectors is highly 
detrimental to women because it 
makes them unemployed” 

Adjustment means that the state no 
longer gives anything for free unless 
an individual lives in abject poverty, 
Dl Afshar explained 

Jordan launched IMF-directed eco- 
nomic reforms in 1989. 


what’s going on 


AMMAN INTERNATIONAL THEATRE FESTIVAL 

* Dramatic reading: Tm Thinking of You” at Osama Al 
Mashini Theatre, Abdali at 6:00 p Jn. 

* Indonesian play “Ramayana” and French play “100 
Mobiles h Part I” at the Royal Cultural Centre at 7:30 p.m. 
and 9:00 pjn. respectively. 

LECTURES 

* Presentation of the Spanish translation of a book enti- 
tled “Sirat Madina: Amman in the 40s” at Instituto Cer- 
vantes, Jabal Amman at 6:00 p.m. 

* Syria’s Role in the Peace Process in the Middle East” 
(in Arabic) by Dr. Volker Perthes at the Institute of Diplo- 
macy at 3:00 p.m. 

* “Europe, the United States, and Peace in the Middle 
East” by Dr. Volker Perthes at the Institute of Diplomacy 
on Monday March 30 at 3:00 p.m. 

* “The Islamic Movement and Political Action in Jordan 
Over Half a Century” (in Arabic) by Dr. Ishaq Farhan at 
Abdul Hameed Shoman Foundation, Jabal Amman on 
Monday. March 30 at 6:00 pjn. 

ExemraoNS 

* Book exhibition at die Bishop’s School, Jabal Amman. 
First Circle, until April 2. 

* Paintings on handmade paper at Now Al Hussein 
Foundation, off Wadi Saqra Sl (Tel. 5699141/2), until 
April 25. 

* Colours of Life” ai Books @ Cafe (Tel. 837931/2. until 

March 31. ‘ 

* Works by late Iraqi artist Seddiq Ahmad at Hammura- 
bi Art Gallery, Gardens Street (TeL 5695027), until March 
29. 

* Works by Jatrianian artist Yousef Baddawi at Darat Al 
Funun, Jabal Weibdeh until April 9 (TeL 4643251/2). Also 
displaying a private collection of Mamdouh Bisbarat enti- 
tled “A Vision, An Identity” and works by contemporary 
Arab artists — “The New Collection.” 


Islamists maintain dominance 
in agricultural engineers’ union 


AMMAN (J.T) — Led by 
incumbent Jordan Agricul- 
tural Engineers Association 
(JAEA) President Hassan 
Jabec, Islamist candidates 
again have reasserted their 
dominanc e of the union's 
council for the third election 
in a row. 

The final results of Fri- 
day’s elections at the Profes- 
sional Associations Com- 
plex, released Saturday, saw 
Abdul Hadi Al Faiiahat 
elected vice president and 
the following as council 
members: Mohammad Obe- 
diar, Salim Al Nabulsi, 
Ahmad Qreifen. Abdul 
Shaqour Jaznjoum, Bassem 
AI Abdullah. Mourad Al 
Adaileh and Mahmoud Abu 
Ghaneimeh. 

The JAEA lists 5.550 
members on its membership 
roster; although only 2.46S 
have the right to vote. Of 
these, only 1,464 members 
cast votes in Friday's ballot- 
ing. 

“People have lost interest 
in the association for two 
reasons,” a general assembly 
member said Friday. “The 
elections, you can see, are 
highly politicised — there 
are two camps to choose 
from, nationalist or Islamic. 
Their slogans are hugely 
political.” 

Both Ml Jaber and his 
rival for the presidency. 


Mohammad Abu Ayasb, said 
prior to die elections that 
they would “stand firm” 
against the advancement of 
normal ties with Israel — 
which they said threaten the 
advancement of the agricul- 
tural sector — in addition to 
fighting unemployment in 
the sector and seeking better 
investment of the associa- 
tion’s retirement fund. 

The government in recent 
years has been quick to crit- 
icise the professional associ- 
ations for extending their 
mandates to political causes, 
particularly the issue of 
“normalisation,” at the 
expense of addressing issues 
that directly affect the asso- 
ciations' members. 

The associations’ objection 
to normalisation with Israel 
has been a main tenant of 
most councils — - largely 
dominated by Islamists — 
and was no exception in the 
agricultural engineers elec- 
tions last weekend. 

The government is current- 
ly considering drafting a new 
law that would cuib the asso- 
ciations' abilities to operate 
as political fora, presumably 
to quell dissent from anti- 
Israeli quarters. Tins too, 
both presidential candidates 
said, would be unacceptable 
to the association. 

Mohammad L ahham, a 
member of the JAEA gener- 


al assembly, said the associa- 
tions have been unjustly 
accused of failing to meet 
their members' expectations. 

“There are many complex 
issues at play, in all of our 
associations," he said. 

‘There is the issue of the 
failure of the peace process 
to deliver what was 

promised, there is the story 
of [the effect on Jordan of 
sanctions against] Iraq. The 
government cannot just 

blame the councils for not 
advancing the associations. 
We are not working with 
ideal conditions.” 

For these reasons, he said, 
members have little faith that 
any new council, regardless 
of its political trend, would 
be able to seriously address 
their concerns. 

‘The fact is that Jordan is 
faring major problems, so 
the council, no matter which 
one, operates in unsuitable 
conditions, and as such can- 
not be that effective," he 
says. ‘Therefore, one cannot 
blame just the council for 
our unemployment or our 
low salaries.” 

Roughly 30 per cent of 
agricultural engineers are 
employed in the public sec- 
tor and another 30 in the pri- 
vate sector. The remainder 
are unemployed. The aver- 
age salary of an agricultural 
engineer is JD120. 


adversely affect the national 
economy. 

Lloyds has been entrusted 
with conducting the inspec- 
tions, replacing the former 
allied forces ships enforcing 
U.N. sanctions on Iraq. 

Capt Dalabih noted, how- 
ever, that incoming goods 
destined for Iraq within the 
framework of the Iraq-UJC. 
food-for-oil deal are not sub- 
ject to search. 

Referring to Iraqi imports. 
CapL Dalabih said the food- 


for-oil accord has boosted 
the operations of the Aqaba 
port, through which much of 
Iraqi food and medicine 
passes. He said the port can 
accommodate 60.000-tonne 
capacity vessels, which can- 
not dock in the smaller Iraqi 
ports. 

According to CapL DaJ- 
abih, Aqaba port has the 
advantage of being able to 
unload 12 tonnes of goods 
per day. 

The economic situation in 


Jordan has improved due to 
the port's increased activity, 
said CapL Dalabih. who 
noted that in January and 
February, exports via Aqaba 
rose six per cent and imports 
by 1 8 per cent over last year. 

He said the 40,000 trucks 
travelling between Aqaba 
and other destinations in Jor- 
dan transported 945,000 
tonnes of goods over the past 
two months, compared to 
696,000 tonnes in the same 
period lasr year. 


Man sentenced to death for 
1996 murder of Turkish national 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Crimi- 
nal Court sentenced a 31- 
year-old man to death 
after finding him guilty of 
murdering a Turkish 
national and attempting 
to murder another near 
the Jordani an- Saudi bor- 
der in October 1996. 

Arafat Yousef was 
found guilty of murdering 
Ardam Khalil. 26. and 
attempting to murder 
Muthafar AJcef, 30, dur- 
ing a ride he received 
from the two near the 
border post. 

According to the court. 


Mr. Yousef, who was car- 
rying an unlicensed gun, 
decided to take their lives 
because he thought they 
were carry i ng large 
amounts of money. 

The defendant drew his 
gun, asked Mr. Khalil to 
pull over, and shot him in 
the back of the head, the 
court said. 

Mr. Akef woke up. 
overpowered the defen- 
dant. took his gun. and 
stoned running toward 
the desert. 

The suspect chased him 
with the car, struck him 
and seriously injured him 
before attempting to flee 
on foot. 


■ However, “bystanders, 
who heard Mr. Akef’s 
pleas for help, chased the 
defendant and detained 
him.” 

Mr. Yousef's attorney 
tried to file a claim of 
insanity, but the coun 
rejected his motion after 
doctors examined him 
and found him mentally 
competent. 

The verdict, handed 
down by Justices 
Mohammad Ajarmeh. 
Mifleh Mobeidin and Issa 
Hamdan last week, will 
automatically be 

reviewed by the Coun of 
Cassation with the next 
30 days. 


Court acquits two of murder after 
ruling confessions were forced 


By Rana Husseini 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The Crimi- 
nal Court, in a rare ruling, 
Saturday acquitted a man 
and a woman of the pre- 
meditated murder of a 
baby girl after doctors' 
proved that confessions 
from one of the two sus- 
pects were extracted 
under duress and torture. 

Saleh Salem, 55. and 
Mariam Salameh. 40. 
both detained since Sept. 
4, 1997. were originally 
charged with the premedi- 
tated murder of the five- 
day-old baby, who was 
allegedly bom out of 
wedlock in 1992. 

But the coun, headed by 
Judge Marwan Dabbas 
and including Judges 
Sami Karaki and Ibrahim 


Ali. found both suspects 
innocent after “it was 
proven by doctors that 
Mr. Salem was subjected 
to torture by the authori- 
ties and was forced to 
confess.” 

“The medical examin- 
-•er's reports indicaf^fr'tiial 
Mr. Salem was badly 
■beaten -up in differenr 
parts of his body while in 
the custody of the author- 
ities for questioning," 
Judge Dabbas said. 

Further, he maintained 
that “the body of the child 
was never found, hence, 
there is no solid legal evi- 
dence to support the pros- 
ecution's allegations of 
premeditated murder.” 

According to court doc- 
uments, Ms. Salameh, 
then in divorce proceed- 
ings, met Mr. Salem in 


1992 and worked at his 
shop in Jerash. They 
developed a relationship 
and shortly afterwards, 
she became pregnant, the 
court said. 

The two then decided to 

f et .rid of the child, the 
Stirt* added." Mr. v Sal fm 
drove her to Zarqa and 
dropped her near a house 
and left. Upon his return, 
he told the child's mother 
that the baby girl fell ill 
and died. 

The matter was uncov- 
ered when neighbours of 
Ms. Salameh complained 
to police that Mr. Salem 
was regularly visiting her. 

Criminal Prosecutor 
Bassem Momani, who 
had asked the court for 
the maximum penalty, 
said he plans to appeal the 
verdict. 


Japanese security scholar to deliver 
lecture on U.S. -Japan agreement 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The 
Japanese embassy has 
announced that Tadao 
Takubo, a prominent 
Japanese scholar on secu- 
rity affairs, will visit Jor- 
dan from March 28-31 to 
deliver a lecture entitled 
“U.S.-Japan Security 
Agreement and its Impli- 
cations to the Middle 
East," in cooperation 
with the Institute of 
Diplomacy, and exchange 
opinions with Jordanian 


scholars and dignitaries, 
according to a Japanese 
embassy press release. 

Dr. Takubo graduated 
from Waseda University 
in 1956 and received 
LL.D from Keio Univer- 
sity. As a professor at 
Kvorin University, he has 
won an extraordinary rep- 
utation in international 
politics and international 
relations, writing several 
books and articles, the 
statement said. 


He has also worked in 
journalism, starting as a 
correspondent of the Jiji 
Press and. in 1997. he 
received Seiron Taisho. a 
prize for excellence in 
journalism, according to 
the announcement. 

The Embassy of Japan 
expressed its deepest 
appreciation to the Insti- 
tute of Diplomacy for 
providing support to his 
visit to this country. 


PPD bars entry of 56 books from Israel 


By Ahmad Khatib 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Press and 
Publications Department 
(PPD) has banned the entry 
of 56 books from Israel 
because they mock Islamic 
and Arab culture and histo- 
ry, according to PPD Direc- 
tor Bilal Tal. 

Mr. Tal stated that the 
decision was made on a 
purely legal basis, without 
regard to the source of die 
books. 

"Once again. I emphasise 
that we are implementing 
the law, which is clear, and 
according to iL we cannot 
allow the entry of books 
that degrade God and 
Prophet Mohammad," Mr. 
Tal told the Jordan Times. 
“Other issues in the books 
do not have any relation to 
Arab history and culture.” 

However. Mahmoud 
Khalili, the owner of 


Khaiili Publishing House 
and the importer of the 
books, said there is a Jor- 
danian-Israeli agreement to 
promote cultural exchanges 
between the two countries. 
He said he applied to the 
PPD to publish a number of 
educational and culmral 
books on Arab art in addi- 
tion to some scientific 
issues. 

“The ban does not make 
any sense," Mr. Khalili told 
the Jordan Times. Tt is not 
logical that all 56 books 
contain passages humiliat- 
ing to Islam. Why don’t 
they just remove the parts 
thai they don’t like, as they 
always do?” he asked. 

“I’m totally aware of the 
Press and Publication Law, 
but in my opinion, the 
whole case is politically 
motivated and has nothing 
to do with the law,” said 
Mr. Khalili, who started the 
publishing business four 


years ago. 

According to a report in 
Al Bilad weekly, some 
political parties expressed 
relief with the ban of the 
Israeli books, saying that it 
was a wise move to protect 
young people's minds from 
dangerous ideas that might 
be found in such books. 

Mr. Tal stated that the 
PPD law does not discrimi- 
nate between local, Arab, 
and foreign media, adding 
that all are treated equally 
when it comes to what they 
are not allowed to do. 

“The court is the final 
judge in such cases," Mr. 
Tal said. 

The PPD, established in 
1927, supervises nearly 
4,134 media foundations in 
the Kingdom, including 
publishing houses, shops 
renting video cassettes, 
Internet cafes and advertis- 
ing agencies. 
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INLA guerrillas claim 


murder of ex-policeman 


BELFAST (10 — The Irish 
republican INLA guerrilla 
splinter group said Saturday 
it had shot dead a former 
policeman in Northern 
Ireland Friday night. 

The Irish National 
Liberation Army said its 
members were responsible 
for killing Cyril Stewart. 
52. in a supermarket car 
park in the city of Armagh. 
50km southwest of Belfast. 

The breakaway Irish 
nationalist militant group, 
which has never joined in 
the ceasefire called by 
Northern Ireland’s main 
republican and Protestant 
guerrilla groups, has been 
behind a spate of bomb and 
mortar attacks in Armagh in 
recent weeks. 

Stewart, who was mar- 
ried. was the 17th victim of 
violence by Protestant loy- 
alist and Roman Catholic 
republican militias since 
late December. 

Violence by rival dissi- 


dent forces since Christmas 
is widely seen as a bid to 
drive a wedge between 
politicians trying to meet an 
April 9 deadline for resolv- 
ing decades of strife in the 
British-ruled province. 

Protestant politician 
William Smith accused 
republican hardliners 
Saturday of trying to pro- 
voke retaliatory strikes by 
pro- British “loyalist" 
extremists in order fo wreck 
the fraught peace process. 

"We would see this us an 
attack by republicans which 
is designed to draw loyal- 
ists into the fray and to 
undermine the whole peace 
process." Mr. Smith, a 
peace negotiator for the 
Progressive Unionist Party 
(PUP), told BBC radio. 

“What we are seeing now 
is that the closer we get to 
t talks) agreement, we are 
seeing an amalgamation of 
all the forces that are 
against the process." Mr. 


Smith said. 

“Those on the loyalist 
side and those on the repub- 
lican side are now doing 
everything in their power to 
bring the whole process 
down.” 

The PUP is rhe political 
arm of the Ulster volunteer 
force, which called a cease- 
fire in October. 1994. 

Republican splinter 
groups say the talks, which 
are sponsored by Britain 
and Ireland, will entrench 
the bonder rather than 
remove iL which is their 
goal. 

Pro- British “loyalist" dis- 
sidents have attacked 
Roman Catholic national- 
ists. They argue that the 
talks weaken the province's 
links with Britain and will 
set it on a course for union 
with the rest of the island. 

Friday's killing was 
denounced by ministers 
who are spearheading the 
joint British-Irish peace 


effort. 

Britain's Northern Ireland 
secretary. Mo Mowlam, 
described the murder as 
contemptible. 

David Andrews. Ireland's 
foreign minister, said a way 
must found to end the 
province’s “catalogue of 
pain.” 

Seamus Mullen. a 
Catholic nationalist nego- 
tiator in the peace talks who 
lives in county .Armagh, 
urged the entire community 
to condemn the “cowardly 
act of murder." 

A bomb exploded outside 
the home of a woman 
prison officer near portad- 
own town late Friday but no 
one was hurt. The attack 
was blamed on the loyalist 
volunteer force, the chief 
anti-peace process 

Protestant militia, which 
earlier threatened to take 
“direct action" in a dispute 
with prison authorities. 


Chernomyrdin to make presidential bid 


MOSCOW tAFP) — 
Sacked Russian Prime 
Minister Victor 

Chernomyrdin said 

Saturday he would contest 
presidential elections to 
succeed Boris Yeltsin in the 
year 2000. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin, 60 
next month, had served as 
premier for more than five 
years and was seen as a 
loyal Mr. Yeltsin supporter, 
before he was dismissed by 
the president Monday. 

His announcement that he 
would run in the 2000 polls 
was made in a television 
interview to be broadcast 
later Saturday, news agen- 
cies said. 

After dismissing the gov- 
ernment Monday. Mr. 
Yeltsin said he had told Mr. 
Chernomyrdin to focus on 
preparations for the presi- 
dential elections, but it was 
not clear whether the presi- 
dent regarded Mr. 
Chernomyrdin as his chosen 
successor. 

Saturday's announcement 
appeared to mark a turn- 
around in Mr. 
Chernomyrdin's declared 
position. Immediately after 
his dismissal, he had said he 
did not regard himself as a 
candidate to succeed Mr. 
Yeltsin. 

Seen as a representative of 
the industrial lobby. Mr. 
Chernomyrdin was appoint- 
ed prime minister in 
December 1992 in a com- 
promise move by Mr. 
Yeltsin, who was then fac- 



Former Prime Minister Viktor Chernomyrdin (left), seen next to President Boris 
Yeltsin in this file photo, said Saturday he had decided to run in the next presidential 
election, due in 2000. Russian news agencies reported (Reuters photo) 


ing strong anti-reform 
opposition from parliament. 

Mr. Chernomyrdin could 
secure strong big business 
backing for a presidential 
bid but 1 his grey technocratic 
image is an electoral handi- 
cap and he would have to 
develop more charisma to 
impress voters, analysis say. 

He served us deputy min- 
ister for the gas industry 
under Soviet leader Leonid 
Brezhnev in 1982. and rose 
to become minister of the 


same sector under Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

An expert in economic 
management with a reputa- 
tion as a pragmatisL Mr. 
Chernomyrdin enjoys the 
trust of the International 
Monetary Fund (IMF) by 
rigorously pursuing finan- 
cial srabiiisation. 

But he is also seen in 
Russia as belonging to the 
clique of "red directors' ” — 
former Communist appa- 
ratchiks who reaped the 


windfalls of mass privatisa- 
tion while millions of 
Russians faced economic 
hardship. 

Mr. Yeltsin praised Mr. 
Chernomyrdin's record this 
week, saying: “He has done 
a lot for the country ." 

So far only nationalist e\- 
GeneraJ .Alexander Lebed 
and liberal reformer 
Grigory Yavlinsky have 
announced publicly that 
they will run for the presi- 
dency 


Hundreds protest at return of Prince Ranariddh 


PHNOM PENH < AFPi — 
More than 1 .000 demonstrators 
look to the street* of Phnom 
Penh Saturday to protest against 
the planned return next week of 
deposed Cambodian co- 
Premier Prince Norodom 
Ranariddh. 

Between 600 and $00 
marchers with police protection 
blocked traffic on the main 
roads in the capital, their num- 
bers swelling as they progressed 
to about 1.200. witnesses said. 

In Bangkok. Prince 
Ranariddh's cabinet in exile 
which is now preparing his 
scheduled return Monday, dis- 
missed the demonstration as the 
opinion of a vocal minority. 

’The vast majority of the peo- 
ple are cheering and waiting 
with open arms for the prince." 
said Kong VlboL a close aide to 
the prince. 

“It’s only a small minority of 
a few hundred people who are 
taking part in this protest, but 
our advance team has told us 
clearly that most Khmer people 


can’t wait for the prince to 
return” 

It was unclear who organisxl 
the demonstration and one man 
with a megaphone who 
appeared to be shouting instruc- 
tions to the crowd declined to 
answer any questions. “Thi> is 
our right of hue speech." he 
said. Many of the protesters, car- 
ried signs in English and Khmer 
proclaiming ’'Politicians must 
respect the political party law" 
and “How will Prince 
Ranariddh resolve the anarchic 
forces?" 

The signs were references to 
the prince’s resistance army and 
its top commanders who. unlike 
Prince Ranariddh, have not 
received pardons from King 
Norodom Sihanouk and whose 
future is uncertain. 

Under the political panics 
law. parties may not control 
troops or maintain autonomous 
zones — a restriction which 
may keep the prince from stand- 
ing in an election scheduled for 
July and subject him to criminal 


penalties. 

Diplomats and analysts ore 
concerned that unless at least 
two of the prince's senior gener- 
als — Nhiek Bun Chhay and 
Serei Kosa! — receive pardons, 
a Japanese-brokered peace plan 
aimed at ensuring that the elec- 
tion is free and fair may fail. 

A military court earlier this 
month sentenced the two gener- 
als and the prince in absentia to 
decades in prison on charges of 
colluding with the outlawed 
Khmer Rouge guerrilla faction 
and arms smuggling. 

Late Friday, chief government 
spokesman Khieu Kanharith 
rejected speculation that power- 
ful Second Prime Minister Hun 
Sen. who effectively ousted the 
prince last July but appealed tc 
King Sihanouk to pardon him. 
would approve pardons for the 
two generals. 

“Wc do not mind that Prince 
Ranariddh is coming back." 
said one marcher u ho identified 
himself as Muth. "But we are 
worried about more irehiine. 


Nhiek Bar. Chhav and Serei 
Kosai should no? be allowed. 
They are wish she Khmer 
Rouge." 

In a relaud development, a 
mar. claiming to represent sev- 
eral hundred of the prince's 
troops :r the resistance-held 
town of Samlo; in western 
Cambodia, -*aid he and his men 
had defected to the go\ emmenL 

“We are tired of fighting." 
Khieng Savon :old reporters in 
Phnom Penh. 

There was no immediate 
response to the aileged defec- 
tion from the prince but his 
resistance general staff said in a 
statement Samr&y that govern- 
ment troops, backed by Gve 
Links, had attacked Somlol 
Thursday and Friday sending 
Lhousands of civilians fleeing. 

It aid the attack, along with 
two others, was a “clear viola- 
tion” o: ix ceasefire agreed to 
by both vide* under the 



Police scientists examine the scene around the body of a retired policeman shot dead 
in a shopping centre car park. Cyril Stewart 52, was leaving the centre with his wife 
when two gunmen murdered him (Reuters photo) 


Japanese puin. 


Chinese dissidents urge 
clemency for Wang Bingzhang 


BEIJING (AFP i — Chinese 
dissidents Saturday urged 
the U.S. government to be 
lenient towards activist 
Wang Bingzhang who was 
arrested in New York Friday 
for passport fraud. 

“Of course, everyone 
should respect the laws of 
the country they are in. but 
in this case 1 hope that the 
U.S. government will take 
some things into considera- 
tion." Beijing-based dissi- 
dent Xu Wenfi said. 

“Wang Bingzhang is a 
Chinese citizen but he is not 
allowed to enter China 
because of persecution from 
the Chinese government." 
he told AFP. A second dissi- 
dent in rhe eastern city of 
Nanjing placed the blame 
for the incident entirely on 
the Chinese authorities. 

"If the Chinese govern- 
ment allowed Wang 
Bingzhang to enter China or 
gave him a passport then 
none of this would have 
happened." said Xu 
Shuiliang. 

Mr. Wang. 50. was 
detained by Hong Kong 
officials a week ago as he 
tried io enter the territory 
from the neighbouring 
Portuguese-run territory' of 
Macau with a fake U.S. 
passport. 

He was sent back to 
Macau after six hours and 
then flew to Taiwan, and 
back to the United States, 
where he was arrested. 

Taiwan's immigration 
authorities said Saturday 
they had been alerted to 
"problems" over Mr. 


Wang's passport during his 
six-day stay on the island, 
but had taken no immediate 
action because he was not 
considered a security risk. 

“As soon as he came here, 
we started checking if his 
passport had been altered. 
While we were still check- 
ing on it. he had already left 
the country." Interior 
Minister Huang Chu-Wen 
said. 

He said the immigration 
authorities allowed Mr. 
Wang to enter the island 
despite suspicions over his 
fake passport because "we 
knew he is a dissident, a 
sensitive figure but not a 
terrorist." According to the 
U.S. State Department Mr. 
Wang is a U.S. immigrant 
with the right to live and 
work in the United States 
but said he does not have 
citizenship. 

If he is convicted of mis- 
using a U.S. passport he 
could face a stiff maximum 
fine and prison term. In late 
January. Mr. Wang slipped 
into China via Macau using 
an alias — he was on a list 
of activists to be refused 
entry into China. 

His intention was to 
organise an internal opposi- 
tion party to the ruling 
Communists, but after a 
two-week manhunt he was 
arrested and deported. 

Mr. Wang has been a 
staunch critic of China for 
the past 1 5 years. 

He founded the "China 
Spring" magazine after 
moving to the United States 
and also the Alliance for 


Democracy, the first organi- 
sation of Chinese dissidents 
abroad. 

Speaking at a press con- 
ference in Taipei last week, 
Mr. Wang said an opposi- 
tion party aimed at promot- 
ing democracy in the main- 
land had been set up in 
China despite government 
attempts to block iL 

"The Democracy and 
Justice Party has been 
established in China by a 
group of democracy 
activists." Mr. Wang said. 

“After I was expatriated to 
the United States, represen- 
tatives have convened meet- 
ings in the" mainland sepa- 
rately announcing the for- 
mation of the party." 

Meanwhile. Chinese dis- 
sidents called Saturday for 
the release of Shanghai 
activist Yang Qinheng, 44. 
whose family was told • 
Friday that he had been sen- 
tenced to three years of • 
reform through labour. 

Outspoken dissident Qin 
Yongmin sent letters to 
Chinese President Jiang 
Zemin and U.N. Human 
Rights Commissioner Mary 
Robinson urging action to 
secure his release. 

The dissident's younger 
brother. Yang Qinming, said 
authorities alleged his 
brother had stirred up social 
unrest by reading an open 
letter on Radio Free Asia on 
Jan. 27. in which he con- 
demned China's policy on 
unemployment and argued 
for the right to form free 
trade unions. 


Pakistan 
seeks cutoff 
of arms 
supplies to 
all Afghan 
factions 


ISLAMABAD (AFP)- — 
Pakistan has proposed an 
embargo on arms supplies to 
all factions in Afghanistan 
and will pursue it through 
diplomatic efforts, a foreign 
office spokesman said 
Saturday. 

An arms cutoff, along-with 
strict and permanent moni- 
toring of major overland, air 
and water routes, will help 
promote peace in 
Afghanistan, the spokesman 
told a press briefing. 

“We will be urging all par- 
ties to consider this con- 
structive proposal" the 
spokesman said, refusing to 
go into the question of who 
was providing arras to 
whom in Afghanistan. 

He said a monitoring 
mechanism, possibly under 
the United Nations, could be 
worked out once the embar- 
go was decided. 

~ During a visit here this 
week the head of the Taleban 
caretaker governing council 
in Kabul, Mullah 
Muhammad Rabbam. 
accused Iran and several 
Central Asian republics of 
arming northern opponents 
of the Islamic militia. 

The spokesman sounded 
optimistic about the ongoing 
diplomatic efforts to open 
the peace process between 
the Taliban and the alliance 
battling the Islamic warriors. 

The new peace offensive 
got under way with the 
arrival here of UX. special 
envoy Lakhdar Brahimi 
along with a representative 
of the Organisation of the 
Islamic Conference (OIC). 

Mr. Brahimi has held 
“intensive" • ~ consultations 
with the Pakistan govern- 
ment. besides meeting senior 
Taleban officials. He wiD 
also hold talks with the 
northern alliance and gov- 
ernments in other states 
neighbouring Afghanistan. 

The Taleban militia has 
proposed the creation of a 
steering committee compris- 
ing 6-7 people from both 
sides to work for convening 
broader political talks to 
resolve the Afghan conflict. 

“It is a very important 
development,” the 

spokesman said, adding the 
steering committee could 
thrash out all aspects, includ- 
ing a format and timeframe 
for negotiations. 
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Man’s initials can affect long life, study 


- 'Billion donatio 


NEW ORLEANS <Ri — 
There's more than just 
irony involved in men's 
initials that form 
acronvms like P.I.G.. 
B.U.M. and U.G.H. — 
they don't live as long as 
those with initials like 
V.I.P. and W.I.N.. a 
California researcher said 
Friday. 

A study of death certifi- 
cates show % that men 
whose initials have nega- 
tive connotations died an 
average of 2.S years soon- 
er that the control group, 
those whose initials were 
meaningless. Nicholas 
Christenfeld. Ph.D.. asso- 
ciate professor of psy- 
chology at the University 
of California at San 
Diego, told Reuters. 

Negative initials 

appeared to have no 
impact on women, he 
said. He said the study 
focused on males because 


they typically retain their 
initials throughout their 
lives. 

Men with positive ini- 
tials lived an average of 
4.48 years longer than the 
control group. while 
women in the same cate- 
gory lived 3.36 years 
longer, he said. 

The research was pre- 
sented Friday at the 19th 
annual meeting of the 
society of behavioural 
medicine, an organisation 
that focuses on the role of 
behaviour and psychoso- 
cial conditions on human 
disease. 

Prof. Christenfeld and 
fellow researchers identi- 
fied 1 9 sets of “negative” 
initials and 12 sets of 
"positive" initials before 
examining the death cer- 
tificates of people who 
died in California from 
1969 to 1995. 

They separated out and 


compared death certificate 
information on non- 
Hispanic white males 
because they were the 
largest group*, he said. 

"We Found 2.287 nega- 
tive initials like D.I.E.. 
R.A.T.. B.U.M and 
A.S.S.. and 1.200 with 
positive initials like 
A.C.E.. W.O.W.. J.O.Y. 
and G.O.D..” he said. 

Prof. Christenfeld said 
researchers also studied 
major causes of death to 
determine if any differ- 
ence in longevity between 
groups was particularly 
strong for some diseases 
and they compared the 
prevalence of some dis- 
eases among the groups. 

The study found that 
those with positive initials 
died Jaier and from differ- 
ent diseases than those 
with positive initials and 
the control group. 

Suicide and accidental 


deaths — the two types he 
said are most affected by 
psychological states 
were higher in the nega- 
tive group. Prof. 
Christenfeld said. 

He said the study’s find- 
ings cannot be explained 
by the confounding 
effects of gender, race, 
year of death, socioeco- 
nomic status or parental 
neglect. 

“It now appears, rather 
surprisingly, . that the 
names our parents give us 
can also alter the cause 
and timing of death,” he 
said. 

“People are usually pret- 
ty careful not to name 
their kid knucklehead, but 
I guess it's easy for par- 
ents not to notice what 5 
happening with the ini- 
tials. They need to watch 
that.” 
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Southwestern Philippines forest fires send tribesmen fleeing 


MANILA (R) — Forest 
fires are spreading across 
the southwestern 

Philippines island of 
Palawan, forcing tribes- 
people to flee and threat- 
ening endangered 
species, officials said 
Saturday. 

Palawan, the 

Philippines' so-called last 
frontier, is home to 


endangered animals such 
as the tursier. the world's 
smallest primate, and 
rare plants. 

“The fires have been 
raging for almost five 
days now. Some house 1 * 
belonging to indigenous 
people were burned." 
Ricardo Sandalo. head of 
Palawan Tropical 

Forestry Protection, told 


Reuters. 

Disaster officials said 
up to 5.000 hectares of 
forest lands in the south- 
ern part of the island 
were hit by fires caused 
by slash-and-burn farm- 
ing and warm weather 
brought on by the El 
Nino weather pattern. 

More than 50 fires have 
been spotted in the south- 


ern pan of the island, 
they said. 

“We suspect uhe fires i 
were caused by El Nino. 
In some areas, it was due 
to slash-and-burn farm- 
ing." Palawan governor 
Salvador Socrates told 


rn 

the 


reporters 
Princes, 
capital. 

Meteorologists 


Puerto 

island's 


said 


mo.sL parts of the country- 
have had little rain since 
last April because nf El 
Nino. 

Officials said the 
biggest fires were near 
the mountain towms of 
Rizal and Quezon. 

Residents said some 25 
houses in Rizal. mostly 
belonging to tribespeo- 
ple. have been razed, Mr. 


Sandalo said. 

"Visibility is very poor 
so it's hard to determine 
the damage," said Vic de 
Leon, head of the 
forestry division of 
Palawan tropical. 

“1 do not know if some 
rare animals have been 
affected by the fires. But 
a rare plant species is 
found in the forests of 


and Quezon 


Rizai 
towns." 

Palawan has forest 
cover of some 1.2 million 
hectares, said Antonio 
Principe, regional direc- 
tor of the department of 
environment and natural 
resources. 

“The local government 
and residents here are 
frying to organise more 


teams to contain the 
fires,” Mr. Sandalo said. 
“Some residents are try- 
ing to contain the fir® 5 
now using spray cans ” 
Palawan disaster coor 


dinating council 

spokesman Kolando 
Bonoan said the ft®* 
continued to spread 
because of the lack of 
firefighting equipment. 
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World News 


Pentagon 
says Cuba 
is no 
threat to 
the U.S. 


Washington (afp) — 

The Pentagon has concluded in 
a report to Congress chat Cuba 
is not a significant threat to the 
United States, the Miami 
Herald reported Saturday. 

Cuba's aimed ibices are 
weak and the dangers of a 
Cuban chemical or biological 
attack on the United States are 
slim the Herald riled ibe report 
assaying. 

The Pent ag on repost was 
requested last year by Honda 
Senator Bob Graham, a 
Democratic critic of Cuban 
President Fidel Castro, as well 
as the three haid-fine Cuban- 
American members of 
Congress — Deana Ros- 
Lehdnen and Lincoln Diaz- 
Balart. both Republicans from 
Florida, and Bob Menendez. a 
Democrat from New Jersey. 

In a recent letter to Secretary 
of State Madeleine Albright, 
Mr. Ros-Lehiinen, Mr. Diaz- 
Balart and Mr Menendez say 
they are ■‘appalled” by the “cur- 
rent attempts to downplay the 
Castro threat.'’ 

There is no evidence of high- 
level Cuban involvement in the 
drug trade — contrary to what 
Mr Castro opponents have 
claimed for years — according 
to the report Neither do (he 
report authors believe that Cuba 
has prepared biological or 
chemical agents for use against 
the United States, as Mr Castro 
critics believe. 

Some vehement anti- 
Castrohes fear the half-built 
Soviet-designed Genfuegos 
nuclear plant could malfunc- 
tion and send douds of ratfioac- 
tive waste into the United 
States. 

However the report states that 
the best way to mateistbmake 
sure the plant is safe is by Jet- 
ting the ’trflematiaoal Atomic 
Enagy Agency 4 monitor its 
•afctivtty/i' * v:i - i - - ■ ■" * 

Retied Marine General John 
Steehan. the highest-ranking 
UJS. officer to visit Cuba since 
the revolution, urged President 
BiD Clinton to “regularise con- 
tacts” between the heads of fee 
Cuban and American military, 
according to the Herald. 

Gen. Sheehan was recently in 
Cuba for one week, spending 
time with President Fidel 
Castro and Cuban EXifence 
Minister Raul Castro. 

Defence Secretary William 
Cohen will present the classi- 
fied report to Congress 
Tuesday, the Herald reports. 


LOS ANGELES (AFP) — 
A respiratory care practi- 
tioner at a hospital outside 
Los Angeles may have 
hastened the death of 
some 40 patients, hospital 
officials and police report- 
ed. 

Nevertheless police have 
not arrested the practition- 
er — identified in media 
reports as one Efren 
Saldivar — nor is he offi- 
cially a suspect. 

The respiratory care 
practitioner “may have 
assisted in the early death 
of patients,” said at’a press 
conference late Friday 
Frank Dupper, one of the 
managers at the Glendale 
Medical Centre in 
Glendale, just outside Los 
Angeles. 

However, he was quick 
to add: “We don't know at 
this point whether any 
wrongdoing has been 

committed.” 

Hospital spokesman 
Mark Newmyer said that, 

' following police recom- 
mendations, the employee 
was fired, and all 44 of the 
respiratory care unit 

workers were suspended 
without pay. 

During the same press 
conference Glendale 
police spokesman Rick 
Young said that police 

earlier questioned the 
practitioner. However he 
is “not listed as a suspect," 
Mr. Young said. 

“We have not arrested 
him” Mr. Young said. “He 
was detained for 48 hours 


and was released" 

Neither Mr. Newmyer 
nor Mr. Young would con- 
firm that Mr. Saldivar was 
the employee in question. 

According to local 
media reports Mr. 
Saldivar told police that 
he was responsible for 
“assisting" the deaths of 
some 40 to 50 people 
between 1992 and 1997. 

Mr. Saldivar, who cur- 
rently has a suspended 
work licence, apparently 
killed his victims with 
lethal injections, but acted 
only if the patients were 
unconscious and appeared 
to be near death, or had 
signed a certificate asking 
not to be resuscitated. 

Local media repons 
indicate that Mr. Saldivar 
said he was responsible 
for dozens of deaths, and 
had started killing about 
three years after the hos- 
pital hired him in 1989. . 

The practitioner report- 
■edly- _ stopped . killing 
patients last August after 
finding out that a col- 
league had spotted the 
morphine he was stockpil- 
ing in his hospital locker. 

Mr. Newmyer said that 
hospital officials were 
alerted of Mr. Saldivar's 
activities on April 19 last 
year by one of their 
employees. 

However an internal 
investigation looking into 
deaths over the previous 
15 months did not bring 
up anything unusual, Mr. 
Newmyer said. 


Ten months later, on 
Feb. 16. another source 
who Mr. Newmyer 
declined to identify linked 
the same practitioner to 
suspicious deaths at the 
hospital. On March 2 hos- 
pital officials contacted 
the police. 

In a statement released 
late Friday Glendale 
police said they were 
focusing their investiga- 
tion on “one respiratory 
care practitioner who may 
have hastened the deaths 
of some patients." 

Police said they were 
contacted by hospital offi- 
cials on March 2 “regard- 
ing concern over a rumour 
that they had heard." 

Glendale police and the 
Los Angeles District 
Attorney's Office “are 
currently conducting an 
investigation with the full 
' cooperation of the hospi- 
tal’s staff," the statement 
read. 

•The investigation is 
very complex, requiring 
numerous interviews and 
a search of numerous hos- 
pital files. We have esti- 
mates of this investigation 
taking two months, possi- 
bly longer." the statement 
said. 

“We hope the public 
understands the sensitivity 
of this ongoing investiga- 
tion and will allow us time 
to investigate," the state- 
ment concluded. 


__J. $3 million donation for Ten rebels killed by 
stui guinea worm eradication Sri Lankan troops 

Ann A ITT 1 * iTVi TL _ A 


ATLANTA (R) — The 
Japanese government and 
an unidentified U.S. citizen 
have offered to donate $3 
million for efforts to eradi- 
cate guinea worm disease, 
former U.S. President 
Jimmy Carter said Friday. 

Part of the money would 
go to a new trust fund to 
combat guinea worm, 
established and held by the 
World Bank, he said- 

The Carter Centre will 
serve as executive agency 
of the trust, making it the 
first non-governmental 
agency to be named to such 
a position, the centre said. 

Mr. Carter is travelling to 
Mali next week to launch 
what he said w as “‘the final 
massive assault against this 
devastating affliction." 

“Our goal is to make it 
only the second disease in 
history to be eradicated," 
Mr. Carter said in a state- 


ment 

The Carter Centre said 
that, during the past two 
weeks, the government of 
Japan pledged $2.5 million 
and an American citizen 
donated $500,000 for 
guinea worm eradication. 

The Centres for Disease 
Control and Prevention 
(CDC) said Thursday that 
cases of guinea worm dis- 
ease worldwide have 
declined from about 3.2 
million in 1986 to 152,805 
in 1996. 

The Health Agency said 
cases were still occurring 
in India. Yemen, and 16 
African countries. 

People become infected 
with guinea worms when 
they drink contaminated 
water. The worms grow as 
long as three feet and 
emerge from a painful skin 
blister a year later. 
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Dog saviour left in hole 


BUDAPEST (AFP) — A 
man who climbed down a 
ventilation shaft to save a 
dog was abandoned at the 
bottom for four days after 
the dog’s owners took the 
liberated anim al and bur- 
ned off, reports said 
Saturday. 

The man , identified only 
as Jozsef P„ lowered him- 
self down the 20-metre- 
deep shaft on a rope, tied 
the rope around the strand- 
ed dog and the owners, a 


pensioner couple, pulled 
the animal out 

But they neglected to put 
the rope back down for 
Mr. Jozsef, who was left at 
the bottom for four days 
until a passerby happened 
to hear his weakening 
cries for help, the Magyar 
Hirlap daily said. 

He was extracted by a 
fire crew with a crane and 
hospitalised suffering 
from asphyxia and malnu- 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri 
Lankan troops killed 10 
Tamil Tiger rebels in three 
clashes in a campaign to 
capture a vital highway, 
defence ministry officials 
said Saturday. 

The guerrillas were killed 
Friday near the towns of 
Mankulam and Olumudu in 
the northern Wanni region, 
the officials said, adding the 
army suffered no casualties. 

There was no immediate 
comment on the clashes 
from the Liberation Tigers 
of Tamil Eelam. 

But the guerrillas said 
Tamils had sent a memoran- 
dum to U.N. Secretary- 
General Kofi Annan seek- 
ing his help to stop govern- 
ment “genocide” of minori- 
ty Tamils. 

It said the memorandum 
was sent by Tamil people 
from Mullaittivu, 

Kilinochchi, Mannar and 
Vavuniya districts. 

The current government 
offensive is to take control 
of a highway between 
Vavuniya and Kilinochchi. 
Mannar is to the west of the 
highway, while Mullaittivu 
is to the east. 

“The memorandum in 
clear terms states that the 
Sri Lankan government is 
engaged in genocide of 
Tamils in the (northern) 
Vanni by purposefully 
imposing a medical and 
economic blockade and 
unleashing military repres- 
sion in the region" the 
rebels said in a statement 


issued from their London 
office. 

There was no immediate 
comment from the govern- 
ment 

Meanwhile, a homeguard 
trooper guarding minister 
of ports, Mohammad 
AshrafF, was killed by 
rebels in an attack in eastern 
Ampara district, a ministry 
official said. 

“The minister was visiting 
a relative at Ninthavur vil- 
lage Friday when about 12 
rebels were spotted by the 
homeguard who opened fire 
on them. The rebels threw 
two hand grenades and fired 
back, killing the homeguard 
before fleeing." Daya 
Wijesekera, senior assistant 
secretary at the ministry. 

The minister was about 
200 metres away from the 
trooper at the time and 
escaped unhurt. 

Mankulam is the last 
major rebel-held town on 
the highway that the mili- 
taiy is trying to capture in a 
campaign that has lasted 10 
months. 

The LITE have been 
fighting for a separate 
homeland for Tamils in Sri 
Lanka's north and east 
since 1983. 

The government said in 
1996 that more than 50,000 
people had been killed in 
the war. Since then, several 
thousand more soldiers and 
rebels have been reported 
killed or wounded in the 
Wanni region. 
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Clinton arrives in South 
Africa’s economic heartland 


U-S. President Bill Clinton (centre) shakes hands with South African Foreign Minister 
Alfred Nzo as Hil l ar y Clinton looks on, upon the Clintons arrival at Johannesburg's 
airport (AFP photo) 

Hospital worker may have 
hastened the death of 40 


JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— President Bill Clinton 
arrived in South Africa’s 
economic heartland 
Saturday for the business 
part of his four-day state 
visit, that will also include 
a trip to Soweto — cradle 
of the anti-apartheid move- 
ment. 

White House sources said 
Mr. Clinton would use his 
arrival in Johannesburg. 
South Africa's business 
capital, to announce two 
aid funds worth S650 mil- 
lion. 

The fijnds would illus- 
trate the new U.S. policy 
towards Africa designed to 
develop trade links with the 
continent, in particular with 
countries which embrace 
free market policies, the 
sources said. 

The sectors which will 
benefit from the two funds, 
worth $500 million and 
S150 million respectively, 
have yet to be decided, the 
sources said. 

Mr. Clinton will also 
commit himself to support- 
ing the renewal by the U.S. 
Congress of tariff prefer- 
ences which currently ben- 
efit 29 countries in Africa. 


A White House aide told 
AFP that the U.S. will write 
off debt for the continent's 
poorest countries, amount- 
ing to a total $30 million in 
fiscal 1999. 

The token gesture is 
designed to demonstrate 
Washington's goodwill as it 
seeks to sell the concept of 
a trade bill currently before 
the U.S. Senate aimed at 
developing trade at the 
expense of aid. 

The aide said Mr. Clinton 
would also use the 
Johannesburg lee of his 
visit to propose the negoti- 
ation of free trade agree- 
ments with countries that 
meet the U.S. criteria for an 
economic relationship — 
those that pursue aggres- 
sive, raarket-orienred 
reforms. 

Before gening down to 
business, however, the 
president took time out to 
visit two of Johannesburg’s 
main satellite black town- 
ships. Thokoza and 
Soweto. 

After arriving at 
Johannesburg Airport, the 
presidential motorcade 
headed for nearby 
Maphanzela school, in the 


heart of Thokoza. 

The school was the only 
educational facility that 
remained open during 
bloody violence that rav- 
aged Thokoza and neigh- 
bouring townships in the 
early 1990s. 

The bloodletting. in 
which hundreds died! pined 
supporters of President 
Nelson Mandela's African 
National Congress tANCj 
against their rivals from the 
Zulu nationalist Inkatha 
Freedom Party {'I FPL 

The school, which boasts 
1,200 students, is situated 
in a “no-go area” between 
the IFP and ANC areas and 
drew students from both 
sides during the fighting, 
which came to an end in the 
mid-1990s after the rivals 
signed a peace pact. 

At the school, he greeted 
students before holding a 
roundtable discussion with 
a group of eight young 
South African leaders, from 
the political, business, edu- 
cational and social sectors. 

U.S. officials said the 
president was meeting 
them to “speak and 
exchange ideas because 
they represent the future of 


the country." 

Later Saturday, he was 
scheduled to visit Soweto, 
which became the focus of 
world attention in June 
1976 when thousands of 
black schoolchildren rose 
up against the apartheid 
sysrem of education. 

In three months, the 
Soweto uprising enflamed 
other townships in the 
region, leaving 575 people 
dead and 2,389 wounded. 

Mr. Clinton was to lay a 
wreath at the memorial to 
Hector Petersen, the first 
victim of the uprising. 

The president was also 
. expected to use his visit to 
Soweto, the cradle of black 
opposition to apartheid, to 
‘ speak about the U.S. com- 
mitment to helping South 
Africa meet the needs of its 
less fortunate. 

He went down to busi- 
ness later Saturday when 
he attended Lhe opening of 
a trade office in 
Johannesburg, named after 
the late U.S. Commerce 
Secretary Ron Brown. 

Mr. Clinron leaves South 
Africa for Botswana 
Sunday. 


Habibie says Indonesian 
deportation can be resolved amicably 


KUALA LUMPUR (AFP) 
— Indonesian Vice 
President Bacharuddin 
Habibie said Saturday the 
deportation of illegal 
Indonesian immigrants 
from Malaysia can be 
resolved amicably 

between the two countries. 

Mr. Habibie said on 
arrival here on his first 
visit to an ASEAN country 
in his capacity as vice 
president that there was 
“mutual understanding 
between Indonesia and 


Malaysia." 

“I feel this issue can be 
resolved amicably. 

Indonesia will cooperate 
with Malaysian authorities 
on this matter” he was 
reported as saying by 
Bern am a news agency. 

Indonesian immigrants 
at four detention camps in 
peninsular Malaysia 
resisted deportation and 
rioted Thursday, leaving 
nine dead and dozens 
injured. 

But Malaysia, unde- 


terred by the incident, 
moved Saturday to deport 
more than 9,000 
Indonesian immigrants to 
clear its detention camps. 

Mr. Habibie was greeted 
on arrival by Malaysian 
Deputy Prime Minister 
Anwar Ibrahim. The two 
leaders are expected to 
hold private talks on a 
range of issues, 
Indonesian officials said. 

The Indonesian leader is 
scheduled to . leave for 
London Sunday to attend 


the Asia-Europe meeting 
(ASEM) from April 2 to 4. 

ASEM groups 15 mem- 
bers of the European 
Union along with China, 
South Korea. Japan and 
the first seven members of 
the Association of South 
East Asian Nations 
(ASEAN) — Brunei. 
Indonesia, Malaysia, the 
Philippines, Singapore, 
. Thailand and Vietnam;.. -• 
Recent ASEAN entrants, 
Myanmar and- Laos, will 
not be at the meeting. 
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Ideas before plan, or is it? 


XT IS becoming apparent that what U.S. envoy 
Dennis Ross is carrying on this visit to the 
region is only some “ideas”’ for the considera- 
tion of both Israel and the Palestinians. We bear 
that Ross wants merely to reactivate the stalled 
peace talks between them and not necessarily 
unveil a grand plan for their ultimate success. 
The plan will crystallise, it seems, only after the 
restarted negotiations are concluded and their 
results presented to President Bill Clinton. 

We would have thought that assessing the 
positions of the tw o sides has already been done 
and that now is the time to put forward the 
long-awaited American initiative. The 
Palestinians have been led to believe that the 
stage of sending feelers is behind us already 
paving the way for submitting the new plan. But 
instead Washington appears to be seeking the 
endorsement of its ideas first by Israel and later 
by the Palestinians before the initiative can be 
announced formally. Which does not augur well 
for meeting the expectations that the US. will 
advance its own initiative no matter what the 


pressures. 

Meanwhile, Prime Minister Benyamin 
Netanyahu is busy resisting demands for a size- 
able Israeli withdrawal on the pretext that a 13 
per cent redeployment, as Washington is 
proposing, would compromise the security of 
Jewish settlements, and even Tel Aviv's Ben 
Gurion Airport. The Israeli leader is on record, 
therefore, as offering a one and only 9 per cent 
withdrawal before final status talks can begin. 

It sfnkes usls preposterous 'to suggest that a 
qierej^ percent withijr^wal, would put Israel's 
security at risk in two major areas. Netanyahu 
knows only too well that when final status nego- 
tiations are concluded, withdrawals would have 
to be much larger than the extent of 13 per cent 
envisaged by the Americans. If Netanyahu cal- 
culates that a modest pullback now would jeop- 
ardise his country's security, what is he going to 
do when the question of land-for-peace has to be 
discussed In its entirety? 

The Israeli government has to get serious, or 
this chance for peace will disappear for a long 
time to come. It has to make the necessary' bard 
decisions. The Palestinians made them when 
they agreed to the Oslo accords. It is incumbent 
on Israel to move in that direction, now. by 
enabling Dennis Ross not to return home once 
again empty-handed. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


AI Arab A1 Yawrn’s Riyud Hroub Saturday said the 
UN. secretary general recently announced that the U.S. 
is indebted to the world organisation by S500 million 
and its failure to pay its dues could lead to it being 
deprived of the right to vote. In short the U.S. is in vio- 
lation of the U.N. and its various agencies and so it is to 
be considered ineligible to serve as a mediator for the 
world organisation, he said. In this light the U.S. has no 
right to play the role of the world's police or threaten to 
attack Iraq with a mandate from the U.N., according to 
the writer. In various organisations a defaulting mem- 
ber is- deprived of taking part in their meetings or to 
have a say in voting on decisions and as such at the 
U.N.. the U.S. has no right to act for the world organi- 
sation in waging war on Iraq, imposing sanctions on 
Libya and Sudan and claiming to be defending the 
cause of justice, he added. Since the U.S. indebted to 
the U.N T . organisation it should not have the right to 
vote in the Security Council against Iraq or to veto any 
resolution condemning Israel’s actions in the occupied 
Arab lands, he continued. The U.S. administration 
should not only be regarded as adopting a double stan- 
dard policy but also as a cheat, not eligible to play the 
role of peace broker. 


AI RaTs Fahed Fanek said it is not possible for 
Jordan to become self-sufficient in various food items 
and the Kingdom has to depend on imports of certain 
commodities that cannot be produced locally. To ensure 
food security as some economists advocate the 
Jordanians should produce particular products demand- 
ed by markets here and abroad and with the income buy 
items it cannot produce itself. Being affiliated to the 
European Union as an associate and since it has adopt- 
ed an open market economy. Jordan can only depend on 
an exchange of trade to meet its requirement of food 
and other commodities, stressed the writer. Citing the 
example of Japan, the writer said the Asian country 
imports oil. iron and numerous other commodities 
which it does not have and exports manufactured goods 
whose earning finance the purchase of food which it 
does not produce. The policy of trying to secure food by- 
growing it locally can never help the Jordanian econo- 
my. according to the writer who quoted an agricultural 
export as saying that Jordan would need to grow cereal 
on every bit of cultivable land to meet the grow ing 
needs of the Jordanian people, but in this case, he 
added. Jordan w-ould not be producing any other agri- 
cultural product. 



Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek, 


How to use privatisation proceeds 


IF THE negative responses towards privatisation, made 
by the majority of parliament members IMPsi. did not 
kill the privatisation programme, it will at least slow 
down the process, and may at the same time ease the 
pressure on the government, exerted by the International 
Monetary Fund I IMF) and the World Bank, to speed up 
the process. 

But both the few supporters and the many opposers of 
privatisation agree the government must eventually with- 
draw from certain economic activities and transfer them 
to the private sector. They do. however, differ on the 
extent to which the process should go. on the scale of pri- 
orities that should be adopted by the government, on the 
timetable for implementation, and on the projects that 
constitute strategic activities that must be exempted from 
the process to remain in the public sector domain. The 
concept of strategic partner was unanimously rejected 
out of hand, especially when it comes to a company like 
the Jordan Cement Factories Company, a well managed 
entity which can be sold gradually to Jordanian investors. 

What we are interested in here is the best way to utilise 
the proceeds of privatisation, which could be in the tens 
or hundreds of millions of JDs. Some observers worry 
that the government may use the proceeds to finance its 
recurring expenditure. Others think that reinvesting the 
funds by the government is counterproductive because it 


means a return to the public sector as an investor and to 
bureaucrats as managers of businesses, which is contrary 
to the very concept of privatisation. The question there- 
fore should be resolved in advance in an acceptable and 
agreed manner. 

The government, represented by Deputy Prune 
Minister Dr. Jawad Anani, came up with the innovative 
idea of a fund for future generations, which means sav- 
ing the proceeds for the future. This sounds like a good 
and appealing idea, but it does not make sense in a coun- 
try which lacks capital. There is no guarantee that the 
next government will not take the liberty of using such 
funds" in the event circumstances arise, as happened to 
the Kuwait fund for generations which was drawn to 
finance American troop build-up against Iraq. Having a 
fat fund saved for the future may deny us the right to ask 
for Arab or foreign aid or. for that matter, to ask creditors 
to give us any kind of relief. 

It may be too luxurious to differ on how to use the pro- 
ceeds of privatisation in a country where the central gov- 
ernment's budget depends heavily on external borrowing 
to finance deficits and make ends meet, or in a country 
where infrastructure is lacking and the volume of invest- 
ments unable to create enough jobs to cope with unem- 
ployment. 

The best way to use the proceeds of privatisation is to 


build a modem infrastructure, which should be publicly 
owned, because the private sector is not interested, such 
as dams and highways. We can also prepay debts carry- 
ing commercial interest rates including buy-back of 
Jordanian sovereign bonds circulating in the market at a 
discount instead of leaving them to the coming genera- 
tions Finally the eovemment can turn over the proceeds 
to the Central Bank especially when the treasury is heav- 
ily indebted to the Central Bank and must repay its debt 
from a non-recurring source which will support the 
reserves of the Central Bank and relieve it from having to 
sell certificates of deposits t CDs) at a high cost in order 
to absorb excess liquidity in the market which was creat- 
ed by government withdrawing on the Central Bank dur- 
ing the eighties. The Iraqi debt of $1.2 billion should also 
be the Ministry of Finance's responsibility and not car- 
ried in the balance sheet of the Central Bank, not to men- 
tion, Royal Jordanian airline's huge debts guaranteed by 
the treasury. 

The Central Bank foreign exchange reserves can 
accomplish the job of a fund for future generations, it can 
support private sector investments and strengthen public 
confidence in the economy. A sizeable reserve with the 
Central Bank is a prerequisite for monetary stability, sus- 
tainable economic growth, and national independence. 
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Behind the bad press on Robin Cook 
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Bv Peter Hinchcliffe 


JUDGED BY the number of column inches 
the Middle East has once again dominated 
the foreign news pages of the more serious 
British press. For once it was not Saddam 
who stole the headlines but British Foreign 
Secretary Robin Cook. This was of course 
because of his confrontation with radical 
Israeli settlers on Jabal Abu Ghneim or Har 
Homo, which attracted massive coverage 
on television as well as in the newspapers. 
The actual stormy confrontational scenes 
and all might almost have been overlooked 
had it not been for the astonishingly fero- 
cious reaction of the Israeli government. 
Accusations of dishonestly reneging on 
previous agreements and the cancellation 
of an official dinner for Mr. Cook by Prime 
Minister Benyamin Netanyahu were promi- 
nently reported. And all kinds of different 
conclusions drawn by the usual suspects 


In this case offensive behaviour not only on 
behalf of the U.K. but also the European 
Union t'EU) whose presidency Britain cur- 
rently holds. Words like “fiasco” and 
“diplomatic disaster* proliferated. Readers 
were reminded of Queen Elizabeth's visit 
to Pakistan and India last year when Mr. 
Cook had upset the Indians by an allegedly 
"clumsy foray" into the Kashmir dispute 
thus plunging an avowedly apolitical (to 
celebrate the 50th Anniversary of India and 
Pakistan's independence) Royal visit into 
over- hyped controversy. 

Also as far as the Har Homa/Jabal Abu 
Ghneim incident was concerned some of 
the press speculated that this would jeopar- 
dise the relationship between Mr. Cook and 
Prime Minister Tony Blair — to whom Mr. 
Netanyahu had apparently complained 
about the Foreign Secretary's behaviour. 
Mr. Blair is visiting Israel in April to mark 
another half-centenary celebration. Some 


that in recent years the balance of public 
sympathy as measured by British press 
commentaries on “Arab/Israel has dramati- 
cally shifted in favour of the Arabs — 
specifically the Palestinians.’’ Little to do 
with the success of the traditionally fairly 
ineffectual “Arab lobby" (although they 
have improved) and despite the best efforts 
of the much better organised pro-Israeli 
pressure groups. Rather the personal 
achievement of one man — Bibi 
Netanyahu — with the active assistance of 
the more hardline members of his govern- 
ment. Jabal Abu Ghneim is a classic exam- 
ple of this phenomenon! The more thought- 
ful newspapers were (admittedly after 
some reflection) unanimous in blaming the 
Likud government for Mr. Cook's misad- 
ventures. As Rupert Cornwell wrote in the 
Independent on March 19: “Ultimately the 
blame for the mess lies with the Israelis: 
not so much the bigots who daub *anti- 
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corps of “Middle East experts" who are 
always trotted out for a brief sound bite on 
these occasions. The dust is only now- 
beginning to settle. The press has moved on 
to other (mostly domestic! topics. Old news 
is no news. 

Mr. Cook has been portrayed as a contro- 
versial figure in British politics and does 
not always enjoy good press. He has the 
reputation in some (mostly opposition 
Conservative Party) quarters of being acci- 
dent-prone. His personal life — he has just 
parted from his wife after 2S years of mar- 
riage — has been held against him but the 
main charge is one of upsetting too many 
important foreigners to the detriment of 
British interests. One journalist wrote that 
he had committed a "capital offence” for a 
diplomat by “offending both sides at once.” 


ter would have to grovel to his Israeli oppo-! sulate, but a right-wing government that 
site- number j and*ieg forgiveness for Mfip •tifisistsaoibdts oghswotbeild settlements as 


Cook's bad behaviour. 

It’s a pity but, I fear inevitable, given the 
nature of the British press — any press in a 
democratic society — that issues get 
obscured by personalities and party poli- 
tics. Cut-throat media competition is anoth- 
er factor. With a few honourable exceptions 
it is not the primary purpose of the average 
journalist to inform the reader. Distortion 
and sensationalised controversy sell papers. 
Cool objective analysis does* not. But in 
this case, discounting much of the rhetoric, 
the issues shone through clearly enough. If 
Mr. Cook got bad press. Mr. Netanyahu got 
it worse one as far as the substance of what 
the fuss was all about was concerned. 

I have mentioned in previous “letters” 


and when it pleases.’ 1 
Another commentator on the point about 
the ability of Europe to mediate in the 
peace process suggested that the only 
mediator that was acceptable to Mr. 
Netanyahu was one who would not be so 
unkind as to criticise him and would agree 
with everything he did! There was also a 
widespread belief (shared in official circles 
if my informants are to be believed) that the 
whole incident was orchestrated by the 
Israeli prime minister (and hyped out of all 
proportion) to strengthen his personal posi- 
tion with his own right wing. As for medi- 
ation generally, and many people feel that 
Europe should play a more prominent role, 
Rupert Cornwell wTOte: 


“No, the plain truth is that as long as Mr. 
Netanyahu remains prime minister of Israel 
and pursues his current policies, neither 
Britain nor the European Union — regard- 
ed as incorrigibly pro-Palestinian — nor 
even the United States have a hope of bro- 
kering a deal acceptable to both sides. 

Indeed the Netanyahu snub may be taken as 
a warning to the U.S. of what might hap- 
pen, should Washington press too hard on 
the settlements. If Mr. Cook’s “diplomatic 
disaster” has illuminated to the world just 
how inflexible Israel is. then so much the 
better." 

That is a depressing thought. There is lit- 
tle point in hig hlighting Mr. Netanyahu's 
“inflexibility" if no one — not even 
Washington — will (or can) do anything 
about it Inflexibility by one party should 
not be used as a pretext for not trying. I 
very much hope that Mr. Blair — batting 
for Europe as well as Britain can do some- 
< thing to change Israeli attitudes in the inter- 
ests of peace. The Labour Party in Britain 
has traditionally enjoyed friendly ties with 
Israel — as the Board of Deputies of 
British Jews crossly reminded Mr. Cook on 
his return from the region. So actually has ^ ^ ( . 
Europe. If Mr. Netanyahu does nor listen lo ! 

his friends in the wider world be, and 
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Likud, may come to regret it one day. Can 


European economic sanctions — as a 
major Israeli trading partner be ruled out? 

We return to Scotland soon. Next letter 
from there. Hopefully in the wake of Tony 
Blair’s trip. Abu Ghneim is not on his itin- 
erary'. But another settlement may be. Let's 
see. 


The writer, a retired diplomat and was 
British ambassador to Jordan. He con- 
tributed this article to the Jordan Times. 


MENABank officials say start-up hinges on 

congressional green light 


By George S. Hlshmeh 


Washington — if the united 

States is not having much luck at 
present with its often-trumpeted 
“plan" to revive the comatose 
Middle East peace process, it is 
not faring better in injecting new- 
life into another important com- 
ponent of the process, the Middle 
East-North African economic 
conferences. 

The annual economic confer- 
ences. sometimes held at summit 
level, wore launched more than 
five years ago in Casablanca with 
high expectations that Arabs and 

Israelis will together build a 
“new Middle East" in tandem 
with the new peace edifice 
encompassing the vast region. 

But with the back sliding that 
has occurred ever since 
Benyamin Netanyahu took over 
the premiership of Israel, the 
multilateral process has had its 
own unpublicised setbacks. At 
the last MENA economic confer- 
ence. held in November in Doha. 
Qatar, most of the Arab countries 
boycotted this bid at economic 
normalisation with Israel. As a 
result, no Arab state accepted to 
host the 1998 conference. 

Consequently, it was then 
decided that the working group 
comprising the four core parties 
of the Middle East peace process 
— Jordan. Egypt. Israel and the 
Palestinians — the hosts of all 
the previous MENA conferences 
as well Canada, Japan, the 
European Union and the United 
Slates will get together at the 
annual meeting of the World 
Economic Forum in Davos. 


Switzerland, in January to agree 
on the venue of the next meeting. 
The forum is the organiser of the 
conferences. 

But that Davos meeting turned 
out to be inconclusive and neither 
the World Economic Forum nor 
the U.S. State Department would 
engage in any discussion for the 
record about the failure at Davos. 
The excuse is that behind-the- 
scene efforts are still under way- 
in the nope that an Arab country’ 
will step forward and offer to 
host next year's conference, 
which usually takes place in 

November. 

U.S. officials nonetheless have 
not given up. and another meet- 
ing of the working group is 
expected next month in 
Washington in yet another try at 
settling this embarrassment. 
Tunisia or Oman remain the like- 
ly sites for the conference. 

Those American officials deal- 
ing directly with the MENA eco- 
nomic process argue that the 
countries of the Middle East and 
North Africa ought to take a cue 
from Europe which has been 
more successful during the post- 
world War II period at coordinat- 
ing economic and trade policies 
than achieving political unity. 

In order to give the economic 
process a much-needed push, the 
Clinton administration has 
recently sponsored two trips to 
Washington of the transition 
team that has been engaged in 
setting up the so-called 
MENABank or the Bank for 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development in the Middle East 
and North Africa. The fledgling 


bank, the flagship of the MENA 
economic process, has been 
undergoing severe labour pains 
in Cairo, which serves as its 
headquarters. 

The transition team, led by for- 
mer L r .S. Ambassador David J. 
Dunford. is composed of mem- 
bers from the United States, 
Japan, the Netherlands. Italy. 
Canada. Egypt and Israel. 


11 is estimated that 
the Middle East 
will need about 
$500 billion over 
the next 10 years 
to maintain a five 
per cent growth 
rate. 


As a result of the two promo- 
tional visits to Washington, the 
second completed last week and 
which included presentations 
before congressional budgetary 
committees, financial institutions 
and think-tanks, senior U.S. offi- 
cials are now more optimistic 
about the chances of U.S. fund- 
ing in the next fiscal year. The 
U.S. budgetary process, which 
began in February, lasts until the 
fall. 

At present, the United States is 
only providing funding for the 
transition team but as the largest 
shareholder it has yet to make a 


contribution to cover its 21 per- 
cent shore of the bank's budget. 
The United States has promised 
to come up with a meager $52 
million a year for the next five 
years. The initial capitalisation 
of the bank will be S5 billion, 
with one quarter paid in. 

The MENABank officials are 
of the opinion that once the U.S. 
Congress gives the green light, 
they can begin operations soon 
thereafter. In fact, some U.S. 
observers believe that in order to 
speed matters up and considering 
the reluctance of the U.S. 
Congress to dish out additional 
economic assistance. Israel and 
Egypt could forego an amount 
equal to the U.S. share to help 
start the ball rolling. Actually 
that s what happened when 
Jordan last year needed addition- 
al U.S. economic aid. 

According to Ambassador 
Dunford, who served as his coun- 
try’s envoy to Oman, the 
MENABank has a private-sector 
focus, including authority to lend 
to borrowers without a sovereign 
guarantee, that is, without any 
guarantee that the loan will be 
repaid if necessary by the gov- 
ernment of the country in which 
the borrower is located. The only 
other bank that can do that is the 
International Finance 

Corporation, a World Bank affili- 
ate. 

Other shareholders in the bank 
include the four core peace 
process parties and Algeria, 
Morocco and Tunisia, each hold- 
ing four per cent. Russia, Japan 
Italy, the Netherlands. Canada’ 
Turkey and Greece have also subl 
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scribed. Twenty five percent of 
the capital is being reserved for 
countries that may join once the 
bank begins operations. 

Ambassador Dunford noted that 
China is one of those countries 
but he said that membership by 
Arab Gulf states may not happen 
any time soon. 

Ambassador Dunford said the 
bank will focus on regional pro- 
jects. varying in size between 
$10 million and $1 billion. 

Among the projects he cited, dur- 
ing a talk at the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy, 
were a deep sea port at Port Said 
for transhipping containers: a 
Dead Sea Water Treatment and 
Production Facility, a Wadi ^ h 
Araba Wind Power project, and a ^ ‘^li.ir,; 
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that has a credit reporting agency . 

It is estimated that the Middle ,S| o n , ( 

East will need about $500 billion 
over the next 10 years to main* 
tain a five per cent growth rate- 
But the region today receives 
only one per cent of global for- 
eign direct investment and' ^ 
amount of concessional official 
financing flowing to the region is 
reportedly on the decline. . Jn 
.MENABank hopes that through -p^ii^ • ^m :: 
co-financing with other public ■' .. 

and private financial institutioitf " 1 

as well as private investments 
will use its $5 billion capital 
to leverage a much greater flo* 
of private resources. 

In the final analysis, all this is 
dependant on movement in 
peace process which to date doe* 
not seem vety promising. 
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The unknown future of the State of Israel 


Following is the second and last part of an essay by 
Marc Ellis entitled. The Boundaries of Destiny: Map- 
ping Oslo and the future of the Jewish people. The first 
part was published in the Jordan Times yesterday. 


IN GERMANY, on the verge of the 50th anniversary of 
Israel, with the map of Israel as it is and will be, 1 csune full 
circle. The tension I felt among Ger mans and within 
myself a decade earlier, the tension of the suffering of the 
past and the call to the present, was broken. I decided that 
the discussion about Jews in Germany is not about Jews, 
but about Germans and Germany and how they will make 
their way into the future. The actuality of Jewish suffering 
in the Holocaust is a symbolic marker, albeit a horrifying 
one, through which different political and ideological fac- 
tions within Germany argue their positions. So too in the 
Jewish world. The boundaries of Israel have expanded 
through a political and military process that often calls 
upon the victims of the Holocaust os reminders of the pos- 
sibility of weakness and disempowermenL But in securing 
power at the expense of Palestinians and making the dis- 
possession and the remnantisation of Palestinians perma- 
nent, the victims of the Holocaust are symbolic markers as 
well. For can the permanent dispossession of a people be 
called for by the survivors of the Holocaust without limit- 
ing their own witness to the pain and suffering they experi- 
enced? Even more difficult is the ghettoisation of a people 
in the name of the victims of the Holocaust 

At some point, the claim of emergency, the refusal of 
accountability, the drawing on the sufferings of the past as 
justification for oppressing another people in the present, 
becomes empty. The dead are trivialised, not, as was feared 
by some post-Holocaust commentators, because every peo- 
ple compared their suffering to that of the Jews, but because 
the deeds of Israel, with the full support of the Jewish estab- 
lishments in Europe and America, rendered their memory 
“usable" in accomplishing the goals all states seek: expan- 
sion, hegemony, power. In using the dead as symbolic 
markers to avoid the complexity and reality of contempo- 
rary life, the end of the era of Auschwitz comes into view. 
That era was about the victims of Auschwitz and other 
things as well, a complex intermingling of mourning, true 
repentance, and calculated manipulation. The mixture 
could be expected, as remembrance is never pure. One 
must thus establish a boundary for memory so that the cries 
of the vic tims will lose their utility, so that they will not be 
further soiled by the use of their memory for acts that they 
cannot control and would find difficult to justify. 

The boundaries of Israel are not the boundaries estab- 
lished by the suffering Jews of Europe, nor can they be jus- 
tified in their name. To the side of Sharon's map next to my 
first note I appended this statement: LI Lct us declare these 
boundaries as our own, willingly established, sometimes 
fought against, and permanent, -with all the repercussions 
for Palestinian life and Jewish life as well." On the 50th 
anniversary of Israel we have come to an end of the era of 
Auschwitz and with that we have come to the end of a his- 


tory that was severely wounded in the Holocaust The 
responsibility is a joint one and both are, from different 
vantage points, unforgivable: the German and European 
responsibility for what was thrust upon us so cruelly; the 
Jewish responsibility for what we did and refused to do in 
the emergency years after the Holocaust and what we have 
done and refused to do after the emergency was over. With 
the passage of time and the assumption of responsibility. 
Jews are now accountable. The ramifications of this 
responsibility are enormous and yet must be faced soberly. 


The end of the era of Auschwitz, 
signalled by the boundaries of 
Israel and the memory of the 
victims of the Holocaust, means 
that Jewish history — as we 
have known and inherited it — 
has a boundary as well. 


The end of the era of Auschwitz, signalled by the bound- 
aries of Israel and the memory of the victims of the Holo- 
caust, means that Jewish history — as we have known and 
inherited it — has a boundary as well. That boundary 
places Judaism and Jewish life in the past and to carry it on 
in the present, as if nothing beyond peripheral change has 
occurred, is to instrumentalise Jewish life as Israel has done 
to the Holocaust. If the borders of the state are the borders 
of Jewish life, what is the road ahead? Does the end of the 
era of Auschwitz mean more than the end of conventional 
Jewish life? Does it mean that those who associate with 
Jewish life in any of its manifestations blaspheme the depth 
of suffering and struggle that Jews inherit? There are Jews 
who struggle, without any religious affiliation and often 
without any Jewish articulation, to tend those wounded by 
Israeli soldiers, to document human rights violations 
caused by Israeli law and policies, to live among Palestini- 
ans as a sign of solidarity at the end of Jewish history. One 
wonders if these Jews, unannounced and unheralded, even 
vilified, without liturgy or mysticism, carry the Jewish 
covenant into another geography, uncharted, outside the 
boundaries set by the state and contemporary Jewish life. 
Is theirs a journey of solidarity and mourning, a refusal of 
boundaries that defy contemporary Jewish life as the true 
and only heirs of the past? 

Among these few are children of Holocaust survivors. 
Do they point to a way of true memorialisation and authen- 
tic respect for the victims of the Holocaust? Do they hon- 
our a past and pave the way for a future that refuses to con- 
tinue the cycle of violence that ended a history they hold 
dear? As I left Germany I thought of these lone individuals 
and saw in their witness the wails of the memorial propos- 


al in Berlin, with the faded Hebrew lettering, as a sign of 
the future. A solitude ro be sure, leaving, behind the known, 
propelled by the suffering of Jews and Palestinians, and a 
solidarity with the victims of power regardless of who they 
are or what their justification is: a future that leaves behind 
the covenant and the God who is known and used. Will a 
new covenant and God be discovered in this journey? 

If Jewish history' is at an end. who will remember those 
who journey toward the “other" as a sign of fidelity to the 
history which is drawing to a close? Preparing for Shabbat 
after my return from Germany, these thoughts haunted me. 
For it was at the time of my first journey to Germany, a 
decade earlier, that Shabbat had taken on a greater impor- 
tance for me. For years I hesitared because the words of the 
prayers held meanings I found difficult to affirm. Nonethe- 
less I found the ceremony itself to be important and thus 
embarked on a regular observance, one that has become 
increasingly important to me. Yet I have never found Shab- 
bat to be simply a celebration, a time of joy as it is supposed 
to be. Rather it is a time of reflection and concentration, a 
time of beholding, and with family, a time of recognition. 
This has continued and deepened over the years. In com- 
ing ro observe Shabbat was I preparing for the end that now 
is evident? Perhaps, like those who crossed the boundaries 
of the state. Shabbat is my way of focusing on the next 
arena of struggle, the integration of the remnant Palestini- 
ans into Israel with an equal citizenship and with the same 
rights and responsibilities. 

Thus though the external boundaries of the state are in the 
process of being finalised, internal political, cultural and 
economic life will be fluid and changing. The incorpora- 
tion of the “other" into the larger Israel is bound to create 
pressures and opportunities that are difficult to calculate 
and control. Could this arena now be the place of the prac- 
tice of fidelity, where displacement becomes inclusion, and 
the recognition of a joint history of Jew and Palestinian is 
boldly asserted? In the long run this means the continual 
extension of rights until all areas of life are shared between 
Jews and Palestinians. A binational reality, already existing 
but not as yet fully acrualised. would come into being 
where both communities recognise one another as worth- 
while and contributing to a larger whole. 


as they stand today, will inevitably bring this new identity 
into existence. The Jewishness experienced there and by 
extension in the West as well, whatever it might be, will not 
be the Jewishness that we have inherited, A new histofy 
will be born, the contours of which are unknown and will 
be worked out over the centuries. 

This new’ chapter cannot be defined in advance or pre- 
pared for, but it must be struggled for in the name of the 
past, for the principle of justice, and without a desire to pre- 
serve what has ended in nam e and structure. The fidelity of 
those Jews who have come into solidarity' with the Pales- 
tinian people at the end of Jewish history must be a fidelity 
without desire or plan, without hope of rescuing Judaism or 
the ethical framework which has prompred their solidarity, 
without preconceived boundaries, even in opposition io 
those cast by the state. In essence, a new beginning must be 
struggled for to create a history which may, indeed is like- 
ly to, take on a completely different character than is now 
known to us. 

The character of Jewish history has always evolved, and 
though the consternation over the changing definition of 
who is a Jew as proposed by the Orthodox in Israel and 
opposed by those in the Conservative and Reform commu- 
nities in America, has been vigorous — with of course a 
corresponding silence on the central issue facing the Jewish 
world — the" real change in Judaism and Jewish life has 
already been defined by the oppression of the Palestinian 
people. When that oppression ends, another understanding 
of Jews and Judaism will evolve, though what relation it 
will have to previous history remains to be discerned in the 
future. For this is where we have arrived on the 50th 
anniversary of statehood. 

Celebrating within injustice is as futile as mourning what 
cannot be retrieved. There is a future beyond injustice and 
mourning, beyond the boundaries of the present. 

The boundaries of our lives have never been and are not 
now the boundaries of our destiny. Living at and through 
the end of Jewish history is a challenge few would choose. 
And yet the context of fidelity is always bequeathed to a 
generation rather than chosen. What is done with that 
inheritance is our choice. In turn that choice helps to nar- 
row or expand the possibility of Jewish life to the genera- 


When [the] oppression [of Palestinians] ends, another 
understanding of Jews and Judaism will evolve, though what 
relation it will have to previous history remains to be discerned in 

the future. 


One day the particularities of the Jewish and Palestinian 
communities might give rise to an identity for both groups 
that embraces those particularities as it issues into a shared 
identity that also transcends both. Unless we believe in a 
genetic propensity for separateness, shared geography, con- 
flict and possibility, especially with the boundaries of Israel 


lions which follow. 

To be in solidarity with the Palestinian people on the 50th 
anniversary of Israel is a path of fidelity that one day will 
give birth to a destiny of justice and dignity for Jews and 
Palestinians, and leave a Jewishness worth bequeathing to 
those who come after. 
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By Dr. A. Clare Brandabur 

SABEEL IS an organisation shaped 
by the vision of Father Naim Stafan 
Ateek, author of Justice and Only 
Justice, designed to foster 'a theolo- 
gy of liberation for Palestinian 
Christians. When a friend in Wash- 
ington e-mailed to me here in Jor- 
dan the programme for this year’s 
Sabeel Conference (held from Feb- 
ruary II to 16), I saw that Edward 
Said was to give the keynote 
address, and that the programme 
included Professor Ibrahim Abu- 
lughod. Father Elias Chacour 
(author of Blood Brothers), Marc 
Ellis (author of Beyond Innocence 
and Redemption), Professor Rose- 
mary Ruether (co-author of The 
Wrath of Jonah), Reverend Don 
Wagner (co-author of All in the 
Name of the Bible and founder of 
the Palestine Human Rights Cam- 
paign), Rev. Michael Prior, author 
of The Bible & Colonialism) among 
many other distinguished scholars, I 
was determined to attend. 

The packed auditorium of Bethle- 
hem University on Friday evening 
February 13, greeted the arrival of 
Professor Said with a sustained 
standing ovation, testimony to the 
sense of history shared by all those 
present. Bethlehem University’s 
choir performed the familiar hymn 
to Jerusalem in which many of the 
audience joined... “and all who 
would might enter and no one was 

denied " praying for a unitary and 

peaceful Holy City, now a city of 
bloodshed, "ethnic cleansing and 
apartheid. 

Prof. Said's brilliant lecture and 
his subsequent talk at Biizeit Uni- 
versity have been printed and 
broadcast on TV. In this personal 
report, I wish to focus on other less 
publicised sessions of the Sabeel 
Conference including an exchange 
of ideas which has particular rele- 
vance at this historic moment when 
the Oslo agreement is being used to 
speed up the confiscation of Pales- 
tinian land and to turn the remnants 
of the “peace process" into a shame- 
ful hoax. 

Rev. Prior: Can Christians Wor- 
ship A Vindictive God who Com- 
mands Genocide Against Whole 
Peoples? Having heard Father 
Prior present a paper at the 
Jerusalem Day Conference in 
A mman in October 1996, J knew 
the work of this Roman Catholic 
priest, historian and theologian, 
who spent last year as a visiting pro- 
fessor at Bethlehem University. 
Father Prior addresses the vexed 
problem: for Christians who accept 
the Old Testament as the revealed 


word of God, how are we to con- 
front the repeated commands of 
Yahweh that his followers massacre 
entire peoples? This is. Father Prior 
insists, not merely a permission, but 
an explicit command. In one 
instance (First and Second Samuel) 
a Jewish King incurs the wrath of 
Yahweh when he fails to extermi- 
nate all of the Amelekites, and 
though he hastily “hacks" the 
Araelekite King to pieces before the 
Lord, he nonetheless loses his king- 
ship and suffers further punishment 
when the Lord sends an evil spirit to 
torment him. 

Father Prior's two recently pub- 
lished books were available at the 
conference: The Bible and Colo- 
nialism: A Moral Critique, 

Sheffield Academic Press Ltd.. 
Mansion House, 19 Kingfield Road. 

, Sheffield SH 9AS. England. A sec- 
ond book edited b.y I Fattier .Prior, 
Western Scholarship & The History 
of Palestine, contains important 
essays by fellow participants in the 
1996 Jerusalem Day Symposium in 
Amman: Keith Whitelam (Western 
Scholarship and the Silencing of 
Palestinian History), Thomas L. 
Thompson (Hidden Histories and 
the Problem of Ethnicity in Pales- 
tine), Michael Prior (The Moral 
Problem of the Land Tradition of 
the Bible) and John Quigley (The 
Right of Return of Displaced 
Jerusalemites). This book also con- 
tains in an addendum the authors 
and titles of papers presented at the 
Jerusalem Day Symposia held in 
Amman (except for the first in 19S9 
which was held in Kuwait) together 
with the names of members of the 
Jerusalem Day Committee and the 
committee’s address in Amman 
from which, copies of these papers 
are available: P.O. Box 940639, 

Amman 11194, Jordan. 

Two Jewish views: 

The inclusive and the 
exclusive 

Another session dealt with Zion- 
ism and Jewish attitudes toward the 
Holy Land. One of the speakers 
was Dr. Marc Ellis who spoke of the 
“end of Jewish history," saying that 
Israel, in its aggressive and exclu- 
sive claim to the Holy Land at the 
expense of the indigenous Palestin- 
ian people, represents a complete 
break for him with the Jewish tradi- 
tion into which he had been bora 
and in which he had his education. 
Ellis favours an inclusive Holy 
Land in which Arabs — Muslim and 
Christian 7 — and Jews live together 
side by side, sharing the land and its 


history. Marc Ellis advocates an 
analogy: in Beyond Innocence and 
Redemption he argues that, just as 
the Christian European community 
could not go forward until it had 
faced and repented its role in the 
murder and dispossession of Jews, 
so the Jewish community of today 
cannot go forward until it recognis- 
es and repents its role in the murder 
and dispossession of the Palestini- 
ans. However, also on this 

panel was Rabbi Jacob Milgrom. an 
American academic who holds 
views very different from those of 
Dr. Ellis, and who has come to live 
with his son in a Jewish settlement 
on confiscated Palestinian land. 
Though I found his views outra- 
geous and distressing, I wish to 
express my unbounded admiration 
for the openness and tolerance of 
the Sabeel hosts: included in the 
audience, in addition 10 Rabbi Mil- 
grom himself were other Jewish set- 
tlers who, like him, wore the knitted 
skullcaps of the devout Jews whose 
settlements occupy Palestinian land. 

Rabbi Milgrom was introduced 
by Rev. Ted Keating, SM, panel 
moderator, as a Zionist who has 
come, after his retirement, to live in 
one of the Jewish settlements near 
Bethlehem. The rabbi spoke in Eng- 
lish interspersed with sonorous quo- 
tations from the Old Testament in 
Hebrew. “The earth is mine, sayerh 
the Lord, and you are all merely 
travellers and wayfarers." So the 
question of the ownership of the 
land of Palestine is, for the rabbi, a 
question that only God can solve, 
and the Jubilee Year provides, 
according to Old Testament custom, 
a time when debts are forgiven and 
land is restored to its rightful own- 
ers. But who are the rightful own- 
ers? 

When asked for specifics about 
what land he would be willing to 
concede to the Palestinians, the 
Rabbi professed this question too 
deep for his limited wisdom, -some- 
thing only God can resolve. Clear 
in his address, however, was the 
overwhelming presumption, based 
on the past divine preference for the 
Jewish people which he regards as 
explicit, according to his reading of 
the sacred texts, that this difficult 
problem would resolve itself in 
favour of the Jews. 

At this point one Palestinian 
woman remarked that no one had 
apologised to her for the loss of her 
homeland, and Rabbi Milgrom 
seemed unwilling to do so. Howev- 
er, another Jewish settler in the 
audience raised his hand and said 
that he was prepared here and now 
to make such an apology, that he 


apologised to all the Palestinians. 
Still there was no clear statement of 
what part of Palestine these settlers 
were prepared to return to the Pales- 
tinians. and this man’s words 
seemed hollow in the absence of 
any decision that he would resign 
his holdings in the Occupied Lands 
and take the next plane back to 
Brooklyn. 

Though I knew I was out of order. 
I made a speech from the floor, say- 


have the chance to answer (beyond 
shouting “No. look in I and II 
Samuel and the Psalms” before 1 
was shushed again.) The fine bal- 
ance of the carefully modulated 
ecumenical dialogue was disturbed, 
though 1 am extremely grateful that 
I was allowed to speak at all. 

Because I did not have the 
opportunity to reply to his some- 
what indistinctly muttered defenses, 
1 would like to answer them now. I 


It is these “Promised Land-Divine 
Right” myths which the [Jewish] 
settlers invoke daily as they 
expropriate or destroy Palestinian 
houses and beat up or shoot to death 
Palestinian children. The 
consequences of this 
misrepresentation, this manipulation 
and cynical abuse of biblical texts, are 
tragic for all concerned. 


ing that the Yahweh of the Old Tes- 
tament was a genocidal maniac, 
unacceptable for a Christian to wor- 
ship, that, though on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays I was a 
recovering Roman Catholic, on all 
other days I was an atheist precisely 
because of the idea of God repre- 
sented by the learned rabbi. I cited 
James Joyce's Portrait of the Artist 
as a Young Man in which, at the 
famous Christmas dinner scene, 
Stephen’s father laments "My dead 
king Parnell” whom the priests had 
hunted down; when Aunt Dante 
says “the priests were always right! 
They were for God and for Ireland!" 
their guest shouts “Then no God for 
Ireland. No God for Ireland!" The 
meaning is that, if this is the Irish 
Church's idea of God, then he is not 
having any. 

Jesus was right to teach us, I said, 
to pray “deliver us from evil” 
because the abomination of desola- 
tion is sitting in the Scriptures, and 
we must liberate God from the Old 
Testament. To me this is in fact the 
real meaning of a theology of liber- 
ation for the Palestinian crisis. The 
moderator finally shut me up and let 
Rabbi Milgrom answer. He said 
that those genocidal commands a) 
had never been carried out, and b) 
they occur in only one book in the 
Old Testament. To which I did not 


address this to Rabbi Milgrom not 
as my friend but as my adversary. 
That he may be well-meaning I can- 
not rule out, though he must see the 
bloodshed and theft and violence, 
the beating and torture of children 
and the demolition of houses every 
day before his eyes, living as he has 
chosen to do on land which, accord- 
ing to international law belongs to 
the Palestinians but which, accord- 
ing to Rabbi Milgrora's reading of 
the Old Testament, is in the land 
promised by Yahweh to the Jews. 

It is true that recent archaeological 
research seems to suggest (Thomp- 
son, Dever, et al) that violent 
Joshua-style- conquests perhaps did 
not occur as they are literally said to 
have happened in the Old Testament 
legends. This is. however, com- 
pletely irrelevant to the fact that 
such myths have been and continue 
to be manipulated to dispossess the 
Palestinian people. From Theodor 
Herzl to Golda Meier and Men- 
achem Begin and Benyamin 
Netanyahu, the false claim to an 
exclusive divine right to the land of 
Palestine has been based on spuri- 
ous interpretations of these very 
texts, and the rituals and totems of 
the Israeli military expansionist 
colonial state — * like Masada and 
the myth of Solomon's temple and 
Rachel’s tomb as exclusively Jew- 


ish possessions — provide carte 
blanche for Israelis to treat the 
Palestinians as they were treated by 
the Nazis. It is these “Promised 
Land-Divine Right” myths which 
the settlers invoke daily as they 
expropriate or destroy Palestinian 
houses and beat up or shoot to death 
Palestinian children. 

The consequences of this misrep- 
resentation. this manipulation and 
cynical abuse of biblical texts, are 
tragic for ah concerned. As Dr. 
Ellis reiterated (something he has 
said frequently in his books), “We 
(i.e. the Jews) have become almost 
everything we loathed in our 
oppressors.” 

As to Rabbi Melnor's objection 
that these genocidal commands 
occur only once in the Jewish Bible, 
that is simply false as a scholar of 
his stature should know. They 
occur in Deuteronomy, I and II 
Samuel, in Joshua, in Judges, and 
they recur repeatedly in Psalms. I 
refer readers to Father Prior’s book, 
The Bible & Colonialism: A Moral 
Critique, for detailed documenta- 
tion of the biblical texrs and their 
understanding among Jewish settler 
communities in present-day Pales- 
tine. 

Rabbi Melnor. your Old Testa- 
ment Yahweh is a bigot and a geno- 
cidal maniac, and the God of Abra- 
ham, Isaac and Jacob as you under- 
stand him, is not my God. 

From Bethlehem I went to Gaza to 
visit friends who are infinitely 
worse off now. in their double- 
walled prison, than they were 10 
years ago, with no access to the sea 
since Jewish settlements employing 
Thai labourers have usurped miles 
of coastline, and Palestinian fisher- 
men are shot at by Israeli gunmen 
even when they fish within the 
severely circumscribed areas 
remaining ro them. Children’s med- 
ical conditions remain untreated, 
malnutrition is rife. Leaving Al 
Quds to return to the Bridge, just 
beyond Bethany on the road to Jeri- 
cho (where “A certain man went 
down from Jerusalem to Jericho and 
fell among robbers”). I passed a 
huge uniformed Israeli force with 
bulldozers and military jeeps 
engaged in the destruction of 
bedouin homes, while the women 
tried to salvage blankets and lead 
away children. My driver was 
unwilling to stop so I could take 
photos because he would lose his 
licence, so I could not even witness 
with the camera this logical out- 
come of the exclusive claim to the 
Holy Land by the “chosen people.” 
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IEA’s chief sees oil prices going lower 

LONDON (R) — The head raise its output ceiliris by want to make a price pre- as a result of the currency 


LONDON (R) — The head 
of the International Energy 
Agency (IEA) was quoted 
as saying he did not believe 
oil prices currently lan- 
guishing at nine-year lows 
had hit bottom yeL 
IEA Executive Director 
Robert Priddle said in an 
interview with the London- 
based Saudi newspaper AI 
Hayat that he saw a big glut 
in the market, panlv exac- 
erbated by Organisation of 
Petroleum Exporting Coun- 
tries' (OPEC) decision to 


raise its output ceiling by 
10 per cent this year. 

AI Hayat quoted Mr. Prid- 
dle as saying in the inter- 
view in Paris, where the 
West’s energy- watchdog 
has its headquarters, that 
stocks were at an unusually 
high level for this rime of 
year and he saw no indica- 
tion that the market had 
reached its lowest point yet. 

Asked if he believed 
prices would fall to as low 
as S 10 a barrel. Mr. Priddle 
said that while he did not 


want to make a price pre- 
diction. he saw nothing to 
convince him that prices 
would not fall further. 

Mr. Priddle said the IEA 
would be deeply concerned 
if low prices led some oil 
producers, some of which 
had already revised their 
budget estimates since the 
start of the year, to delay 
investment in future capaci- 
ty- 

Mr. Priddle said the state 
of the market was caused 
by lower demand from Asia 


as a result of the currency 
crisis there, higher produc- 
tion from the OPEC, a mild 
northern hemisphere winter 
and the easing of the crisis 
with Iraq over weapons 
inspections. 

Asked if be still believed 
there was no need for an oil 
producers' cartel in a free 
market. Mr. Priddle said 
pan of OPEC’s problem 
was that it was not effective 
and lacked cohesion from 
within, with members not 
respecting their quotas. 


Murad urges French 
to invest in Jordan 


Japan hit by record high jobless rate 


TOKYO (AFP) — Japan was 
hit by u torrent of grim eco- 
nomic data which showed 
unemployment at a record 
high and retail sales crum- 
bling. as the world’s second 
largest economy slides 
towards recession. 

The .seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate in Febru- 
ary hit a record 3.6 per cent, 
up 0. 1 percentage points from 
January, the government said 
in a monthly report. 

Analysts warned Japan’s 
job-for-Iife culture was at an 
end. with unemployment like- 
ly to rocket this year. 

The number of unemployed 
reached 2.46 million in Febru- 
ary. up 160.000 from a year 
earlier, the Management and 
Coordination Agency said. It 
was the nation’s highest job- 
less rate since the agency 
started compiling data in 
1953. 

"The decline was due to the 
deteriorating situation in the 
construction and manufactur- 
ing industries.” an agency 
official said. 


Workers in construction 
companies totalled 5.55 mil- 
lion. down 70.000. or 1.2 per 
cent and those in the manu- 
facturing sector stood at 12.69 
million, down 470.000. or 3.6 
per cent. 

'The weakness of the 
Japanese economy has begun 
affecting the country’s once- 
secure employ menL’’ said 
Yasukazu Shimizu, an econo- 
mist at NCB Research Insti- 
tute. 

’The unemployment data 
shows us the beginning of 
Japan's economic sickness,” 
he added. 

In an effort to revive the 
flagging economy, the ruling 
party announced a record eco- 
nomic package of SI 24 bil- 
lion Thursday, but failed to 
include crucial income tax 
cuts. 

Kenji Yurnoto. a senior 
economist at the Japan 
Research Insu'tute. warned 
worse was to come. 

“The nation's jobless rate 
will hit four per cent by the 
end of the year.” he said. 


“Negative employment situ- 
ations are reported mainly in 
the manufacturing sector now. 
but high jobless rates would 
be seen in non-manufacturing 
(sectors) later this year partic- 
ularly in the financial sector." 
Mr. Kenji said. 


A poll this week shewed 
that 69 per cent of major 
Japanese companies surveyed 
said the nation's economy 
was getting worse, compared 
with 39 per cent in a similar 
survey conducted in October 
last vear. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Talks 
between the heads of the 
Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce 
(FJCC) and the Paris 
Chamber of Commerce and 
Industry (PCCI) started 
here Saturday. 

The two sides stressed the 
need to enhance bilateral 
trade relations and setting 
up joint ventures in Jordan. 

FJCC President Haidar 
Murad said trade and eco- 
nomic relations between 
Jordan and France are still 
below expectations, noting 
that the volume of trade 
between both countries 
amounted to JD 104.6 mil- 
lion of which JD 3.4 mil- 
lion were Jordanian exports 
to France. 

This balance of trade in 
favour of France necessi- 
tates increasing French 
imports of Jordanian goods, 
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.920 

.620 

JOR. GULF BANX 

3.7 

11.29 

4.020 

1.960 

JCR. ISLAMIC BANX 

10. 0 

4.87 


28/03/1998 


no. or 
SHARES 


VALUE 

TRADED 

JD 


CLOSE CHANCE 


PRZO PRICE 


40560 341.00 


338.00 

1.67 

1.73 

5.00 
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BANK SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX: 234.35 *CHG : -0.70 
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5.6 

12.38 

INSURANCE SECTOR 
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121.97 *CSGt 

+0.29 

2.140 

1.550 

JOR. ELECTRIC PHR. 

9.9 

4.85 
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2.060 

shipping Lares 

12.2 

6.19 
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1.130 

MID. EAST HOTELS 

17.7 

0.00 

1.090 

.900 

ZARXA EDUCATION 

16.5 

0.00 

1.830 

1.550 

UNIFIED CO. 

6.9 

7.10 

.810 

.600 

ONION LAND DEV. 

9 

0.00 


SERVICE SECTOR TOTALS 


INDEX : 119.11 *CHG: -0.32 


A FURNISHED APARTMENT IN 
WESTERN SHMEISANI FOR RENT 

Area: 220 sq.m., second floor apartment. Consisting of 
three bedrooms, two bathrooms, guest room, spacious 
living room, veranda, independent central heating, 
telephone, maid room, modern equipped kitchen and 
luxurious furniture. 

Please call Tel.: 5665711 — Fax: 5664256 
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JOR. CEMENT FACT. 

AMS POTASH CO. 

JOR. PETROL. REF I HART 
INDUSTRIAL COKM.AGR. 
JOR. WORSTED MILLS 
ARAB PHARM. KANT. 
JORDAN DAUCf 
J OR. P IPES HANFCT. 
GENERAL MINING 
DAR ALDA HA DV.INV, 
INTERNED . PETRO. CHZH . 
JOR. ROCKWOOL IKDS- 
HATL. CABLE WIRE.KFAC 
JOR. SOLPBO-CHZM 
AMS PHARM.CB2M. 

ON IV. MODN.HOS. 

JOR. ZNDS. RESOURCES 
NATL. CHLORINE 
JOR. NEW CABLE CO. 

EL -ZAY READY HEAP. 
XNTL- TOBACCO 
UNION CH. 4 VEG. 
JORDAN STEEL 


INDUSTRIAL SECTOR TOTALS 


GRAND TOTAL 


INDEX: 111.42 *CH C: *1.22 290 235355 4315B 1 

raPEX: 168.05 *CHE; -0.02 382 467220 949032 

PARALLEL MARKET SHARE PRICE LIST FOR SATURDAY 28/03/1998 


ENGLISH LANGUAGE TRAINING AT 
THE RADISSON SAS HOTEL AMMAN 


LAST WEEK, another group of staff members at the 
Radisson SAS Hotel Amman successfully completed a 
series of English Language Courses. The courses are 
part of the PST programme (Professional Skills Train- 
ing) implemented at the hotel to enhance the guests ser- 
vice level to the best in Amman, 

Christian Gartmann, general manager and Michael 
Qalenze. English teacher, together with the graduates 
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THE Daily Crossword Edited by wayn® Robert wasams Peanuts 


ACROSS 
1 Frail 
5 ’It's a 
Wonderful Uta* 
director 

10 Overtook 

14 of Man 

15 Map collection 

16 Italian money 

17 Command to 
Fido 

18 Chinese fork? 

10 Greenside 

stroke 

22 Nautical- caD 

23 Colorado tribe 

24 Model's 
position 

26 Official seal 

29 Space in 
cyberspace? 

33 Put up 

34 British chap 

35 In favor of 

36 Wealthy 

37 Unskilled 
workers 

33 Bologna 
greeting 

39 Question 

49 ’Alfie* star 

41 Inclined trough 

42 Mess queue 

44 Burned brightly 

45 Pealed 

46 Cherrystone, 
eg. 

47 Pa! not _ Allen 

50 Pockelsized 
reacting 

54 Beef cut 

57 Osear-wrnner 
Thompson 

58 Hear me! 

53 Heartbeat 

60 Horse color 

61 Lubricates 

62 Bars between 
wheels 

62 Alphabetize 
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6XAMPA U)I5H25 HE HAP 
HISOLP CAR SACK.. 



UJMEN THE MILEAGE MADE 
A 616 CHANGE, IT WA5 FUN 
TO UJATCH ALL THE NUMBERS 
ON THE ODOMETER ROLL UP.. 


HE SAYS THAT WAS 
HIS FAVORITE PROGRAM.. 


1 ^ !> 



Andy Capp 


By Robert Zimmerman 
San Diego, CA 


f PHEW/ THAT 
WOMAN WHO JUST 
WALKED IN WAS J 
THE IMAGE OF f 
ODUE MI9SLS/ A 


O'MWMUa 

KinwoiMcmiinMaw 


DOWN 

1 Green Bay's st 

2 Book between 
Neh. and Job 

3 Jai _ 

4 Outmoded data 
entry method 

5 Mark of 

distinction 


6 Partner of 
Porthos 

7 Scheme 

8 Knock 

9 Dunderhead 

10 Director Stone 

11 Isinglass 

12 Vexes 

13 Trial by fire 

19 Flavor 

21 Let it stand 

24 Can up 

25 Spanish moss 
victims 

26 Crevasse 
pinnade 

27 Lucky people? 

28 Sticky-toed 
lizard 

29 Genetic 
duplicate 

30 Adcfictive 
narcotic dreg 

31 Pontificate 

32 Called for bull? 

34 Entity 

37 Discomfort 

38 Booms 

40 Nonresonsnt 
mstalBc sound 
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HOWfeTHE^ 
SK? ROMANCE 
GOING, DEAR®, 


/HOURS OF A 

f COMPLETE 
SOREZXM 
REUEVH7BY 
moments , 

V OFBL1NO / 

\ rank: / 1 


Mutt’n’Jeff 


Kt rxm 7-fcuv u*m :« 


matubf*; r*iurrv L; uewmHOf 

MAKES me I* OWNS ip 

— . OP LOVE/ [ GET MAJtBED.' Y v »5 


/ I DUNNO 
VET' TO A 
MMAH.Z 
n. Guess/ 


41 Applaud 

43 Causes the 
nan of 

44 Wastes 

46 Pursue 

47 Can back? 

48 Siamese, today 

49 Fling 

50 Monk's room 


51 Melville's 
sequel to 
Types" 

52 Actor Sharif 

53 German 
philosopher 

55 Health vacation 
spot 

56 Monkey suit 


9 MKTMMJLY, TO A 
[woman/ 00 voo 1 
{ KNOW ANVONff J 
I WHO DON'T ft 
| HARRY A 


N/S'STER/ 
SHE I 

MAJTfflED J 

V MAN/ / 
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Mr. Murad said pointing 
out that Jordanian products 
have a relative advantage, 
particularly the potash and 
phosphate products in addi- 
tion to the Dead Sea salts. 

He encouraged the 
French side to invest in Jor- 
dan and to utilise the 
favourable investment cli- 
mate in Jordan, the cheap 
labour force and the incen- 
tives granted to investors. 
PCCI President Moham- 
mad Ben Hima voiced hope 
for increased trade 
exchange and setting up 
joint projects. 

He stressed the impor- 
tance of exchanging infor- 
mation on the economic 
activity in both countries, 
saying that it will con- 
tribute to increasing the 
volume of trade and setting 
up joint investment pro- 
jects. 


— HO ROSCOPE < 

grip EC AST FOR SUNDAY, MARCH 

■ , .'jJ-K.- 

Linda C. Black, Tribune Media Services , IncTj 


ARIES: (March 21 to ApriL19) You and your Raids’ . ■ 

want to do something fun this weekend,, but .there's 
nor enough money. You’re going to have to scrimp, , hu*’ 
save or borrow — or modify your plans. The- last j* . 

the best idea. You can make do with less extravagance •* irf-iJ ' > ■ ; 

and still have a good time. . • & .. ” 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) Recent decisions 

have changed the landscape somewhat. Hopefully^ u- <’■ • ■ 

change was for the better. If not, put the coirec^ .# ^ 

first diing this morning. There s still room forfait ^ sI y • 

bilitv then. Later in the day, the concrete will have set :■ 

and ‘you’ll have a firm foundation upon which L to ... ; -.- 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) Tf yon don’t mafe'a . . 

decision by tomorrow, somebody else could make it '^ L ‘ ’’ . s .. 
for you. That's not the best position to be in. Bette*, to . 

go into a meeting tomorrow morning prepared. If you , ' 

need to, pray or meditate on it. Ask for guidance, open ' . j f f)r . 

your mind, listen and take what you geL /«“' ■ 

CANCER: (June 22 to July 21) You're in a difficult $] fit 

proaramme and it's going to conrinue for a while. 

You're learning to be tough, and that's never easy. .p ( 

Make a pact with your friends to support each other. •£: ■ .‘[j, . 
Together, you’ll be much stronger than any one of you Ll k .j . . 
would be alone. That's part of the lesson you’re learn- 




’■ 


ms,- 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21 ) Your adventure could be I 
curtailed by interference from an older person. Be i 
careful if you’re travelling. The unwelcome advice i 
you receive could come in the form of a traffic ticket 
if you're not careful. Play by rbe rules and you’ll do 
fine. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 22) You and your 
sweetheart should take a little jog across town. In fact, 
you could go across the county. \ou have permission 
io go for the sheer fan of it, for the joy and enlighten 
of running through meadows fall of wfldflowers. Tf 
there are no wildflowers where you live yet, go ski- 


£liJ ^ . 

!o(w> !urik ’“ " 

, -rf\ ‘ . 

h 1 j ■■ • ■ 


v.flavcm " • ' 
^ |nJu.-:r: - • 
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LIBRA: (September 23 to October 22) Discuss 
finances with your mate first thing this morning. If 
you pool your resources, you’ll be able to get some- 
thing you both want. But first yon’ 11 have to decide 
exactly what that is. Pick an objective you can agree 
upon, then go shopping. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to November 21) The situa- 
tion isn’t going to materialise quite like you expected. 
Thai’s OK. You could end up with something better. 
You and a partner need to reevaluate the matterahd 
make sure a new decision takes all of your considera- 
tions into account. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to December 21) 
You're still having a great time, but there's more work 
to be done. You and your friend can get it finished in 
no time. In fact, you might consider ii play. The dif- 
ference is in your attitude. You’re just in the mood to 
have everything seem like fan. So, go ahead and get 
busy. 


.rilt Jr 
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CAPRICORN: (December 22 to January 20) Hope- 
fully, you'll have rime for romance tonight , Thai 


should be on your agenda, anyway. It looks like a r 
comnutment is imminent. If you and your sweetheart 1 
have' Been womed^bthSt money, relax. It raightxake a 
while, but you’ll achieve whatever you set your beans 
on. u. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to February 19) You won’t 
feel much like going out, so you might as well have 
the gang over to your place. Nobody will be in the J® 
mood to spend much money, so make it a pot luck. 
They’ll enjoy the opportunity to show off their latest 
recipes, and you won’t have to cook. Provide the elec- 
tricity instead. JT« 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 20) You want to iDofo 
move slowly and carefully, but you're also iichy to do Hq 
something wild and crazy. The trouble is, ydu want to 
do it with your money. Calm down, think things over % 
and act wisely. It’s also a good day for learning, but 
you don’t want to learn the hard way. 


rv 

••• i-v *-. 
“■ i *- w 


The Busine 


Currencies & C- 


Birth stone of March: Aquamarine — - Jasper 


THE BETTER HALF. 


By Glasbergen 
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“So what’s the deal with 
men and electronics?” 


Unscramble fosse tour Jumbles, 
on® letter to each square, to form 
tour ordinary words. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 

« tw Herto Arnold and Mks AfljbfM 


ACCOO 


No. no, youtrs waring 
fc Cot pud 

I / 2TA3M y 


A7 J ' 




THOUY 1 


KALTEC 





CINUDE 


WHY THE BUTCHER 
firep his 
AppRoqrice. 


Answon HE 


Now arrange foe ctidfld Jettarn t® 
form the surprise answer.** 
dested by the above cartoon. 


SlLDio 


I (Answers 

^festarday’s j Junfoiea; GUEST RAPID RADIUS EXHORT 
AnSW8r - 5"WSodlnbyacoplnthecold- 
^tor PURSUIT 
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Daily 


Beat 


A review of news from the Arabic Press 


U.S. investor to invest $200 million 
in huge projects at Irbid 9 s QIZ 


** ACCORDING TO informed sources, a 
U.S. investor in Hong Kong intends to 
establish huge investments estimated at 
about $200 million at A1 Hassan Industrial 
Estate in lrbid. “The U_S. investor pre- 
sented an application to the concerned gov- 
ernment authorities to get large plots of land 
at the estate to set up his projects,” the 
sources said. 

. The investor, the sources added, is inter- 
ested to sec up his plants at the Ai Hassan 
Industrial Estate in particular “because the 
area is a qualified industrial zone (QIZ) and 
the products manufactured there are 
allowed to enter the U.S. market free of cus- 
toms duties.” The informed sources expect 


the new investments to create 2,000 job 
opportunities over the coming two years. 

“The investor has expressed readiness to 
move some of his industries in Jabal Ali and 
other locations in the Middle East to 
Amman or expand his existing invest- 
ments,” the sources said adding that he also 
expressed his readiness to capitalise on the 
QIZ status of Al Hassan Lodukrial Estate to 
make it his main centre for manufacturing 
and exporting Ins products to the U.S. 

The government authorities have shown 
preliminary readiness to provide a suitable 
area for the U.S. investor until the area of 
die estate is enlarged during the next three 
months (Ai Ra'i). 


Indo- Jordan Chemicals Company reports 
$L55m net profit in first year of operation 


** THE $170 million Indo-Jcadan Chemi- 
cals Co. Ltd. (TJC) project at Eshidiya in 
Jordan, has turned in a scintillating perfor- 
mance in its very first year of operation, 
according to a company report sent to the 
Jordan Times on Saturday. 

The company is the biggest joint venture 
outside India promoted by an Indian compa- 
ny. 

The joint venture between Southern Petro- 
chemical Industries Corporation limited 
(SPIC). the Indian fertilizer giant, Jordan 
Phosphate Mines Co. Ltd. (JPMC), and the 
Arab Investment Co. SA.A. (TAIQ, a Pan- 
Arab financial institution, has successfully 
implemented its project culminating in the 
start of the phosphoric add trial production 
in April. 1997. 

As per the directors’ report, the project 
stands capitalised as of July 31st, 1997 at an 
estimated cost of $ 1 69 J million without any 
cost or period overrun. 

During its very first financial year, though 
limited to five months, the company has 
turned out a commendable performance. 
The cash profit — profit before depreciation 
and amortisation — stood at $5.29 milli on. 

The company set aside $3.74 mfllion 
towards depreciation while amortisation and 
pretax profit reached $1.55 million. Being 
exempted from income and corporate taxes 
because of its location in the industrial free 
zone of Jordan, the net profit reached $1 .55 


million. 

The company, which entered its operation 
phase effective August 1997. has had an 
excellent run except for a bad patch during 
November, 1997. when the phosphoric acid 
reactor linin g failed. 

According to Mr. Babu K. Verghese, 
deputy chairman and ma nag ing director, the 
capacity utilisation of the phosphoric and 
plant has grown steadily over the months 
since commissionings 

During the very third month (31 day run) 
of the .operation phase, the plant swpassed 
the 100 per cent capacity utilisation mark — 
a remarkable and record breaking feat when 
compared with other phosphoric acid plants 
worldwide. 

Mr. Verghese said he was confident in 
reaching a 100 per cent capacity utilisation 
(production of 220,000 MT P205) in the 
very first “whole” year of operation. 

Accordingly, the complex is expected to 
earn a revenue of $80 million, which is 
expected to yield $15 million. 

Ml Verghese added that, as of mid-March, 
about 190,000 MT of phosphoric acid solu- 
tion were exported, fetching $37.00 million 
in foreign currency earning. 

He said UC planned to double (he existing 
capacity of phosphoric acid and to imple- 
ment a 2000 MT per day DAP plant in Jor- 
dan. 
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Six Euro-Jordanian business consultants 
ready to support Jordanian private enterprises 


AMMAN (J.T.J — Small 
and medium-sized enter- 
prises are often toO busy 
and too cash restrained to 
take advantage of spe- 
cialised business consul- 
tancy services, offered by 
local and international 
consultants. 

Now six experienced 
Jordanian and European 
consultants intend to 
remedy this shortcoming. 
Together they constitute 
the Euro- Jordanian Busi- 
ness Service team, a non- 
profit consultancy team, 
financed by the European 
Union. The purpose of 
the assistance is to pro- 
vide direct assistance to 
individual privately 

owned Jordanian enter- 
prises for the next three 
years. 

The scope of services 
offered depends solely on 
the needs of each individ- 
ual enterprise, whether it 
is in production, market- 
ing, export development 
management, training, 

information technology 
or other areas. 

The service will be pro- 
vided in three stages: 

Firstly, two of^the six 


Gulf Air 
says most 
‘97 profit 
was from 
asset sale 


ABU DHABI (R) — Most 
of the $48 million profit the 
four-nation Gulf Air posted 
in 1997 came from the sale 
of assets, its chief execu- 
tive has said. 

“Of this, only $8 mfllion 
was operating profit and 
the rest was from sales of- 
assets which was - necessary' 
io overcome the cash flow 
difficulties,” Sheikh 
Ahmed Ben Saif Al 
Nahayan was quoted as 
saying by the UAE’s daily 
Emirates News. 

He said that Gulf Air 
recorded a $4S million net 
profit in 1997 after a $156 
million loss in 1996 and 
that the airline had sold 17 
planes valued at $S50 mil- 
lion since 1996, leaving its 
fleet at 28. 

The Emirates News quot- 
ed him as saying that when 
he took over the running of 
the airline — equally 
owned by Qatar, Bahrain, 
Oman and the UAE emi- 
rate of Abu Dhabi — in 
January 1996, it had been 
in 4 Very bad shape.” 

“Our cash flow was neg- 
ative and we could not 
pay.. .our suppliers and 
indeed, staff salaries were 
hard to find,” the chief 
executive said “We were 
confronted with a total col- 
lapse of confidence from 
the financial sector, among 
our own staff whose 
morale was very low and 
throughout the industry in 
general.” 

His comments were the 
most frank yet that Sheikh 
Ahmed has made publicly 
on the financial woes of the 
Manama-based carrier, 
which has cut jobs and 
closed unprofitable routes 
to reduce losses. 


consultants of the Euro- 
Jordanian Business Ser- 
vice team will perform a 
preliminary company 
review to identify’ the 
areas where assistance is 
needed and determine 
whether the company can 
be included in the second 
stage of the programme. 

The second stage 
involves extensive man- 
agement support by spe- 
cially selected European 
and Jordanian consulting 
companies. 

More specialised sup- 
port can be offered at the 
third stage. A minor con- 
tribution will be required 
from the beneficiaries for 
the second and third 
stages 

To qualify for participa- 
tion, Jordanian enterpris- 
es must fulfil certain eli- 
gibility criteria and apply 
For participation on a sep- 
arate form, which can be 
obtained at the Business 
Sendee Center, the Dele- 
gation of the European 
Commission, or at Jor- 
danian' Business Associa- 
tions. Due to financial 
and time restraints partic- 
ipation is limited. No 





The Euro-Jordanian Business Service team 


direct loans or grant facil- 
ities are included in the 
services. 

The Business Service 
Team is organised by 
Deloine <ST Touche 
Europe Services and its 
Jordanian counterpart. 
Saba & Co. in coordina- 


tion with the Delegation 
of the European Commis- 
sion, the Ministry of 
Planning and the Min- 
istry of Indusuy and 
Trade. Deloitte & Touche 
is one of the world's 
largest and most experi- 
enced consulting and 


auditing companies. The 
six Business Consultants, 
selected for the team, 
have a total of 130 years 
international consulting 
practice in production, 
marketing, organisation, 
information technology 
and financing. 


INVITATION TO PRIVATE SECTOR ENTERPRISES 

IN JORDAN 

The Euro- Jordanian Business Service Team invites private enterprises to participate in the 
Private Sector Development Programme. The primary purpose of this three-year Programme 
is to promote the growth of market economy in Jordan by providing direct assistance to private 
businesses within virtually all sectors of productions and services. 

The Programme is financed by the European Union through file MEDA line in agreement and 
co-operation with the Government of Jordan. The main component of the Programme is the 
Business Support Service, which offers direct expert consultancy assistance to individual 
enterprises based on individual assessments of needs. No direct loans or grant facilities are 
included in the Programme. Due to financial and time constraints participation is limited. 

Private enterprises wishing to participate in this Programme must conform to the following 
criteria for eligibility to receive assistance: 

Eligibility Criteria 

• Registered private Jordanian legal entity 

• Jordanian ownership majority 

• Manufacturing or service 

• Documented sustained activity over time 

• Sustainable financial situation 

• More than 10 and less than 200 employees 

• Certified financial accounts 

• Willing to share cost at moderate level 

• Managerial analytical capabilities 

In order to facilitate the process of application the following establishments have been kind 
enough to avail the application forms and relevant Information on the Programme at their 
offices: 


Jordan Export Development & Trade Centres 
Corporation (JEDCO 


The Investment Promotion Corporation (IPC 


Amman Chamber of Indus 


The Federation of Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce (FCC 


Jordanian Businessmen Association (JBA 


Jordan Trade Association (JTA 


Jordan Business & Professional Women Club 
JBPWC 


Tel: 5603507 Fax: 5684568 


Tel: 5531081 


Tel: 4643001 


Tel: 5684425 


Tel: 5680855 


Tel: 5685603 


Tel: 5511647 


Fax: 5521084 


Fax: 4647852 


Fax: 5685997 


Fax: 5680663 


Fax: 5685605 


Fax: 5530092 


The information and forms can also be obtained from the Delegation of the European 
Commission in Amman, or the Euro-Jordanian Business Service Team at the following 
addresses: 


Delegation of the 
European Commission 
Shmeisani, 43 Al-Jaheth St 
Tel: +962-6-5668191 
Fax: +962-6-5686746 


Euro-Jordanian • Business Service Team 
Jabal Amman, 3 rd Circle - Muhamed Hafiz Maath St 
P. O. Box: 182938 - Amman 11118, Jordan 
Tel: +962-6-4654050 / Fax: +962-6-4652374 
e-mail: bst@index.com.jo 


Jordan Marketplace *** Jordan Marketpla ce *** Jordan Marketplace 



Area: 200 sq.m. 
Consists of 
3 bedrooms, 

3 bathrooms. 
Location: Abdoun. 

Abdoun Real 
Estate 

Tel.: 5920605 / 
5920609 
Fax: 5932605 
Mobile: 079/30007 


I) A JAM JEWELLERS. "A Symp hony of Style" 

I; FOR 
| RENT 


Amra Forum Hotel. 
Amman - Cairo - Rio 


■ 


Shmeisani - Opposite 
Grindlays Bank. 
Phone: 5604042 
Sweffieh Tel: 822891 


TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION GALL 


5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 


Deluxe Villas 
1° and Apartments 



Rhone 

5527118 



Quality Serviced Suites 


* One & Two Bedrooms " Fully 
Equipped Kitchenettes * Daily & 
Long Stay * Reasonable Rates 


5th Circle 
| Tef.: 5692672 - Fax: 5674551 
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TeL 4656593 - 857690 
Mobile 079/32300- 44101 
Fax. 963 - 6 - 4611068 


KOOK A 


Agent 

Now 
Open 

in ‘Amman 

WINTER 

Collection 

40%OFF 

SPRING 
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20%OFF K ? aS „,0N 



TO ADVERTISE 
IN THIS 

SECTION CALL 
5667171 EXT. 223 
OR 

5684311- 
5699634 EXT. 42 
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Rios to face Agassi in Lipton Vicenza braces for Chelsea fans 

nit nn sale. Hundreds of people were 


final with top spot at stake 


KEY BISCAYNE (AFP) — 
Marcelo Rios and Andre 
Agassi, the hottest players 
on the ATP Tour this year, 
will meet in the final of the 
Lipton Championships with 
the World No. 1 ranking on 
the line. 

Rios, the World No. 3. can 
end American Pete 
Sampras' 102-week reign at 
the top of the rankings with 
a victory in Sunday's final 
of the S4.6 million event. 

The Chilean, who defeat- 
ed Briton Tim Henman 6-2. 
4-6. 6-0 to reach the final, 
has never played Agassi, a 
former World No. 1 who 
cruised past eighth-seeded 
Spaniard Alex Corretja 6-4. ; 
6 - 2 . 

Agassi has won 24 match- 
es this year and appears to 
have recovered from a mis- 
erable 1997 with victories 
in two touranaments: San 
Jose and Scortsdale. 

Agassi. 27. won this event 
in 1990. 1995, and 1996 
and reached the 1994 final 
before losing to Sampras. 
Now he has the chance to 
prevent Rios from unseat- 
ing his compatriot. 

With a victory in the final, 
Rios would become rhe 
14th plaer to hold the top 
spot since the inception of 
the ATP rankings in 1973. 

Rios, seeded third, ended 
Henman's impressive run in 
the tournament and 
improved his own record to 
24-3 this season. 

Rios. 22, will be gunning 
for his eighth career singles 
title and his third title in one 
of the ATP Tour’s presti- 
gious Super Nine events. 

" Last season. Rios pre- 
vailed at Monte Carlo for 
his first career Super Nine 
title and won the Super 
Nine Champions Cup at 
Indian Wells, California, 
two weeks ago. 

In addition. Rios captured 
the title in Auckland, New 
Zealand, in January' and 
was a finalist at the 
Australian Open. 

By reaching the final. 
Rios is assured of at least 
the No. 2 ranking, which is 
a career high for the 
Chilean. 



Andre Agassi of the U.S. serves to Alex Corretja of Spain in the first set of their semi- 
final match at the Lipton Championships. Agassi, who is seeded 29th, upset 8th seed 
Corretja 6-4 6-2 to advance to th finals Sunday. Agassi will play Chile's Marcelo Rios 
for the championship (Reuters photo) 


Mi 


pip*? 


IWW; 


He surrendered his first 
set of the tournament to 
Henman, but gave up only- 
five points in the final set. 

The Chilean, whose fierce 
eroundstrokes and flowing 
locks prompted compar- 
isons with Agassi when he 
turned pro four years ago. 
said nothing would make 
him happier than taking the 
top ranking with a win over 
the U.S. veteran. 

“I can't imagine anything 
better." Rios said. 

Meanwhile, two of the 
brightest teenagers in 
women's tennis will meet 
for the first time when 
American Venus Williams 
faces Anna Koumikova of 
Russia in the final. 

Williams. J7 and seeded 




Marcelo Rios of Chile returns a first set serve from Tim Henman of Great Britain in 
their semifinal match at the Lipton Championships. Rios defeated Henman 6-2 4-6 6- 
0 to advance to the finals (Reuters photo) 

II th, upset top seed finals. three-set victory over 

Martina Hingis of Koumikova. 16. contin- eighth seed and two-time 

Switzerland for the second ued her remarkable run champion Arantxa Sanchez 

time this year in the semi- through the draw- with j Vicario of Spain. 


Batistuta wants to go home 


MILAN (AFP) — Fiorentina 
could be about to lose their 
Argentine star Gabriel Batistuta 
because the team skipper is home- 
sick. 

Fiorentina are trying to negoti- 
ate a new contract that would take 
the 29-year-old ace through to 
2002. and then lead to a manage- 
ment job in Florence after his 
playing career ends. 

But Batistuta, whose existing 
contract ends in 2000, dismissed 
the idea saying: “I've always said 
that Florence is my second home 
and I mean it. But if it’s second, 
there has to be a firsr and that's 


Argentina. 

“1 don't want to live far from my 
country for ihe rest of my life. My 
third child is going to be bom 
soon, while my parents are living 
in Reconquista." 

Batistuta's ambition is to return 
to Buenos Aires and his old club 
Boca Juniors while he is still at 
his peak, playing on for another 
two seasons. 

However, he has also made it 
clear to Fiorentina boss Vittorio 
Cccchi Gori that the club needs to 
strengthen the squad if he is to 
stay on even after the World Cup 
finals. 


Speculation is rife that current 
coach Alberto Malasani will leave 
— possibly swapping jobs with 
Bologna’s Renzo Clivieri. or 
being replaced by either former 
Italy and AC Milan coach Arrigo 
Sacchi or Argentina’s national 
coach Daniel Passarelia. 

If Batistuta is not satisfied by 
Cecchi Gori's efforts over the 
next few months, he could well 
move to another Serie A dub — 
AC Milan and Inter have both 
expressed interest — or possibly 
to England, where he has previ- 
ously been linked with 
Manchester United. 


VICENZA (AFP) — Italian police and 
Vicenza club officials are taking spe- 
cial measures to head off any hooli- 
gans among the Chelsea fans due here 
□ext week. 

The two sides meet here on 
Thursday night for the first leg of the 
European Cup Winners’ Cup semi- 
finals. with Vicenza tiny “Romeo 
Mend" ground set to be packed to its 
20,000 capacity. 

British police have warned the 
Italian authorities that up to 1.000 
known and highly dangerous hooli- 


gans are planning to make the trip, 
looking to buy from ticket touts on the 

nisht. . . 

Vicenza were planning to make oruy 
1,140 tickets available to Chelsea fans 
— the capcity of one of the covered 

stands. , 2nn 

Now there are plans to free up to put.* 
more on the north terrace, prompting 
club officials to arrange for extra net- 
ting to keep the two sets of fans apart, 
Tuttsport newspaper said. 

There was chaos here on Friday, 
when the first set of tickets w’ere due to 


go on sale. Hundreds of people were' 
already waiting outside by eight 
o'clock in the morning but the sale 
was suspended by order of local 
police, fearing that English fans might 
be among the crowd. 

However, ticket booths opened nor- 
mally in the afternoon, as the city pre- 
pares for a historic cup tie. 

Spectators will be given a souvenir 
programme and a small red and white 
flag* on their way into Vicenza’s first 
ever European cup se mi-fin aL 


Fredericks 
takes 
S. African 
100m 
record 




JOHANNESBURG (AFP) 
— Namibian sprint star 
Frank Fredericks eclipsed 
the South African allcom- 
ers 100m record held by 
good friend Linford 
Christie here on Friday 
night at a rain-plagued All- 
African invitational track 
and field meeting at the 
Johannesburg stadium. 

Christie set the 100m 
open record of 9.97 sec- 
onds in the same meeting 
three years back. 

Despite a damp track, 
Fredericks took full advan- 
tage of the windless condi- 
tions to register a time of 
9.96 with Nigerian Deji 
Aliu (10.22) and Antoine 
Boussombo of Gabon 
( 10.26) completing the top 
three placings. 

“I went out on to the 
track to better Christie’s 
time." said Fredericks after 
the race. 

“I knew I could do it at 
altitude because I was sat- 
isfied with my winning 
time of 10.08 at sea level in 
the Grand Prix Summer 
Series final in Cape Town 
last week. 

“Besides, we can’t let the 
foreigners hold aJI our 
records." 

Fredericks confirmed that 
he had plans to compete in 
the African senior track 
championships in Dakar, 
Senegal, between August 
IS and 23. 

“I’ve never competed in 
the African championships 
before and I would love to 
add another medal to my 
collection," added the dou- 
ble Olympic sprint sliver 
medallist. 

“I've only made one 
appearance for the African 
team in World Cup compe- 
tition in winning the silver 
medal in the 200m in Japan 
in 1996, so I am also look- 
ing forwad to competing at 
that event in Johannesburg 
in September." 

Nigerian Charity Opara 
surprised her highly-rated 
400m Olympic bronze 
medallist and national 
teammate Falliat 

Ogunkoya in the one lapper 
to clock a South African 
open record of 49.S7 sec- 
onds. 

Ogunkoya finished sec- 
ond in 50.27 with 
Australian Susan Andrews 
finishing third in 51.87. 

The most competitive 
race of the meeting was the 
men's 3,000 metres, where 
South African Shadrack 
Hoff had just too much fin- 
ishing power for former 
world record holder Moses 
Kipianui. winning in 7 
minutes and 56 seconds, 


v 

* 





came to see Michael Jordan In what was possiblyTils final game in' Atlanta (Renters 
photo.) ? ; .. 


Coach Brown, Coleman and 
Iverson fined by NBA 


NEW YORK (AFP) — Coach Larry 
Brown, forward Derrick Coleman and 
guard Allen Iverson of the Philadelphia 
76ers were fined by the National Basketball 
Association on Friday for publicly criticiz- 
ing NBA referees. 

Brown and Coleman were fined $6,000 
each by NBA senior vice president of bas- 
ketball operations Rod Thom. Iverson 
received a S3.000 fine. 

Brown ripped into the refs for changing 
three calls in Wednesday's 91-86 loss to the 
New Jersey Nets and complained that 
Iverson did not gel a fair shake. 

“Alien had 20 shots and only went to the 
line once" said Brown. “I think he has a 


legitimate gripe.” Coleman drew a hefty 
fine for claiming that referee calls have 
been going against the Sixers all season. 

“It is terrible” Coleman said after 
Wednesday's loss. “I'm not going to com- 
plain about it now, it's been going on all 
year. Saying something on the court won’t 
change anything.” 

Iverson also accused the refs of making 
calls against Philadelphia all season. 

“We’re trying to win games and it is tough 
when the referees are like that,” said 
Iverson. “It has been that way all year.” 


NBA 

Indiana 

Chicago 

Cleveland 

Miami 

Boston 

San Antonio 

Orlando 

Utah 

Denver97 

Phoenix 

Minnesota 

Portland 

New York 


Bundesliga 

Wolfsburg 

Hamburg 


133 

Charlotte 

96 

89 

Atlanta 

74 

SS 

Detroit 

87 (OT> 

102 

Milwaukee 

77 

82 

New Jersey 

76 

no 

Philadelphia 

85 

100 

Houston 

75 

99 

Dallas 

90 

Golden State 89 


89 

Washington 

85 

100 

LA Clippers 

98 

90 

Sacramento 

73 

97 

Vancouver 

89 (OT) 

1 

1 860 Munich 

0 

2 

Werder Bremen 
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Morocco ATP Tour 
Quarter-finals: 

Sebastian Grosjean (Fra) bt Hicham Arazi (Mar x2) 

7-5. 2-6, 6-3 

Andrea Gaudenzi (Ita x4j bt Juan Antonio Marin (Soa 
6-7 (4/7), 7-5. 6-2 ' F J 


PHILADELPHIA'!' i PHILADELPHIA ‘T 


CINEMA TEL.: t '- 

PLAZA 


CINEMA TEL^S67742D 

CONCORD 


CINEMA TEL 59 JP 

GALLERIA 2 


TEL; 5934793 


Leonardo Di Caprio ... in , 


ROMEO & JULIET j SALT ON OUR SKIN 


The btgaesi cinema crcducticn ; Kim Basinger... in ' 

l.a confidential; 

TITANIC ' Showv 1 - :?0 - 3 - 30 - 6:00 - 8:l5 - ,0:4S : 


ABDOUN 


GALLERIA 1 

ABDOUN 


HEhamfccsThate 

TEL: 4625155 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30.6:15. 
S:30, 10:30 


Shows: 12:30. 3:30. 6:15. 
S:30. 10:30 


Shows: 12:00. 3:00. “00. 
10:30 p.m. 


Adei imam AYusra ... in 
RISALA ILA .AL WAU 

(ARABIC) 

Show*: 3:30.6:00.8:15, F0:30 


GRAND OPENING 

TITANIC 

Shows: 5:15. 8:30 

The film is ulsn nn ai 2:00 p.m. & 


GRAND OPENING 


TITANIC 

Shows: 3:30. 7:00, 10:30 

The film is also nn ai 12:00 a.m. on 


STARING APRIL 6W 

Don’t Laugh Please 
We’re Jordanian 

Starring Hisham Yanes, Amal 
Dabbas. Rania Kurdi and the group 


12:00 ane cn Wednesdays. Tlwrsdays \ j Wednesdays. Vwrsdays and Fridays 
and Fridavs \ 


at 8:30 p.m. 

For reservations calL- 4640155. 4625 1 55 
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Chicago Bulls Michael Jordan makes a layup past the defense of the Atlanta Hawks 
Dikembe Mntombo in second quarter action in Atlanta as the Bolls beat the Hawks 
89-74. A new NBA attendance record was set at the Georgia Dome as 62,046 fans 
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FIA bans controversial 
braking system 

SAO PAULO, Brazil (AP) — Formula One’s governing 
body FIA banned Saturday a controversial braking system 
used by three teams, saying it amounted to four-wheel 
steering, which is forbidden. 

The new system, used by McLaren, "Wiliams and Jordan, 
prevents oversteer and wheel spin when the car is going 
into and out of a curve. Using two brake pedals and a still 
secret cockpit mechanism, drivers can choose which rear 
wheel to brake for better traction on curves. 

On Thursday, Ferrari, TyrelL Arrows. Minardi and Sauber 
lodged a formal protest against the three teams, claiming 
the system was illegal. 

Race stewards concluded that the device used by the 
three teams violated a FIA regulation forbidding four- 
wheel steering, FIA said. 

The three teams will be able to appeal the decision. 

The new system was widely seen as the determining fac- 
tor behind McLaren’s 1-2 victory in the season opener in 
Melbourne three weeks ago. 

But. McLaren says its strong comeback is due to a com- 
plete package including chassis, aerodynamics and its 
Mercedes Benz V-10 engine. 

In Friday’s free practice sessions, in which the new brak- 
ing systems were not - used, McLaren drivers Mika 
Hakkinen and David Coulthard posted the rwo fastest laps. 


Bitter battle for control 
threatens to wreck FIFA 
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PARIS (AFP) — The bit- 
ter battle -to be the next 
president of FIFA, foot- 
ball’s all powerful ruling 
body, exploded into angry 
accusations of abuse of 
power and possible dam- 
age to. this summer’s 
World Cup on Friday. 

Only hours after it w as 
confirmed thai FIFA’s 
general, secretary Sepp 
Blatter would be a candi- 
date- to 'replace outgoing 
president Joap Havelange. 
UEFA chief Lennart 
Johansson launched a blis- 
tering attack on the Swiss- 
German. 

“I am worried that the 
higest ranked employee of 
the FIFA administration^, 
has . . been jwsysing JjJs... 
position as general secre- 
tary to prepare his candi- 
dature and is campaigning 
for himself instead of 
focusing on the existing 
problems of FIFA such as 
the ticketing problems 
with ... the World Cup in 
France,” fumed 

Johansson. 

“What is more he has 
been permitted to to do so 
with the encouragement 
and the protection of the 
FIFA president who is 
resigning very shortly. 

“Now we face the fact 
that there is an unpleasant 
development that could 
put the name of FIFA in 
disrepute,” added the 
Swede. 

Johansson’s attack on 
Blatter has turned the elec- 
tion stuggle into a public 
slanging match that threat- 
ens to split FIFA admit 
senior FIFA sources. 

“We cannot have two 
such senior people within 
the organsiation involved 
in such a battle. Nobody 
gains and football loses ” 
said one FIFA official. 

Blatter, who is only sec- 
ond in power to Havelange 
within the sport’s ruling 
body, will join the fray 
next week during a care- 
fully orchestrated press 
conference in Paris on 
Monday. 

But earlier on Friday 
Havelange officially 
announced that his right- 
hand man for the past 16 
years would be a candi- 
date to replace him. 

The Brazilian said 
Blatter had written to him, 
saying that a$ he bad the 
support of several national 
associations, he had decid- 
ed to stand. 

In Monday’s press con- 
ference he will be backed 
by Michel Platini, co-pres- 
ident of the French World 
Cup organising commit- 
tee. 

Platini’s presence will be 
a nasty public snub to 
Johansson . who is the 
chairman of the World 
Cup organising commit- 
tee. 

Blatter has decided to 
make his.. first- public 
announcement as would- 
be president in Paris 
because it is where FIFA 
was created. It also under- 
lines. the fact that, he 
speaks fluent French, as 
well as English, German, 


Spanish and Italian. 
Johansson only speaks 
English and German, apart 
from bis mother tongue. 

The ‘French 

Connection’ clearly wor- 
ries Johansson and his 
backers. 

The 69-year-old 

revealed earlier this month 
that be feared French pres- 
ident Jacques Chirac 
might use tus position to 
sway the F rench Football 
Federation (FFF). 

“But there will be an 
outcry if Chirac does.” 
said Johansson. 

But outcry or not. such a 
move could prove fatal to 
Johansson, 

Gerhard Aigner, general- 
secretary;. ■; .of .. UEFA 
European football’s gov- 
erning body, launched a 
thinly veiled attack on 
Chirac on Thursday. 

“Now we learn that even 
heads of state are being 
mobilised in favour of 
Blatter’s candidature and 
they are going to use their 
influence on former 
colonies to encourage 
their federations to nomi- 
nate the secretary-gener- 
al,” said Aigner. 

There is now growing 
suggestions amongst some 
FIFA members that 
Havelange will at the last 
minute step in and offer to 
stay on for another two 
years until the next con- 
gress. 

“He will offer himself to 
stop a split in world foot- 
ball,” said one official on 
Friday. 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


PSG hint at Stade de France move 

PARIS (AFP) — The 1996 Cup Winners Cup champi- 
ons Paris Saint Germain hinted here on Friday Lhat they 
could leave their home of Parc des Princes and move to 
the Stade de France after this year’s World Cup Finals. 
Paris Saint Germain, whose majority shareholder is 
subscription television station Canal Plus, sent a letter 
of ‘intention’ essentially declaring an interest in the 
move to the new showpiece stadium, especially built 
for this year’s World Cup extravaganza. Three other 
clubs declared formally on Friday that they would be 
candidates to play at the stadium — Racing Club of 
France, Red Star 93 and Saint Denis/Saint Leu. They 
will join PSG in round table discussions with Marie-. 
Geoige Buffett, the French Minster for Sport and 
Youth, and The Stade de France Consortium on April 2- 
PSG’s move will dismay the Mayor of Paris Jean 
Tiberi, whose domain includes Parc des Princes, as the 
French rugby team decided last year to play all their 
Paris based internationals at the Stade de France 
instead of the more intimate Parc des Princes. 

Meyrieu ruled out of top clash 

PARIS (AFP) — The French National Sports Olympic 
Committee ruled here on Friday that Metz midfielder 
Frederic Meyrieu could not play in the French champi- 
onship top of the table clash with Lens on Sunday. 
Their decision, following an appeal by Lens who trail 
Metz by a point, overruled Wednesday's decision by 
the French Football Federation’s (FIT) disciplinary 
committee to lift his one match ban temporarily. The 
President of Lens, who have won the title once albeit in 
1 944 as the Occupied France champions, protested that 
he had nothing personal against Metz or Meyrieu but 
that he had appealed in the interests of preserving *ihe 
principles, the rules and the ethics of the game.’ Earlier 
Metz President Carlo Molinari. whose side are five 
matches away from claiming their first ever title, had 
said that he wouldn’t allow Meyrieu to play anyway as 
it would place a question mark over the match. 

Paes to miss Davis Cup clash 

NEW DELHI (AFT) — India’s Davis Cup hopes were 
dealt a severe blow Saturday when star player Leander 
Paes pulled out of the World Group tie against Italy 
with a shoulder injury. Vece Paes, the player's father 
and a doctor, announced: “There is no possibility of 
him playing even the doubles. Playing can only aggra- 
vate the injury.” The away tie is scheduled to be held in 
Genoa between April 3-5. Paes. the Olympic singles 
bronze medallist, and Mahe?h Bhupati are currently 

ranked among the world's top doubles* pairings. ’ : ■ 
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Ravanelli wants Roma 

ROME (AFT) — Fabrizio Ravanelli wants to leave 
Olympique Marseille after only one season and return 
to ' Italy with AS Roma, it was claimed here on 
Saturday. Ravanelli. who joined Marseille after a year 
with English club Middlesbrough, has offered his ser- 
vices to the capital club after the World Cup finals are 
over. Rome would be within reach of the White 
Feather's Perugia home and Ravanelli has told his 
agent that he would be willing to take a wage cut to 
return to the Serie A. The Italian striker is currently 
guaranteed $1.5 million a year until 2002. But he also 
has a gentleman’s agreement with OM boss Jean 
Michel Roussier that, in the event of an offer from an 
Italian club, the asking price would only be around five 
million to $6 million. Roma are meanwhile widely 
expected to offload Argentine striker Abel Balbo at the 
end of the season. The final decision on Ravanelli, who 
won the 1996 European Cup with Juventus before leav- 
ing for Teesside, will be down to Roma’s coach Zdenek 
Zeraan, the Corriere deIJo Sport said. 



Enjoy a breathtaking view of 
Amman and taste the best in 
ftne,mnirvatroe European cuisine. 
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Reservations recommended - Direct Tel: 06 5607200 - Fax: 06 5665160 
Open from 7:00 -.11:00 p.m. (closed on Fridays) 
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Princess Haya ends participation 
in Zurich Tournament 


By a Jordan Times 
Staff Reporter 

HRH PRINCESS Haya 
Saturday completed her 
participation at the 12- 
nation Zurich International 
Equestrian Tournament but 
had to withdraw when her 
horse balked at the obstacle 
in the speed competition in 
which 45 top seeded cham- 
pions took pan. 

Top ranked Hugo Simon 
of Austria was also elimi- 
nated as were Germany's 
Olympic champion and 
World Cup titleholder and 
European champion 

Britain’s Michael Witaker. 

Participants had to clear 
12 obstacles of 140 cen- 
timetres each. Germany’s 
Marcus Mirchvorman came 
in first place with a time of 
54.72 seconds followed by 
Britain's Nick Skilton with 
a times of 55.52 seconds. 

Switzerland’s Pete 
Mendley was third with a 
time of 55.80 seconds. 

Organisers of the event 
meanwhile invited Princess 
Haya to the Luceme 
Tournament which will take 
place June 4-7. 

Meanwhile, the FVincess 
visited the Jordanian wing 
of the an exhibition held on 
the sidelines of the tourna- 
ment. 

Organised by Lhe Ministry 
of Tourism, the exhibit aims 
to market the Kingdom 
internationally and promote 
interest in its archaeological 
sites. 

Over 10,000 visitors 
attended the exhibition 
which included documen- 
taries about Jordanian sites 
such as Petra, Mount Nebo, 
Karak, and Aqaba. 

The mounted Badia 
police and a folkoric troupe 
also presented highly suc- 
fegsfuJ Jordanian nights. 

Princes Haya took part' in 
the Zurich Tburn ament for 





the past two years. She has Qatar. Japan. Ireland. She won the Jordanian 
competed in international England, Spain, France, championship, in .19S8 and, 

“ equestrian championships ' Belgium, Germany, ' and was" voted Jordan’s top ath- 
sinee 19S6 in Syria. Iraq. Monaco. lete in 1993. 


Arsenal pull out of Wembley bid 


LONDON (AFP) — Double 
seeking Arsenal pulled out of 
their proposed bid to buy the 
home of English football 
Wembley Stadium here on 
Friday insisting their change 
of heart would serve the inter- 
ests of English football. 

Arsenal, who are six points 
behind Premiership leaders 
Manchester United with three 
games in hand and are in the 
FA Cup semi-finals, were con- 
sidering moving from their 
Highbury ground to Wembley. 

“The board of Arsenal 
Football Club Pic announces 


that its proposal to Wembley 
Pic offering to buy Wembley 
Stadium has lapsed, having 
not been accepted by 5pm, 
Friday. March 27." a statement 
issued by Arsenal said. 

“Following discussions with 
Wembley, the board of 
.Arsenal believed that it was in 
the interests of all parties, 
including England's bid to 
host the World Cup in 2006, to 
reach clarity on Arsenal’s 
position in relation to the sta- 
dium. 

“Consequently. Arsenal set a 
deadline by when its propos- 


als had to be accepted or 
would lapse." 

Arsenal's decision to 
observe their self-imposed 
deadline follows reports earli- 
er this week that residents and 
traders around Wembley were 
intending to fight to the bitter 
end against die Premiership 
club's bid to buy the national 
stadium. 

The Gunners' hopes of pur- 
chasing the Wembley complex 
as their new home followed 


fierce opposition to their exist- 
ing plans to redevelop their 
38, 000-capacity Highbury 
ground. 

They then learned, while 
they were waiting for 
Wembley Pic to decide 
between their offer and a £200 
million ($300 million) rede- 
velopment bid by the English 
National Stadium Trust, lhat 
the Wembley alternative pro- 
posal was also upsetting 
locals. 


An International Telecommunications 
Company is in need of an: 

EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT 

• Must be highly motivated and dedicated. 
Excellent English, preferably mother 
tongue. 

• Business Administration degree is an asset. 

• Must be conversant with Microsoft Office. 

• Both males and females are welcome to 
apply. 

• Remuneration according to qualifications. 

• Highly Responsible, long hours will some 
times be needed. 

Please send your CV to: 

General Manager 
P.O. Box 6386 
Amman 11118 Jordan 


NOTICE of TENDER 


Interested parties are invited to tender for a 

MITSUBISHI MINIBUS L300 

1994 MODEL, 1 439cc, PETROL, 55 LITERS, 
4 SPEED MANUAL COLUMN SHIFT, 

113 000km AS IS. 

Ms WAFA NIJMEH may be contacted at: 

81-1194/592-2288 

For further details and the bus may be viewed at 
64 Mohammed 

Al-Mahdi Street Abdoun - Amman 
From Sunday, 29 March Tuesday, 31 March 
Written Tenders must be submitted to above 
mentioned address by 
Tuesday, 31 March 1998 At 12:00 


CAR FOR SALE 

Volvo Station 940 (5 doors), 1995 model, 
2300cc, 4 cylinder, full options, 
excellent condition. 

Contact: Swedish Embassy - 
Tel.: 5931177, 5930178 


CAR FOR SALE 

Volvo sedan 940, 1 995 model, 2300cc, 

4 cylinder, full options, excellent condition. 
Contact: Swedish Embassy - 
TeL: 5931177, 5930178 


3.30 . 7.00 , 10.30 


RENAULT 25 (V6) injection, model 88, full 
option, manual gear, charcoal colour, very good 
condition. Price JD8.500 (duty paid). 

Please call Tel.: 4644228 or Mobile: 079/20300 


A TOPI H\ EE SECRETARY WANTED 


A major manufacturing firm Is in need of a top 
level secretary to the Managing Director. The 
applicant must have the following qualifications; 


1) Ability to hands office work professionally and skilfully 

2) Ability to handle correspondence work and 
communication with overseas suppliers and customers. 

3) Ability to hande public relations matters of the 
Managing Directors' office. 

4) Have a good understanding of math and a basic 
understanding of accounting principles 

5) Computer literate. Must be familiar with WJN95 
environment and proficient in ExceJ.Lotus 1-2-3 etc. 
must be able to type in both English and Arabic 

6) Fluent in English and Arabic languages 

7) Must have a mininum of five years experience in this 
Reid. 

The applicant must be a well organised, hard working 

individual. The salary Is attractive and is commensurate 

with experience. 

Our offices are located in the center of Amman. 

Send your resume to : FadI 

. P.O.Box 925225 
Amman, 11110 

or to fax no.: 515-8287. ' 

For more information, call 515-3316. Ask for FadI 
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Ex-CIA chief calls Iraqi 
case a stain on U.S. honour 


LOS ANGELES (R) — A 
former CIA director on 
Friday became the lawyer 
for six Iraqis facing depor- 
tation after a secret court 
hearing and said that if they 
are sent home the chances 
were good that Iraqi 

President Saddam Hussein 
would have them executed. 

U.S. President Bill 

Clinton's first CIA Director 
James Woolsey met the six 
men for the first time at the 
immigration facility at a 
Los Angeles prison where 
they have been held more 
than a year. 

He then told reporters his 
clients were denied basic 
rights guaranteed under the 
constitution. 

"If these men are deponed 
back to Iraq, all of us 
believe the chances are 
good that they would be 
killed, and die quite horrible 
deaths” Mr. Woolsey said. 

He added, "this case at 
this point stands as. really, a 
stain on the honour of the 
United States. All of us 
need to work hard to see to 
it that these men are dealt 
with fairly.” 

.After a series of hearings. 
U.S. immigration Judge 
D.D. Sitgraves determined 
earlier this month thar the 
defendants represent a secu- 
rity risk and signed their 
deportation orders. 


The hearings were con- 
ducted largely in secret with 
much of the evidence and 
testimony deemed classified 
and kept from the defen- 
dants and their lawyers. 

Because Ms. Sitgraves 
also sealed large portions of 
her ruling. Mr Woolsey and 
his team say they have not 
been told why their clients 
are considered security 
risks and have little idea 
how to defend them. 

"ISupreme Court Justice] 
Felix Frankfurter said 50 
years ago that fairness is 
rarely obtained by secret, 
one-sided determinations of 
fact,” Mr. Woolsey said on 
Friday. "And what we’ve 
had in this case is exactly a 
secret, one-sided determina- 
tion of the facts.” 

The men had worked for a 
CIA-backed resistance 
group that failed in an 
attempt to topple President 
Hussein. They were among 
600 people evacuated in 
1996 from northern Iraq 
after the Iraqi leader’s 
forces stormed through a 
U.S.-led security zone and 
crushed the resistance 
effort. 

Washington jailed eight 
men as potential security 
risks and initiated proceed- 
ings to have them deported. 
Ms. Sitgraves found that 
two men did not represent 


security risks, and ordered 
them released. Bui the 
remaining six defendants 
say that they would be exe- 
cuted as traitors if returned 
to Iraq. 

Mr. Woolsey said he 
would attempt to use his 
security clearance with the 
U.S. government to learn 
more about the accusations 
against his clients. 

Among the witnesses 
called by the defence during 
the hearings was Ahmad 
Chalabi. a leader in the Iraqi 
resistance who testified in 
December that he worked 
with three of the men and 
they faced torture and exe- 
cution if sent back to Iraq. 

Mr. ChaJabi, president of 
the executive council of the 
Iraqi National Congress, 
said the three — Safa AJ 
Batat AJi Yasin 
Mohammad-Karim and Ali 
Jehjoh Saleh — had been 
publicly branded "traitors 
and spies” by President 
Hussein since their evacua- 
tion from Iraq. 

Mr. Woolsey was CIA 
director from January 1993 
to December 1994 when he 
quit after a troubled tenure 
in which he clashed with 
Congress over the agency’s 
budget and the reshaping of 
U.S. intelligence activities. 


Annan to brief Russian, Chinese, 
British leaders on situation in Iraq 


UNITED NATIONS (AFP) 
— U.N. Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan travels to 
Moscow, Beijing and London 
from Sunday to brief their 
political leaders on the agree- 
ment he secured with Iraq on 
U.N. arms inspections. 

Mr. .Annan visits Moscow 
from March 29-30, Beijing on 
March 31 and Apr. I. and 
London from Apr. 3-1 to shore 
up support for the Feb. 23 
agreement which averred U.S. 
military strikes against Iraq. 

U.N.’ spokesman Juan 
Carlos Brandt said Friday that 
“the secretary general feels 
that the agreement with Iraq 
was partly his responsibility, 
and he wanted to see that polit- 
ical support for it was sus- 
tained.” 

.As a result. Mr. Annan is 
consulting with the capitals of 
ail five permanent U.N. 
Security Council members — 
Britain. China. France. Russia 
and the United States. 

He briefed French leaders 
on his way back to New York 
from Baghdad, and held talks 
in Washington on March 1 1 
and 12. 

In the accord. Iraq agreed to 
open up all sites to the UN. 
weapons inspectors verifying 
the elimination of Iraqi 
weapons of mass destruction. 

The memorandum of under- 
standing also provided for 
diplomats to accompany the 


inspectors to so-called presi- 
dential sites, which Iraq had 
declared off-limits to the U.N. 
inspectors. 

Inspections of the eight pres- 
idential sites continued w ith- 
out incident for the second 
straight day on Friday. Chief 
U.N. weapons inspector 
Richard Butler has hailed the 
“new spirit" of co-operation 
since the U.N.-Iraq accord. 

But UJ4. officials are under 
no illusion that the coopera- 
tion w ill continue, if the sanc- 
tions are not lifted in the com- 
ing months. "There is a feeling 
that the final chapter [of the 
crisis] has not yet been writ- 
ten.” one officiai said. 

In Moscow. Mr. Annan is to 
meet with Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin ar a turbulent 
time in Russian politics. 

Mr. Yeltsin announced 
Friday that he was nominating 
young reformer Sergei 
Kiriyenko as prime minister, 
and threatened to dissolve par- 
liament if it rejected the 
appointment 

A senior U.N. officiai said 
that Mr. Annan would meet 
with Russian Foreign Minuter 
Yevgeny Primakov, and prob- 
ably with Mr. Kiriyenko. 

Russian diplomats said dial 
in addition to Iraq. Mr. 
.Annan’s talks were also likely 
to focus on the Middle East 
which the U.N. chief has just 
toured, and U.N. missions in 


Georgia and Tajikistan. 

Russia played an active role 
in defusing an early phase of 
the U.N.-iraq crisis, and has 
promised to work for an early- 
lifting of the U.N. oil embar- 
go. 

But Moscow's request to 
Mr. Annan to appoint, a 
Russian deputy to Mr. Butler 
raised suspicions here that 
Russia wanted to increase 
political surveillance of the 
U.N. Special Commission 
charged with disarming Iraq. 

No decision has been taken. 
But Washington has publicly- 
ruled out such a move, appar- 
ently aimed at providing a 
political counterweight to Mr. 
Butler's existing deputy, U.S. 
arms expert Charles Duelfer. 

U.N. sanctions can only be 
lifted when the U.N. inspec- 
tors have certified the disman- 
tling of all Iraqi nuclear, bio- 
logical and chemical weapoas. 
and missiles with a range of 
more than 150 km that could 
hi; Iraq's neighbour*. 

Iraq has been under sanc- 
tions since the 1990 Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwait. 

China also hopes for the 
speedy lifting of sanctions, but 
notes that first Iraq must com- 
ply with the U.N. disarma- 
ment resolutions. 

In Beijing. Mr. Annan will 
not meet the new Chinese pre- 
mier. Zhu Rongji, whom he 
will see in London. 


Hamas leader in PNA jail on hunger strike 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
iRi — A jailed West Bank 
leader of the Islamist Hamas 
movement said on Saturday he 
launched a hunger strike to 
protest against his seven- 
month imprisonment without 
trial by Palestinian police. 

Police ama-ted Jamal 
Mansour. Hamas leader in the 
West Bank city of Nablus, dur- 
ing a crackdown against the 
group after it claimed responsi- 
bility for a suicide bombing 
ihai killed four Israelis in 
Jerusalem. 

“I announce that I have start- 
ed an open hunger strike on 


Thursday that will continue 
until I return to my family and 
to my city and until my unjus- 
tified case ends.” Mr. Mansour 
said in a letter from his prison 
in the West Bank ti.w .71 o; 
Jericho. 

Mr. Mansour was arce-ted in 
Nablus but was later moved to 
a prison in Jericho fur further 
interrogation. 

Mr. Mansour said he v-a.- 
jailed without "any legal 
grounds and without trial, with 
no consideration far human 
dignity or freedoms” 

He said he was told his arrest 
was "under the pretext of con- 


tinued Israeli and .American 
pressure.” 

I -rae! and the United States 
continue to press Palestinian 
President Yasser Arafat to com- 
bat "terrorism" by Islamist 
activists w ho have killed scores 
of Israelis in suicide attacks 
since the signing of the 1993 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion PLO- Israel peace deal. 

Human rights organisations 
have criticised the Paie-otininni 
National Authority iPNA) for 
abusing freedoms with the pro- 
longed arrest of Hamas 
activists without trial. 


LARGEST EASTER EGG OF ALL: People stand around a huge Easter egg that was erected on the historical market 
place of the Black Forest town of Oberkirch, southwestern Germany on Saturday. According to organisers, the 8- 
metre-high eg£ consisting of wood and cardboard, is the biggest of the world. They will seek an entry into the 
Guinness Book of records ( AP photo) 


Turkish army tells government 
to restore relations with EU 


ANKARA ( AFP) — Turkey's 
powerful military leadership 
has advised Prime Minister 
Mesut Yilmaz to drop his 
harsh rhetoric against the 
European Union and restore 
ties with Brussels. Turkish 
newspapers reported 

Saturday. 

In a meeting of the country's 
National Security Council, 
which brings together the mil- 
itary and political leadership 
once a month, the generals on 


Friday recommended a more 
diplomatic approach in 
Turkey’s bid for accession to 
the EU. the papers said. 

The generals suggested dial 
Mr. Yilmaz should restore the 
ties with the European Union, 
frozen by the Turkish govern- 
ment in retaliation for exclu- 
sion from accession talks last 
December. 

Mr. Yilmaz had accused the 
European Union of wanting to 
remain a “Christian club." 


after the Luxembourg summit 
decided in December to pass 
Turkey' over for accession 
talks. 

But the military leadership 
recommended that the prime 
minister concentrate on lobby- 
ing more sympathetic EU- 
members instead, the Turkish 
Daily News reported, suggest- 
ing that one such country 
might be France. 

The warm reception given 
to Turkey’s President 


Suleyman Demirel in Paris in 
February had raised 'Turkish 
hopes of French support in its 
accession bid. 

The generals stressed the 
importance of close ties with 
Britain, arguing that London 
could play a key role for 
Thricey in the EU, the Turkish 
Daily News said. 

Chief of General Staff 
Ismail Hakki Karadayi visited 
London earlier this month. 


Iranian paper 
praises sacking 
of Saudi cleric 


TEHRAN i AP) — An 
Iranian newspaper on 
Saturday praised Saudi 
Arabia for firing a cleric 
accused of insulting a for- 
mer Iranian president. 

The privately-owned 
newspaper Jumhouri Islami 
said the move would 
strengthen ties between Iran 
and Saudi Arabia. "The dis- 
missal is a positive step 
taken by the Saudi authori- 
ties and would bolster the 
strengthening of ties 
between Iran and Saudi 
Arabia." the daily said. 

Or. Wednesday, the offi- 
cial Iranian news agency 
said Sheikh Hozeifi. the 
head cleric at the Prophet's 
Mosque in the Saudi Holy 
City of Medina, had been 
fired. The Prophet's 
Mosque is the birthplace of 
Islam's Prophet 

Moh amma d. 

Earlier this month. Sheikh 
Hozeif: made insulting 

remarks about Shiite 
Muslims during a Friday 
prayer sermon attended by- 
Iran's former President 
Hashemi Rofsanjani. who 
was visiting Saudi .Arabia 
the Islamic Republic News 
Agency < iRNA’i said. 

Mr. Rafsonjoni got up and 
left in protest. IRNA report- 
ed. Saudi officials did not 
comment on the reports. 

In a related development, 
an Iranian official has 
accused Saudis of harassing 
Iranian pilgrims in Medina, 
seizing their prayer books 
and copies of the Koran, the 
Isiamic Holv Book. 


Indian coalition government 
wins confidence motion 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
India's fledgling Hindu 
nationalist-led government 
survived a confidence 
motion here Saturday, end- 
ing four months of political 
paralysis in the world's 
largest democracy. 

The multi-party coalition, 
led by Prime Minister Atal 
Behari Vajpayee and sworn 
in last week following 
indecisive February-March 
elections, scraped through 
by 274 votes to 261 follow- 
ing two days of ill-tem- 
pered debate. 

Mr. Vajpayee pledged 
before the parliamentary 
vote that his government 
would not spring a right- 
wing radical "hidden agen- 
da" on the country. 

India has had five govern- 
ments in the past two years. 

The previous one col- 
lapsed in November, lead- 
ing to marathon national 
elections for around 375 
million voters. 

Mr. Vajpayee’s Bharatiya 
Janata Party tBJP. Indian 
People's Party), with 16 
regional partners and also 
backed by a handful of 
independents, went into 
Saturday’s vote with 264 of 
545 seats, just short of a 
majority. 

But one of its former 
opponents switched sides 
at the last minute to ensure 
its survival. 

Most of Saturday’s 
debate was dominated by- 
accusations that the BJP. 
which champions phiios- 



Indian Prime Minister 
Atal Behari Vajpayee 
arrives at the parliament 
building in New Delhi 
Saturday (AP Photo) 

ophy of "one nation, one 
people. one culture." 
planned to replace India's 
secular constitution with a 
Hindu theocracy. 

But the 71 -year-old 

Vajpayee rejected the 
claim, saying he would put 
the coalition’s policies 
ahead of those of his party. 

"The opposition has been 
talking of our hidden agen- 
da. Ours is an open agenda, 
a national agenda and we 
do not have any other agen- 
da.” he said. 

“As long as I am the 
prime minister I will stand 
by that agenda.” 


Opposition parties said 
the BJP would bulldoze 
through uniform laws on 
marriage, divorce and 
inheritance which are 
opposed by the country’s 
125 million Muslims, mak- 
ing up 13 per cent of the 
population. 

They said it would also 
advocate the building of a 
temple on the rubble of a 
mosque destroyed by 
Hindu fanatics in northern 
India in 1992, an issue 
which led to 2.000 deaths 
in religious riots. 

Both policies featured in 
the BJP election manifesto 
but were not mentioned in 
the coalition's “national 
agenda” unveiled last 
week. 

Mr. Vajpayee headed a 
previous Hindu nationalist 
government in 1996 but it 
collapsed after 13 days. 

Analysts, however, pre- 
dict he is unlikely to last 
long this time because of 
his reliance on so many 
coalition partners, most of 
which are small regional 
groups with conflicting pri- 
orities. 

The BJP's rivals, howev- 
er, with the once-dorainant 
Congress to the fore, are 
similarly fragmented, made 
up of 2 1 parties. 

Their efforts to launch a 
rival coalition after the 
February-March polls, 
however, failed because of 
disagreements on who 
should lead the alliance. 


Israel’s Iraqi Jews look to build bridge with their motherland 


By Claire Snegaroff 

Agence France Press e 


TEL AVIV — Decades after 
leaving their homeland for 
Israel, prominent Iraqi Jews 
are extending a hand to their 
former countrymen in a bid to 
form a bridge between Israelis 
and Arabs. 

Around 100 Israeli intellec- 
tuals, writers and business- 
men. most of Iraqi origin, 
recently announced the cre- 
ation of an “Iraqi-Israeli 
Friendship" group, said mem- 
ber Saud Zadka. a communi- 
cations professor at Tei Aviv 
University. 

“We're hoping to strengthen 


our ties with the Iraqi diaspo- 
ra and also have a little hit of 
influence on the political situ- 
ation in Iraq." Mr. Zadka told 
AFP. 

While the group gives 
“moral support" to the iraqi 
opposition seeking t<» over- 
throw the regime of Iraqi 
President Saddam Hussein, a 
key goal is to improve the 
image of Iraqis and other 
.Arabs among the Israeli pub- 
lic. members said. 

"For 50 years, the Israelis 
have lived under the false 
impression chat Jews were 
maltreated by the Iraqis even 
thouah thev lived amone 


them for centuries until the 
creation of Israel in I94$" 
said businessman Dav id 
Sassnn. 

Mr. Sasson insisted that 
Israeli feelings that .Arabs are 
inevitably hostile to Jews are 


edSy policed to Iraq as an 
example of she "rough neigh- 
bourhood" in which Israel is 
located, saying Israel must 
preserve its security by a 
hard-line position in the peace 
process with the Palestinians 


mistreated by Arabs in their 
countries of birth could aLso 
help "improve the perception 
which Israelis have of 
Palestinians." Mr. Zadka said. 

Because of the group's Iraqi 
origins, it shares a “common 


‘ For 50 years , the Israelis have lived under the false 
impression that Jews were maltreated by the Iraqis' 


a “lie” promoted for political 
reasons by Israeli leaders, and 
pointed in particular at current 
Israeli Prime Minister 
Benyamin Netanyahu. 

Mr. Netanyahu has repeat- 


and other .Arab countries. 

"We are sick of 
| Netanyahu’s! talk of security. 
There is no security without 
peace.” Mr. Sasson said. 
Showing that Jews were not 


history" with Arabs, said Mr. 
Sasson. “It’s a large family 
and we are cousins.” he said.* 
Meanwhile, the organisa- 
tion wants to do what it can to 
help the opposition 


to 


President Saddam’s regime, 
offering to pass messages and 
conduct research for exile 
groups, 

”We know that it is not pos- 
sible to topple Saddam by tra- 
ditional means.” Mr. Zadka 
said. “Our fight is more 
humanitarian than political." 

Next week, the group will 
play host to Dia Kashi, an 
opposition member living in 
London, who is to give a con- 
ference in Te! Aviv, members 
said 

“Many Iraqi opposition fig- 
ures fear for their lives and are 
afraid to come to Israel or 
even have contacts 


with 



Israelis,” said Shimon Balias, 
an Arab literature professor at 
Tel Aviv University. 

Some 300,000 Iraqi Jews 
live in IsraeL most of whom 
immigrated, to the country 
soon after its creation in 1948. 

Israel views Iraq as its chief 
enemy in the Arab World and 
during the February crisis 
between Baghdad and the 
United Nations fears were 
high in the Israeli public of an 
Iraqi missile attack a gainst the 
Jewish state. 

Iraq fired a number of Scud 
missiles at Israel during the 
1991 Gulf war, killing one 
person and injuring scores. 


Faeces hit the 
fan in Sri Lanka 


COLOMBO (R) — A Sri 
Lankan charged with theft 
threw a plastic bag filled 
with human faeces at police- 
men but it hit a fan and 
showered the entire court, 
officials said They said tie 
accused, Subhaanghe 
Premasiri had taken the bag 
out of his pocket and thrown 

it at policemen when be was 

asked to step into the wit- 
ness box. “The bag struck a 
fan, got entangled and the 
entire court was showered 
with excreta,*’ said an offi- 
cial at the court in ModeraT 
Premasiri was remanded by - 
the chief magistrate fin- 
insulting the dignity of the 
court, which had to be 
cleaned before proceedings 
could continue. 


Apple Computers 
recruits new 
salesman^, the 
Dalai Lama 


WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
His min d and heart are on a 
higher plane, but the Dalai 
Lama's face is now appear- 
ing on U.S. magazines, bill- 
boards, and kiosks as part of 
a quirky new ad campaign 
by Apple Computer, Inc. 
The exiled spiritual leader of 
Tibet made his Madison 
Avenue debut recently, said 
Apple spokeswoman Rhona 
Hamilton, exchanging his 
likeness for a charitable 
donation. His Holiness — 
no computer whiz himself, 
according to one associate 
— is part of Apple’s 'Think 
Different 7 ’ cam paign, which 
aims to associate the compa- 
ny with historic figures who 
faced tough odds and 
changed the world. 


Artist spends 10 days 
in box in 

interest of science 


LONDON 
English 
Biswas has spent ten days 
shut inside a box in total 
silence and without food in 
the interest of science. The 
Guardian newspaper report- 
ed. Biswas, who is of 
Bengali origin, said his peri- 
od in the black box, measur- 


ing . 2 m by 2.7 m, was 


intended to “redefine the 
Western science of particle 
physics using Eastern medi- 
tation techniques.” Biswas 
staged his “performance” at 
an art gallery in London, 
sustained by 30 litres of 
water. “It is like getting up 
in the morning, the first 
morning ever.” Biswas said 
on emerging to describe the 
experience, which he said 
was “actually quite banal” 


Couple kiss for 
29 hours to win 
New York contest 


NEW YORK (R) — A kiss 
is not always just a kiss. 
Sometimes it is a world 
record. A Michigan couple 
won a contest on Thursday 
for the world’s longest kiss 
— locking lips for 29 hours. 
Roberta and Mark Griswold 
outlasted eight other couples 
in the kissing contest with 
their closest competition 
dropping out 22 minutes 
earlier Asked afterward to 
name the key to their suc- 
cess, a weary Griswold said, 
^comfortable underwear.’ 1 
“And we’ve been practising 
for 16 years.” his wife 
added. Under the rules, the 
couples’ lips had to touch 
constantly, they had to 
remain standing and no 
breaks were allowed. 
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Ice cream ‘makes you 

happy’— -study 

LONDON (AFP; — Eating 
ice cream makes you happy- 
British researchers said 
Thursday. A report by the 
Associates for Research Into 
the Science of Enjoyment 
found people who enjoyed 
eating ice cream were twice 
as likely to be happy and 
relaxed than stressed. 
Scientists believe the effect 
could be caused by ingredi- 
ents m iced lollies and fee 
cream which trigger the 
brain chemical serotonin- 
thought to reduce stress lev- 
els. Last year Britons ate 
S1.6 billion worth of fee 
cream. 
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